21st Century Government Documents – OLA Superconference






Mary Monteith

February 3, 2005










mary.monteith@kpl.org

CURRENT AWARENESS
All sites accessed January 19, 2005
Listservs
AGIIG 
Access to Government Information Interest Group
Focus: To monitor issues relating to government publishing and the availability of government information.
To provide a channel through which interested Canadian Library Association members can assist the Association to foster its mission statement and goals as they relate to government publications and information.
To provide a forum where library workers can learn from one another or from experts in the field and can participate in other activities aimed at improving access to government information.
http://www.cla.ca/about/igroups/access.htm
DOCWORLD-L  
This listserv is available to persons interested in sharing government information worldwide. It is an unmoderated listserv sponsored by the International Documents Task force of ALA GODORT. 
To subscribe, send the following e-mail message to listserv@listserv.indiana.edu: 
SUBSCRIBE DOCWORLD-L Your Name
GOVDOC-L  
GOVDOC-L is a LISTSERV®-based discussion forum about American government information and the American Federal Depository Library program. Most subscribers are librarians in and out of government, although many private and public information producers are represented as well.  
Instructions for subscribing: http://lists1.cac.psu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=govdoc-l&A=1
Archives: http://lists1.cac.psu.edu/archives/govdoc-l.html

GOVINFO

Discussion forum for Canadian government information.

1. Address your email message to listserv@yorku.ca. 

2. In the body of your email message, issue the command:

SUBSCRIBE listname LastName FirstName 
where 
SUBSCRIBE is the command you issue to subscribe to a list. 
listname is the name of the list to which you want to subscribe. 
LastName FirstName is your last and first name. 
INFODEP – DSP 
Canadian Depository Library listserv, intended to facilitate communication between the DSP and the depository network.  Information about this list can be obtained at:  

http://dsp-psd.communication.gc.ca/INFODEP/infodep1-e.html#INFO
INTL-DOC

A listserv designed for international document librarians and users of IGO material. While it is intended primarily for individuals working with IGO documentation, queries and postings concerning the literature of foreign national governments and of international affairs in general will be welcomed. The United Nations Library uses INTL-DOC for the posting of notices regarding the depository program and other matters. 

To subscribe, send the following e-mail message to listserv@listserv.acns.nwu.edu: 
subscribe intl-doc Your Name
REFCAN-L

REFCAN-L is a electronic forum for discussing issues relating to the provision of reference and information services in Canadian libraries. It is meant to facilitate and encourage information exchange between those involved and interested in reference.
Discussions often include government information.
To subscribe to this list, simply send an email to: listserv@infoserv.nlc-bnc.ca In the body of the message, type the following command: SUBSCRIBE REFCAN-L Firstname Lastname (eg. SUBSCRIBE REFCAN-L John Smith)

News Alerts – What’s New by Department 
Most government departments have “What’s New” sections on their websites.  You can peruse these sites to monitor news releases for individual departments. 

Here are some suggestions to get you started:

(All sites listed below were accessed Dec. 29, 2004)

News alerts from the Government of Canada (listing of several sources)

http://www.gc.ca/whats/whatsnew_e.html#daily
Subscribe to The Daily and receive it in your mailbox each morning!

http://www.statcan.ca/english/dai-quo/subs.htm
What’s New from the Government of Ontario 
http://www.gov.on.ca/MBS/english/new/index.html
News: Prime Minister of Canada

http://www.pm.gc.ca/eng/news.asp
Premier of Ontario
http://www.premier.gov.on.ca/english/mailinglist/
CBC News Alerts - Headlines
http://www.cbc.ca/mycbc/do/newsletter/Alerts
Google news alerts – http://www.google.com/newsalerts?q=&hl=en
Sample news alert suggestions:


legislation Canada

legislation Ontario

law Canada

law Ontario

government Canada

government Ontario

Blogs and RSS
You have several choices of news aggregator to use in order to receive news feeds and blog content on your desktop.  I use Bloglines -  http://www.bloglines.com/
There are many other aggregators out there.  A listing is available at:

http://blogspace.com/rss/readers
If you are new to RSS, read this helpful article at Librarians’ Index to the Internet: 
http://lii.org/search/file/liirss/
Likewise, Karen Schneider’s article at: http://freerangelibrarian.com/archives/111803/getting_started_with.php
is a 15-minute tutorial on the use of RSS.
You can subscribe to news feeds from various Government of Canada ministry and department sites.   Look for the orange XML buttons that allow you to receive news feeds or blog content to your aggregator.  
A complete list of Government of Canada RSS feeds can be found at:

http://news.gc.ca/cfmx/CCP/view/en/index.cfm?categoryid=12&category=Choose%20Your%20News
Yahoo! News Searches as RSS feeds

http://news.yahoo.ca/
You can create a customized RSS feed from the Yahoo! news site.  Visit news.yahoo.ca and do a keyword search for the concepts you are interested in, such as ontario and legislation and environment.   You can also do an inurl search to limit to results from specific domains, for example inurl:gc.ca .  Your results page will include an orange XML button on the right hand side allowing you to view your result as RSS.  Click on this link, and use the resulting web address to subscribe to the feed in your aggregator.  Yahoo! also offers to send email alerts to Yahoo! members when new articles match your search term.  
You can also use customized search engines, such as those listed below, to locate RSS feeds. 
Feedster http://www.feedster.com/
Feedster indexes over 1 million syndicated sources and adds approximately 5,000 new feeds daily.

DayPop http://www.daypop.com/
Searches 59,000 news sites, weblogs and RSS feeds for current events and breaking news

QuackTrack http://quacktrack.com/
Bills itself as the world’s largest browsable blog index.

BlogsCanada http://www.blogscanada.ca/politics/default.aspx
Lists Canadian political blogs (not originating in government).
Clearinghouse Sites That Review Other Sites, Including Government Sites 
Librarians’ Index to the Internet

http://www.lii.org/
The Resource Shelf 

http://www.theresourceshelf.com/
The Scout Report

http://scout.wisc.edu/Reports/ScoutReport/Current/
News Sources
Read your local newspaper every day.  

Also, keep an eye on your municipality’s web site for press releases and other announcements.

Canoe News – Politics

http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Politics/home.html
The Wire

The WIRE is a daily news bulletin compiled for the Government of Canada's toll free service.

http://canada.gc.ca/wire/wire_e.html
CBC 
The CBC site is exceptionally good at presenting breaking news and links to related articles and indepth coverage.  This site also typically links to related documents if they are available.
http://www.cbc.ca/
The Globe and Mail

Requires (free) registration – for a quick scan use the Headline Index.  
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
The Hill Times – Canada’s Politics and Government News Weekly

http://www.thehilltimes.ca/
