Libraries and Literacy…A Logical Link

OLA Super Conference 2006

Reading Program Initiatives

White Pine @ Waterloo Collegiate

OLC 4OI students
Overview

· Students who were interested in participating, met with T-L for 30 minutes,

      twice weekly, for six weeks.

· Students set their own reading goals (a three book minimum was required).

· Participation in program formed part of the summative activity for the course.

Strategies

· Each session included a round table discussion of the books being read, plus 

      a reading literacy activity.

· A story map and reading log were completed for each novel read. A weekly log 

      was sent to the OLC teacher.

· Every three novels read gave students a chance to select a prize.

· For last in-school session, students were asked to “sell” their favourite book 

      and provide anecdotal feedback on the program.

· Program concluded with a trip to the White Pine Author Ceremony in Toronto.

· Student participation was recognized on the school web page.

White Pine @ Preston High School

Two ENG IDW enhanced classes

Overview

· Both classes booked into the library most Fridays in January, February and March. 

· All students were to read one book of their choice and do activities around this book

      as part of their course work. The final activity would be a research project contributing  

      to their summative grade.

· Students were encouraged to read as many titles as possible, allowing them more choice in the planned activities and a chance to vote for their favourite author.

Strategies

· Introduced program in December, with a book display, book talk, snacks, and a preliminary book study worksheet, designed to familiarize students with the ten nominated titles. Students signed out first book and were to have it read by the first scheduled class in library, in January.

· Each Friday, classes came to library to do planned activities, several of which were graded by T-L, including: journal reflections, team-building exercises, story mapping, plotting perspectives, think/pair/share activities, and a final Battle of the Books team contest. (Carol Koechlin’s books are great resources for these activities).

· For final summative activity, students will work through the research process to 

      explore a theme/issue from the nominated books.

Feedback from both White Pine initiatives

· Classroom teachers were happy to partner with T-L, giving students the opportunity 

      for a unique experience, practice in reading literacy activities and more reading variety.

· Students mentioned repeatedly in their anecdotal feedback that they enjoyed the discussions and activities, and the chance to read books they would not normally choose to read.

Reading’s a Riot School-Wide Reading Initiative

Purpose: To promote and celebrate a love of reading among the students.

Rationale

To become life-long readers, students must have:

· Opportunities specifically designed to engage young people in reading.

· Schools that create an environment where independent reading is valued, promoted and encouraged. (Information Studies….Ontario School Library Association, 11)

Overview

Students receive incentives when they read books, and write book recommendations/reviews that are posted to the library web site. The library develops a worthy list of book reviews, to inspire our students and foster a lively reading community.

Strategies

· Students sign up to participate and at that time receive an incentive card to track the books they’ve read.

· A “Reading’s a Riot” icon is then placed on their desktop. This file contains the template for the book recommendation/review.

· Students read book, fill out the book review, save it and drag it into a group work folder on their desktop. Library receives review and posts it on the library web site.

· After first review is posted, student receives a “read” wristband. As students continue to review books, they earn more rewards – bookmarks, cafeteria coupons, coffee coupons, movie passes etc.

Planning for the program

· T-L teamed with Art teacher and some dedicated students to create a Library Council, whose mandate is to plan and implement programs that promote a love of reading among students

· Designed incentive structure, mascot, T-shirt, jingles, banners, contests, posters

· Wrote proposal to solicit funds from principal and community businesses

· Planned kick-off month activities

· Reading’s a Riot posters – a colourful display of posters, with accompanying corny jokes, which will blanket hallways each week, promoting the pleasure of reading

· Weekly contests – our themes this year will evolve around the various genres of fiction available – science fiction/fantasy, thriller, horror and romance, as well as biographies. These ‘easy’ contests help to hook the reluctant reader and advertise our program and library selection. This will be accompanied by appropriate displays in the library

· Announcements, with jingle, advertising reading incentive program

Feedback

Still to come!

