Libraries and Literacy…A Logical Link

OLA Super Conference 2006

Unit Title:  Disasters



Curriculum Area:  ELDCOI

Grade/Students addressed:  C and/or D level ESL classes

Instructional Strategies: 

· Students chose a natural disaster or an organization that responds to disasters to investigate.

· Students used Smart Ideas (Ministry-Licensed Software) to demonstrate their research, analysis and synthesis of their topic choice.

· Teacher-Librarian collaborated with the classroom teacher to identify key curriculum expectations and designed an instructional strategy that would address those expectations.

· Teacher-Librarian provided direct instruction to the students on research strategies, use of Smart Ideas software, bibliographic citation, and presentation methods.

· Classroom teacher and Teacher-Librarian worked together on reinforcing strategies for note-taking and vocabulary acquisition.

Results of Teacher-Librarian Intervention:

· Students were able to direct their own learning.

· Students formulated their own questions that stimulated their research.

· Students could manipulate new concepts, language and vocabulary within their own ability/comfort level.

· Students enthusiastically shared their learning with each other.

· Teacher was pleased with the student’s language development and the oral practice demonstrated – will definitely do the unit again.

Unit Title:  The Elizabethan Age (part of a unit on A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

Curriculum Area:  ENG 1DI

Grade/Students addressed:  Grade 9 Advanced English Students

Instructional Strategies: 

· Teacher-librarian and classroom teacher collaborated to rework and improve an existing Elizabethan England research project in preparation for the students’ study of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

· The reworked project – an Elizabethan newspaper -- was designed to ensure that students would process the information that they researched, and then present it in a new and creative way that would discourage simple regurgitation and plagiarism.

· The teacher-librarian taught an initial lesson on search features of various forms of media (books, encyclopedia, web sites), and on expanding key-word searches, and then later another lesson on preparing a bibliography.

· The classroom teacher and teacher-librarian worked individually with students throughout the unit to address any difficulties students had with accessing information, understanding various writing ‘forms’ (obituary, news story, etc), using Microsoft Publisher, etc.

Results of Teacher-Librarian Intervention:

· Teachers and students reported that the lessons taught by the teacher-librarian on search features of texts, expanding keywords, and bibliographic citations resulted in more efficient and successful research by students and eliminated previous problems with correct referencing of sources.

· Classroom teachers found that the newspaper format greatly reduced previous problems with plagiarism, and forced students to actively process the information they researched.

· The new version of the project, with the extra lessons taught by the teacher-librarian, is now used in all ENG 1DI classes at the school.

· We have just completed a similar reworking (including even greater teacher-librarian intervention) of an existing project for ENG 1PI classes with similar positive results.

Unit Title:  Novel Selection



Curriculum Area:  OLC4OI

Grade/Students addressed:  Grade 12 Literacy Class

Instructional Strategies: 

· Teacher-Librarian collaborated with the classroom teacher to identify key curriculum expectations and designed an instructional strategy that would address those expectations.

· Key goals were to reinforce letter-writing skills and to promote leisure reading.

· Students wrote a formal letter to the Teacher-Librarian identifying their personal interests and possible reading themes.

· Teacher-Librarian selected print resources for each individual student based on their letters.

· Students chose from the materials selected or conferenced further to make a personal selection.

Results of Teacher-Librarian Intervention:

· Students found something that personally interested them and were more willing to read.

· Students felt more comfortable coming to the library.  (Many of these self-professed “non-readers” returned to the library for further suggestions.)

· Teacher was very pleased and has incorporated this approach in other English classes.

“I have never had such positive feedback from students.  They were very excited about the books they received. One remark that I heard repeatedly was that they never went to the library because they didn’t know what to choose or where to even start looking.  Now they agreed that they would not hesitate to ask her for assistance again.   – Teacher”

