Role-Playing Games in The Library:

Answering Some Basic Questions
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WHAT are role-playing games?
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A role-playing game (or RPG) is a game with a handful of players and a person leading the adventure, called a game master (GM). The players create characters suitable to the theme of the game with ability statistics. The GM creates the plot and setting with the help of the book(s) and the players determine what their characters will do, how they will react to situations, etc. Dice and rules are used to help determine outcomes of the players’ actions. The most famous RPG is Dungeons and Dragons ©
WHY should I consider having or using them in my library?

· Popular (especially with “non-traditional library users”) 
· Promotes positive values / causes

· Enjoyable to play and to read

· Encourages reading, creative thinking, mental math skills

WHEN would I use role-playing games?
· To play as a club (school OR public library)

· To illustrate the distinction between fiction and non-fiction

· To inspire writers (especially with “Monster Manuals” and supplements)

· To interest the jaded reader that’s “read everything” or the rabid MMORPG (massive multiplayer online role-playing game) player
· To research obscure or unusual information

· To launch a unit or display on fantasy, science fiction or other genres

· To tie in curriculum (e.g. “surviving a trench attack when studying WW1” – thanks to Rob Prior for this and other suggestions)
WHERE can I purchase role-playing game products?

Role-playing games can be purchased through www.amazon.ca and at your neighbourhood Chapters/Indigo bookstore. If you are looking for specialized vendors, you may want to investigate:
· La Valet De Coeur (514)499-9970  www.levalet.com (Despite being located in Montreal, this game store offers good prices and speedy delivery.)
· 401 Convenience (416)599-6446 (In Toronto at 401 Yonge Street, this store is more famous for its collectible card games but has competitive prices and the latest games in stock.)
