“You Heard It Here First”
The Dewey Divas 

and the Dude 

present the 
Must-Have Books for

Spring 2004
Random House of Canada Spring 2004 Favourites  - Maylin Scott

Fiction

1. Between Mountains by  Maggie Helwig ●  Knopf Canada ● Fiction  ●  0-676-97628-X ●  March 2004

A love story set amidst the aftermath of the Balkan wars between Daniel, a Canadian journalist, and Lili, an Albanian Serb and simultaneous translator at the International Criminal Court in the Hague. With confidentiality at the heart of both of their jobs, their relationship is strained at the trial of a man accused of war crimes, a former professor whose interviews have formed the bedrock of Daniel’s career. Tense, taut and thought-provoking.
2. Doctor Bloom’s Story  by Don Coles  ● Knopf Canada  ●  Fiction ● 0-676-97602-6 ● February 2004

Following the death of his wife and only child, cardiologist Nicolas Bloom leaves England for Toronto where he hopes to begin anew. Wishing to join the roster of doctors-turned-writers, when a neighbour invites him to join his university writing class, he accepts. But when he learns one of the students in his class is being physically abused by her husband – his patient – he is struck with a personal and professional dilemma: Can one life be taken with impunity if it saves the life of another?  . 

3. These Foolish Things by Deborah Moggach ● Chatto & Windus ● Fiction ●  0-7011-7620-2 ● April 2004

Dr. Ravi Kapoor is over-worked and exhausted; his South London hospital is out of funds; and reporters are hounding him about the death of pensioner, who for three days lay on a trolley, untended. But then his cousin Sonny has his brainwave: Dunroamin, a converted guesthouse in Bangalore, where he sets up a home for old people. Travel and set-up are inexpensive, staff willing and plentiful – and the British pensioners can enjoy the hot weather and take mango juice with their gin. A funny and poignant black comedy. Enchanted April meets Bend it Like Beckham.
4. Everything Will Be All Right by Tessa Hadley ●  Jonathan Cape ● Fiction ●  0-224-07174-2 ● March 2004

Set in England after the Second World War and spanning five decades of extraordinary change in women’s lives, this novel follows four generations of women in the same family as each daughter is convinced she can correct the mistakes of her mother and live a better life. Thoughtful and poignant, great for book clubs.

5. A Complicated Kindness by Miriam Toews  ●  Knopf Canada ●  Fiction ● 0-676-97612-3 ●  May 2004

Nomi spends her time trying to avoid a career at the Happy Family Farms, a chicken abattoir on the outskirts of her small Mennonite town. She also wonders why her sister Nastasha and mother Trudie have gone missing. The town in ministered by Hans, aka The Mouth, Nomi’s uncle who has found Trudie and Natasha wanting, and has orchestrated their shunning by the community. A coming of age novel with a bewildered but devastingly funny narrator. Good for YA too.

Random House of Canada Spring Favourites continued

Non-Fiction

6. Suddenly They Heard Footsteps: Storytelling for the Twenty-First Century by Dan Yaskinsky  ● Knopf Canada. ● Literary History/Education  ● 0-676-97592-5   ● February 2004

In an age of instant messaging, entertainment systems and digital interaction, why is it that more and more people are being drawn to the art of oral storytelling? As Dan Yashinsky , one of Canada’s most beloved storytellers shows, an old tradition has become the new avant-garde. Part memoir, part instruction, part cultural history, this book also includes tales that Dan has told to wide acclaim. 

7. The Spiral Staircase by Karen Armstrong ●  Knopf Canada  ●  Biography/Religion ●  

 0-676-97467-8 ●  March 2004

In 1969, after seven years as a Roman Catholic nun – hoping but ultimately failing, to find God – Armstrong left her convent, physically ill, tormented by panic attacks, anorexia and inexplicable seizures.  There are a string of discouragements – a failed doctorate, failed jobs, frustratingly useless dealings with psychiatrists – that strip away her resistance. Finally in 1976, she was diagnosed with epilepsy and given proper treatment. She then began the writing career that would become her true calling, and as she focused on the sacred texts of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, her own true inner story began to emerge. 

The Rest of Random House – Lahring Tribe

FICTION

Cooking for Harry: A Low-Carbohydrate Novel by Kay-Marie James

Crown/Shaye Arehart Books
1-4000-4502-9
$33.00HC
February

Francie was the envy of the neighbourhood.  Her husband, Harry, was an amateur chef without peer, and they dined divinely on his gourmet treats as the years passed.  Then Harry won a talking scale and it tells an alarming tale: lose weight or else!  So Francie takes away his kitchen privileges and makes him join a weight-loss group.  Soon Harry is svelte (if grumpy) – but now other women seem to be taking rather too much interest in him, and not just for his cooking skills!  

Dating Dead Men by Harley Jane Kozak

Doubleday


0-385-51018-7
$32.95HC
January

Los Angeles greeting-card artist and card-and-gift shop manager Wollie (for Mary Wollstonecraft) Shelley is dating forty men in sixty days as research for radio talk-show host and bestselling author Dr. Cookie Lahven’s upcoming book, How to Avoid Getting Dumped All the Time.  She’s meeting lots of men but not falling love until she stumbles over a dead body on the way to visit her brother P. B. (do you need to ask?) in the mental hospital where he resides, then is taken hostage by a seductive doctor who is on the run from the Mob.  As she meets up with an array of small-time crooks and swaggering mobsters (many of them only slightly more sinister than the men she has been dating)  Wollie comes to realize that finding true love may just mean learning how not to get killed.  Great light entertainment, somewhere between chick lit and thriller, with a generous dash of humour.
The Death and Life of Charlie St. Cloud by Ben Sherwood

Bantam


0-553-80220-8 

$34.95HC
March

The spellbinding story of two brothers, one alive and one killed in a terrible accident, whose bond is so strong that it transcends the traditional boundaries of life and death.  It is also the tale of the bewitching woman who turns their upside-down world right side up again.  Luanne Rice calls it “a perfect miracle of a love story”; Nicholas Sparks says it is “touch, wise and full of hope.”


The Epicure’s Lament by Kate Christiansen

Doubleday

 
0-7679-1030-3
$35.95HC
February

For ten years, Hugo Whittier, upper-class scion, former gigolo, failed belle lettriste, has been living a hermit’s existence in his family’s crumbling mansion overlooking the Hudson.  He passes the time reading Montaigne and M. F. K. Fisher, cooking himself delicious meals, smoking an endless number of cigarettes and nursing a grudge against the world.  His curmudgeonly calm is shattered when his brother Dennis returns, escaping a failed marriage, followed by Hugo’s estranged wife Sonia and daughter Bellatrix.  As Hugo smokes and cooks and sexually schemes and pokes his perverse nose into other people’s marriages and business, he records these events as well as his mordant and funny personal history in a series of notebooks.  Perfect reading for those days when you’ve had just a little too much of the human race. 

A Gradual Ruin by Robert Hilles

Doubleday Canada

0-385-65961-X
$29.95HC
March

In the waning days of World War II, Tommy, a young soldier from Kenora, is separated from his company and lost in enemy territory.  Amid the rotting haystacks of the German countryside, he finds an injured and terrified girl, but, despite his best efforts, he is unable to save her.  It is only when he meets Judith, a teenage runaway – whose family history is equally haunted by chance – that he is able to find redemption for his past.  Equally appealing to men and women, this is a mesmerizing look at how personal and family histories play out against larger events.

Muriella Pent by Russell Smith

Doubleday Canada

0-385-25978-6
$29.95HC
April

This post-colonial comedy relates what happens when Caribbean writer Marcus Royston, a worldly, jaded, Oxford-educated writer finds himself sent to Canada on a cultural exchange and finds himself ensconced in the sprawling mansion of middle-aged socialite Muriella Pent.  Both find themselves at odds with the politically motivated and deadly earnest arts committee who run the exchange program, and when two university students who dislike each other enter the mix, life in the leafy enclave of Stilwoode Park becomes more artistic than anyone ever dreamed. A delightful poke at pretension!

Port Mungo by Patrick McGrath

Doubleday Canada

0-385-66033-2
$32.95HC
June

Artist Jack Rathbone has always enjoyed the unstinting adoration of his sister Gin, even after he falls under the spell of Vera Savage, a flamboyant and reckless painter, and runs off with her to New York, then Havana and finally Port Mungo, a seedy town in the mangrove swamps of Honduras.  There Jack continues to paint, while Vera succumbs to a chronic restlessness that even the births of her two daughters cannot subdue.  Gin is the far-from-objective chronicler of the events that befall these characters, and the passion, narcissism and relentless demands of creativity that lead to dark secrets and ultimately death. 

The Swallows of Kabul by Yasmina Khadra

Doubleday


0-385-51001-2
$25.95HC
February

The Swallows of Kabul weaves together the stories of four people struggling to hold onto their humanity in a place where pleasure is a deadly sin and death has become a banality.  Moshen and Zunaira huddle in their home until a trip to the market turns into a deadly nightmare.  Atiq, a veteran of the Russian war, is a part-time jailer who watches over those condemned to death, and endures his wife Musarrat’s incurable illness.  The bleakness of the tale is relieved by Khadra’s beautiful language, and by Musarrat’s final act of defiance designed to allow her husband to live and hope again.  For anyone who enjoys literary fiction or whose curiosity was piqued by The Kite Runner or Reading Lolita in Tehran.   

NONFICTION

Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World by Jack Weatherford

Crown



0-609-61062-7

$38.00HC
February

Based on extensive, groundbreaking research in Mongolia, Weatherford argues that rather than being a crude barbarian, Genghis Khan was one of the most progressive and influential rulers in all of world history.  He was the first ruler to grant religious freedom; he outlawed torture and instituted diplomatic imminity; he developed a postal system and made the Silk Road safe.  His reforms even fueled the fires of the Renaissance.

Love in the Driest Season by Neely Tucker

Crown  



0-609-60976-9

$35.95HC
February

In the late 1990’s, Neely Tucker was one of a handful of foreign journalists based in Zimbabwe, ground zero of the global AIDS epidemic and on the brink of economic, political and social disaster.  Neely and his wife started to volunteer at an orphanage.  One day they took responsibility for a critically-ill infant who had been abandoned, and began the struggle that would consume their next 18 months: first, to save Chipo’s life as she was attacked by a series of near-fatal illnesses, then to overcome an endless series of bureaucratic obstacles to their attempts to adopt her.  Against a backdrop of war and societal implosion, Chipo’s story becomes an inspiring testament to the miracles that love and dogged determination can accomplish. 

SIMON AND SCHUSTER CANADA

BILL ZAMBUSI

Library and Educational Sales Manager

THE BIG YEAR

A Tale Of Man, Nature, and Fowl Obsession

By:  Mark Obmascik

Free Press
0-7432-4545-8

February 2004

You have the birding reference guides – now you can get an entertaining, popular book on competitive birding and the people in it.  A rollicking, witty chronicle of the human need to conquer and categorize – in this case, every bird on the planet – no matter how low the stakes.

SAINT PATRICK OF IRELAND

A Contemporary Biography

By:  Philip Freeman

Simon & Schuster
0-7432-5632-8

March 2004  

Fewer saints in the Christian pantheon are better known than St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.  There actually are more legends and myths about St. Patrick than facts – this biography closely examines the known facts and reconstructs daily life in the British Isles in his time.

CITY BOY

A Novel

By: Jean Thompson

Simon & Schuster
0-7432-4282-3

February 2004 

From National Book Award finalist Jean Thompson we have a novel of summer romance, Chicago-style.  A heart-twister of a love story that will have you swooning and steamy by turns.  Even the little town of Chicago becomes an unforgettable character in its own right.

I’M WITH STUPID

One Man, One Woman, 10,000 Years of Misunderstanding Between the Sexes Cleared Right Up

By:  Gene Weingarten and Gina Barreca

Simon & Schuster
0-7432-4420-6

February 2004 

Gene Weingarten, a gleefully misogynist humour columnist, and Gina Barreca, a gleefully feminist humour expert, combine the wit and wisdom of one sex with the lacerating observations of the other – a hilarious, luminating combination.

NAME ALL THE ANIMALS

A Memoir

By:  Alison Smith

Scribner
0-7432-5522-4

February 2004 

An intimate portrait of grief told in clear-eyed prose.  A gorgeous, heartbreaking, and redemptive story of a family holding desperately to the memory of a lost child.

BLOOD HOLLOW

By: William Kent Krueger

Atria Books

0-7434-4586-4

February 2004 

This fourth installment in the critically acclaimed Cork O’Connor series immerses readers in an eerie mystery surrounding a racially charged murder in small-town Minnesota- right at the border with Canada.

DANTE IN LOVE

The World’s Greatest Poem and How It Changed History

By:  Harriet Rubin

Simon & Schuster

0-7432-3446-4

April 2004 

A geographic and spiritual re-creation of Dante’s fugitive travels and the creativity that produced the world’s greatest poem.  This book brings to life the dramatic story and provides a reading of the work that is not drowned in lit-crit jargon.

SHADOWBROOK

A Novel of Love and War
By:  Beverly Swerling

Simon & Schuster

0-7432-2812-X
March 2004 

A passionate novel set against the turbulent backdrop of the French and Indian War in the mid eighteenth century.  Swerling paints an accurate and fascinating historical background and context to this richly textured story of men and women living in extraordinary times.

MY FAMOUS EVENING

Nova Scotia Sojourns, Diaries, and Preoccupations

By: Howard Norman

National Geographic Books

0-7922-6630-7

March 2004 

National Book Award finalist Howard Norman combines stories, folklore, memoir, nature, poetry and expository prose in this entertaining, quirky take on Nova Scotia.
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      MCCLELLAND & STEWART – Anne Stevens
THE NEW CANADA – Erin Anderssen/Michael Valpy – 0-7710-0752-3 - $24.99 Original tp – 272 p -  Current Events - April 2004 release 

It has become fashionable in the past decade to say that Canada is changing, becoming more urban, ethnically mixed, competitive, secular and media-savvy.  Ask anyone under 30, though, and you’ll hear that the country has changed already.  There is a new Canada, and for young men and women now between 20 and 29, it is the only Canada they have ever known. 

NORMAN BRAY, In The Performance of His Life – Trevor Cole – 0-7710-2262-X - $34.99 hc – 352 p - Novel – April 2004 release 

Norman Bray is a darkly funny debut novel set in Toronto’s west end.  It is about a middle-aged stage actor whose life is beginning to unravel.  For years, Norman Bray has renounced all responsibility in the name of his “art.” Now, teetering on the edge of financial ruin and clinging to the faded light of his career, Norman must answer to the bank, the adult children of his recently deceased common-law wife, and his own illusions of grandeur. 

THE BEST THING FOR YOU – Annabel Lyon – 0-7710-5397-5 - $24.99 Original tp – Short Fiction/Novellas – April 2004 release – Touring Toronto, Vancouver, Ottawa, and western Ontario

In these three novellas, Annabel Lyon reveals the potential for darkness that lurks behind even the post perfect-seeming veneer.  In the first novella “No Fun”, set in present day Vancouver, a middle-class family is set on edge when their teenaged son is charged in connection the beating of a disabled man.  In “The Goldberg Metronome”, a young couple imagines the dark past connected to an antique metronome they find taped up and hidden under a sink in the new upwardly-mobile apartment, weaving a story that crosses centuries and continents.  Then in the stunning title novella, a riveting and layered, film-noirish piece set in the wartime 40s in Vancouver, a housewife in her twenties plots and carries out her husband’s murder with sangfroid, with the help of her lover, a young grocery clerk.  

THE HOLDING – Merilyn Simonds – 0-7710-8065-4 - $32.99 hc –  Novel – April 2004 release – Touring Kingston, London, Toronto, Kitchener-Waterloo, Montreal, Ottawa – Lead Fiction title

This stunning, luminous debut novel interweaves the stories of two women, one from nineteenth-century Scotland, who with her family left behind a life of hardship in the sea coast town of Pittenweem, to arrive on Canadian shores with the hope of building a new life.  The other is Alison Hunter, who with her husband, Walker, a potter, give up life in the city in the 1990s, and move to a remote, abandoned farm in northeastern Ontario, where they live completely on the land.  Simonds moves the narrative seamlessly between the past and present-day, creating a compelling and mysterious, psychologically complex, and beautifully told story.  

THE MASTER – Colm Toibin – 0-7710-8582-6 - $36.99 hc – 400 p – Fiction/Novel – June 2004 release 

The Master is an intimate and revealing novel about Henry James, set in America and throughout Europe in the latter half of the nineteenth century.  Henry James was born into one of American’s first intellectual families and two decades before the American Civil War, James left his country, lived in Paris, Rome, Venice, and London among the artists and writers of the day.  The story opens as James, now a famous novelist in his middle years, anticipates the premiere of his first play in London.  

MIDNIGHT AT THE DRAGON CAFÉ – Judy Fong Bates – 0-7710-1098-2 - $32.99 hc – 304 p – Novel – on sale date January 2004 

Judy Fong Bates’ fresh and engaging first novel is the story of Su-Jen Chou, a Chinese girl growing up the only daughter of an unhappy and isolated immigrant family in a small Ontario town in the 1950s.  Through Su-Jen’s eyes, the hard life behind the scenes at the Dragon Café, the local diner her family runs, unfolds

SOLO: An Anthology – Authors Various - Edited by Katherine Govier – 1-5519-9107-1 - $26.99 Original tp – 256 p - Non-fiction/travel – April 2004 release 

In this compelling collection of essays, internationally acclaimed novelists, poets, and nonfiction writers share the personal journeys they felt compelled to make.  Booker Prize winner Margaret Atwood travels to the northern site where the members of the Franklin expedition perished.  Nuruddin Farah, described by the New York Review of Books as “the most important African novelist to emerge in the last twenty-five years,” returns to his native, war-torn Somalia.  Orange Prize winner Kate Grenville (Australia) travels to the bush and the house of a convict ancestor.  Ivan Klima (Czech Republic), whose books and plays have been translated into 29 languages, visits the concentration camp where his family was interred.  Mark Kurlansky (U.S.), bestselling author of Cod and Salt, spends a week in a medieval Dominican monastery.  Wendy Law-Yone (Myanmar), author of The Coffin Tree and Irrawaddy Tango, follows the Burma Road.  The Booker Prize nominated Michael Collins (Ireland) writes of a foot race in the Himalayas.  Erica Jong contributes an essay about her return to Venice.  The editor of this collection, Katherine Govier, visits the grave of Miyamoto Musashi, the sixteenth-century Japanese sword master.  All the material in this collection is original.

