SET A MOOD

· Sound – relaxing and inviting
· Scent – mellow or upbeat
· Furniture – comfortable and practical
· Books – accessible, easy-to-find, eye-catching
· Behaviour – courteous and sensible
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KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE
Reading Level – discuss with teachers

Interest Level – discuss with students and teachers

Subject Matter – what’s appropriate/in a K-8, some books are marked with stickers that read:  grade 6-8 only

Environment – what will reflect their community and it’s realities

SPARK THEIR INTEREST
Genre and Interest Bins and Displays 

They allow students to zero in on what interests them.  It also shows them other genres they might not have thought about reading previously.  It will encourage them to try something new.  It also gives a Genre name to what they like to read, and enables them to ask for similar books on subsequent visits.
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CONNECT STUDENTS AND BOOKS
Student Recommendations
Post student and teacher book recommendations on a large bulletin board, which students can peruse during their book exchange periods.  This gives students a forum to discuss their book.  The student gives their grade level and the genre, along with the recommendation.  Signing their name is optional.

Students like to read critiques written by other students, because they have similar interests and knowledge.

Special Contests

I’ve run a Baby Picture & Book contest that introduces the students to classic books.

Teachers give me a picture of themselves as a baby or toddler.  The pictures are put up on a large poster board.  Underneath their picture, I write the title of the book they ‘most loved’ as a child. 

Students enter the contest by guessing which teacher is which.  They must ask the teachers questions about stories the teachers liked to read when they were little.  

Students quickly become interested in actually seeing these books, and begin to bombard the library with requests for books like, Anne of Green Gables; The Wind in the Willows; Hardy Boys; etc.  Winners receive a book or journal.                                   3

Make Reading an Event!

Each year, the TD Bank sends out a free copy of a book to each grade one student in the TDSB.  Instead of just handing the books over to the students, I hold a giant “Read-In”.  All the grade one students are invited to the library for a HUGE read aloud.  When they arrive at the door, there is a banner and balloons to mark the occasion.

I sit at the front of the group, and the grade one teachers are placed strategically on each side of the group.  Each adult has a copy of the book.  As I read and show the pictures, the grade one teachers show the pictures as well.  It’s like having several jumbotrons in the room.  Students can see the pictures from any vantagepoint.

We discuss all aspects of the book and its illustrations.  Each child then receives their own copy of the book, along with a letter to the parents.  The letter explains how the student got the book, and gives tips for reading to their children.  The children are very excited by the entire event.

Books by Students

Collaborate with teachers to publish student books. Keep a copy of the book in the library.  The students love finding the book in the library, and reading it to others.  There is usually research involved in book, so students expand their reading and writing vocabulary. 
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Connect the books to the curriculum.  Teachers are always on board with this, because you are offering to share the load.

Examples:  Dennis Lee poetry

                   Grade One poetry

                   Grade Two and Three animal study

TEACHERS, BEGGING TO READ
Getting teachers involved in the process is extremely important.  I try to find books that will tempt them, and motivate them to give read-alouds in the classroom.  This helps students to see that:  adults read also; it helps students who are auditory learners; it engages the teacher and her class in a great sharing and learning experience; it encourages teachers to take an active role in their students’ reading; it helps to increase the students’ vocabulary, as the teacher will read and explain words the student may not understand, and would skip over when reading silently.

SUPERCONFERENCE BOOKLIST
Three Minute Tales – Margaret Read MacDonald

Ghostwise – Dan Yashinsky

More Stories to Solve – Peter Sis

Stories to Solve – Peter Sis

Gross Facts to Blow Your Mind – Judith Freeman Clark & Stephen Long

Magic Minutes:  Quick Read-Alouds for Every Day – Pat Nelson

The Storyteller at Fault – Dan Yashinsky

Beware of Storybook Wolves – Lauren Child

Ordinary Amos and the Amazing Fish – Eugenie and Henry Fernandes

Books by Chris van Allsburg

The Butter Battle Book and other books by Dr. Seuss

Earth From Above – Yann Arthus-Bertrand

Imagine a Night/ Imagine a Day – Rob Gonsalves

I Spy series

David Wiesner books (no words)

Arnie the Doughnut – Laurie Keller

Crime Science – Vivien Bowers

Spy – Richard Platt (DK)

Oh Yuck! – Joy Masoff

Kat Kong – Dav Pilkey

Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railway (graphic novel) – Michael Martin

What Do You Know About series  - Pete Sanders

Gross Me Out – Clay Meyer

Milo and the Magical Stones – Marcus Pfister

Drawing Manga –

Lives and Times (biographies of i.e. J.L. Kraft; Milton Hershey)

Funky Junk – Renee Schwarz

50 Nifty Super Origami Crafts – Andrea Urton

Cutaway Boats

Baloney – Jon Scieszka

101 Cool Magic Tricks – Glen Singleton

History’s Mysteries:  The Dead, the Doomed and the Buried – Jane B. Mason

Read 180 – Graphic Novels   i.e. Gulliver’s Travels – Adam Grant

Knots on a Counting Rope – Bill Martin Jr.

Marsupial Sue – John Lithgow

Scary Stories 3:  More Tales to Chill Your Bones – Alvin Schwartz

Max’s Logbook/Amelia’s Notebook – Marissa Moss

Thieves – Andreas Schroeder

American Girl Library:  What Would You Do? – 

And Nobody Got Hurt – Len Berman

Nancy Drew/Hardy Boys graphic novels

Disney Villains (DK) – Glenn Dakin

Something’s Happening on Calabash Street – Judith Ross Enderle

The Scoop on Poop – Wayne Lynch

