Guest Enhances the White Pine Experience

Today our White Pine Book Club hosted a guest- an 88 year old WWII Veteran- Mr. Frank Theakston.

The club members agreed that one way to extend the reading experience this year was to invite guests to speak about themes and issues raised in the novels.

Mr. Theakston vividly and honestly recalled his shattering experiences of five years of serving overseas as part of the bridge building corp of engineers. He had us spellbound as he recalled the close calls with death, the pain of losing friends, his experience of being shell shocked, “shattered”- and his recovery, and his absolute conviction one cold starry night after seven close calls that he was going to survive. 

I was so impressed when at the end each student spontaneously shook his hand and thanked him. A moving exchange between the teens and a senior.

We have a grief counsellor booked to talk about youth and death and grieving and suicide. We’re working to confirm a visit by Sister Christine who runs a drop-in center and supports homless youth here in Guelph.

We have also invited an English teacher who is passionate about Greek Mythology.

I highly recommend this strategy- Last year I found that the book Club lost some of its energy-this enhances the experience.
Sya 
