School Libraries and Literacy: A Logical Link

OLA Super Conference 2006

Taking up the Challenge

How can you promote literacy in your library program? 

· Identify interested colleagues to work with

· Offer support to new and/or young staff

· Plan “skill tasks” as part of the collaboration with teachers and ensure these skills are included in the evaluation rubric

· While collaborating with classroom teachers, incorporate literacy strategies and include them in assessment

· Encourage students to read more, and more effectively, through reading clubs, reading programs

· Create a literacy button on library home page to submit, compile and share resources – present this at a staff meeting

· Be a part of the literacy team within your school 

· Initiate a learning community of interested teachers, in order to discuss professional literacy resources and strategies

· Present quick, best practice activities at staff meeting

· Plan professional in-service with staff  - eg. - conduct workshops designed to help teach and integrate information literacy skills

· Offer book presentations to staff, that include annotated bibliographies

· Present specific subject applications in department meetings

Where is the evidence of successful literacy promotion in your library program?

            How can you measure the impact of your intervention?

· Collect evidence of success through assignment rubrics  - learning logs, journals/reflections, organizers

· Maintain teacher collaboration logs

· Keep a literacy collaboration log - a skills development chart/checklist  - documentation of skills taught over time

· Make note of :

· direct feedback from teachers and students – anecdotal praise and enthusiasm, testimonials, word-of-mouth 

· repeat collaboration

· engaged, keen students and teachers

· requests for resources, lessons and other services

· use of print and online resources, by both students and teachers

· hard data, such as circulation statistics, increase in library bookings

· new partnerships developed with teachers

· Create a professional portfolio and keep a success file of photos, projects, anecdotal feedback etc.

· You are seen as a vital player on the school literacy team

· Administration recognizes the vital role of the library in literacy efforts

· Library budget increases, or at least, does not decrease

· Secretarial hours increase, or at least, do not decrease

 How will you use your evidence of success?

· Budget discussions

· Parent advocacy

· Heads’ meeting presentation

· Reports to administration

· Newsletters – write a letter demonstrating student success

· Sharing sessions with colleagues

· To create new partnerships

· Reports / responses to the Think Literacy team

· Electronic evidence on website

For further information on collecting evidence, refer to Build Your Own Information Literate School, by Carol Koechlin and Sandi Zwaan. p173-87

