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Stage I: Brainstorming and Developing your Research Question
Brainstorming                                                                                                                  (from G.E.A.R.S., 2005)
Before you can begin any in-depth research for your essay you need to have a general idea of your topic.  To do this, you need to consult the following resources:

· Print or online encyclopedias 
· Historical timelines 
· Biographical dictionaries
Use the graphic organizer below to gather words that will help you when you begin searching library catalogues, online databases and the world wide web.









Developing your Research Question


    
                                     (from TDSB, 2005)
Complete this focus statement:

I am researching _____________________________________________________________________ because I want to find out ______________________________________________________________ in order to help my audience understand _________________________________________________ .

Using the 5 Ws and How, create several questions about your topic to further focus your research (come up with a minimum of two questions for each question category).
	WHO
	

	WHAT
	

	WHERE
	

	WHEN
	

	WHY
	

	HOW
	



Research question or Preliminary Thesis:


Names of key players related to topic





Topic:














Places related to topic (geography)





Related topics/terms














Synonyms/different spelling




















Relevant dates/time frames





Special terminology
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