SECRETS OF SUPER STORYTELLERS
OLA Super Conference 2004

1.  The biggest secret is that there are no “secrets”!  Storytellers share and learn and borrow from each other all the time.

2.  Storytelling is like acting – you put on the character of Storyteller at the beginning of a program, and take it off at the end. It’s a persona that you generate for the sole purpose of storytime. The character/persona should be as comfortable to you as a favourite sweater. No two storytellers have the same persona. 

Children can quite easily differentiate between the Library Professional persona and the Storyteller.

3.  Your character should be one you can slip into without much preparation.  You don’t always have the luxury of time to enter into character.  Props and costume help – so do regular, routine beginnings and endings.  Please consider puppets.  They have their own characters and can get away with things that adults often can’t (a real plus for those of us with bad singing voices!).

4.  Never be afraid to look foolish in a deliberate way.  Intended foolishness is a time-honoured tradition.  When you do it with premeditation, for a specific effect, it can be a highlight of your program.  Remember, it’s part of that one specific persona, and not a reflection of your abilities in the rest of your job.

5.  Don’t rush!  We’ve all heard about the short attention spans of children, and about how television has changed their expectations of the pace of entertainment.  While it’s true to a degree, the most successful television shows also take their time in getting the point across.  Children like variety, but will follow an interesting story to its conclusion.

6. Have a definite ending.  This gives you the opportunity to close the session, walk away, and take off the Storyteller character.

Paul Axford
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