Sample Email to Your Local School Library Board

Dear,

It has come to my attention that recently two Ontario school boards have made decisions to make cuts to their school library program. I am writing to express my support for an effective school library program and to ensure that budget cuts are not implemented. 

School library programs provide reading engagement, digital media literacy skills, and enable students to develop critical thinking skills. This learning experience is particularly important for the digital era we live in. It is not enough for students to learn about new technologies – they need to know how to assess the value of information resources found on the internet and to understand the implications of social networking.

A well-resourced school library program includes teacher-librarians, library technicians, library coordinators and consultants and current, relevant and well-tended e-resource and book collections.
Some research:

· Schools with effective school library programs have higher reading achievement scores on provincial testing (EQAO).
· A decline in percentage of students who like to read is linked to a decline in the percentage of elementary schools with teacher librarians.

· There is a relationship between positive reading attitudes and higher student achievement. These positive reading behaviours have an impact also on mathematics and science results.
The research and more information is available from the Ontario Library Association web-site at:

www.accessola.com
I support a strong school library program for this school board. I welcome your response to my concerns.

Sincerely,

