Relevant Novels Survey Results

Preamble

The survey was distributed to secondary teacher librarians in the Greater Essex County District School Board in October.  The purpose of the survey was to obtain a sense of how the books from the Relevant Novels Phase I and II were being used, tracked and replaced, how prevalent the use of  literature circles is and general satisfaction with the initiatives.  The results and analysis of this survey provide a snapshot of the results of the Relevant Novel Initiative and help to provide further direction to the committee.  A total of 14 surveys were returned (4 from one school).  For purposes of analysis, 11 total surveys were used to calculate percentages (the answers from the 4 surveys were combined).
Question Results

1. How many teachers are using the relevant novels that were purchased by your       school?

100% of English teachers - 5 schools

70 – 75% of English teachers - 3 schools

40-45% of English teachers - 1 school

(Was not able to use data for rest of respondents)
2. What grade levels?   

Grade 9 - 100% of schools
Grade 10 – 100% of schools

Grade 11 – 90 % of schools

Grade 12 – 90% of schools

3. How has your English department organized them?

75% assigned specific titles to specific grades

13% assigned them to junior and senior levels


(Some schools understood this question to be one of physical organization)

4. How are your English teachers using the novels?
Schools are using them in multiple ways.  Here is what was reported:
DEAR/USSR – 50% of schools
FSE/ISU – 75%

Class Novel Study – 25%

Literature Circles – 100%

5. Are your English teachers using a literature circle approach?
According to the survey, 17 English teachers are presently using literature circles in their English classes.

6. If not, are they planning to try it?  How many?

Surveys indicated that 17 more teachers are going to try it this year.  However there was apprehension in regards to the amount of tracking that it entails.

7. What else is needed to embed relevant novels and small group novel studies in our schools?

Survey indicated that:
 40% wanted board level workshops

20% wanted user friendly literature circle materials

20% wanted a forum in which to share ideas

10% wanted to be able to trade books with other schools

8. Has your English department assigned certain titles to each grade?  Why/why not?

All but 1 school assigned novels to certain grades for the most common reasons of avoiding repetition as students moved through the different grade levels and ensuring books were appropriate to each grade level.

9. How are the novels being tracked once students have them?

Two schools reported that they had bar-coded all of the novels and they were tracked by computer on the student’s account.  The rest reported that teachers were responsible for tracking what novel was given to each student.  One school indicated that some novels were used as in-class sets only.

10. How and/or will you replace lost novels?

50% of schools reported they would replace lost novels

40% did not know whether they would replace them

10% would not replace them

Of those that would replace them, 70% indicted that they would charge the student to get the funds to replace the lost book and 30% did not know where they would get the funds to replace the books.

11. What are the students’ reactions to these novels?

95% of the respondents indicated that the students had a positive reaction to the books. Only 5% indicated that the response was both positive and negative.

12. Have you had any parental response?  What was it?

Only 1 school indicated that there was parental response.  That response was positive and the parent indicated that the student was reading more because the student liked the books. In some cases the parent read the book as well.

13. Please add any further comments that you have regarding this initiative.

Some comments:

· Excellent initiative

· Seeing positive results already

· Beneficial to reluctant readers

· Need more non-fiction, especially for reluctant boys

· Need more multicultural fiction

· Needed more time for Phase 2; felt like choices were made blindly
· Literature circle approach is daunting because teacher hasn’t read all books

· Depressing themes, strong language and other material make it unlikely that many of the novels wills be used in formal study
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