SURVEY OF LANGUAGE LEARNING BELIEFS
Purpose of this activity:  To think about our own beliefs and experiences regarding language learning because they influence how we interact with international students in libraries.  Becoming aware of them can lead to better communication exchanges.

1.  Languages are learned mainly through imitation.  Imitation plays a role but it is not the only factor because people come up with all kinds of new utterances that they make up themselves rather than repeat from others.  
2.  Parents usually correct young children when they make grammatical mistakes.  Parents tend to correct for meaning, and generally only correct a particular form if it interferes with communication.  
3.  People with high IQs are good language learners.  This is true mainly in classroom settings where students learn about a language.  In real settings, people of all abilities can be successful language learners.
4.  The most important factor in second language acquisition is motivation.  Not necessarily.  Motivated students can learn more, but motivation may be influenced both negatively and positively by aptitude, whether or not a student feels successful, and through interactions with others.

5.  The earlier a second language is introduced in school programs, the greater the likelihood of success in learning.  Yes, if the goal is native-like proficiency.  If the goal is effective communication with native speakers, another language may be learned successfully at any age.
6.  Most of the mistakes which second language learners make are due to interference from their first language.  This is a possible factor, but not the only one.  Often the same mistakes are made in English by speakers of many different first languages.

7.  Teachers should present grammatical rules one at a time, and learners should practice examples of each one before going on to another.  Language learning is not linear.  Language learners need to fit new rules into the existing system of rules by constantly readjusting and restructuring what they already know.

8.  Teachers should teach simple language structures before complex ones.  No matter in what order language structures are presented, certain structures are acquired before others.

9.  Learners’ errors should be corrected as soon as they are made in order to prevent the formation of bad habits.  Errors are a necessary part of language learning.  A correction may only be useful if the learner is developmentally ready to understand it at a particular point in time.

10.  Teachers should use materials that expose students only to language structures which they have already been taught.  Students need to be challenged at a level appropriate to their development (too little and they get bored, too much and they get frustrated).  Exposure to authentic material helps students more successfully learn English.

11.  When learners are allowed to interact freely (for example, in group or pair activities), they learn each others’ mistakes.  Second language learners do not make any more mistakes when talking to other students at or below their own proficiency level than they do when talking with native speakers.

12.  Students learn what they are taught.  No.  Students do not learn everything they are taught and often learn much that they are not taught.
Adapted from Lightbrown, P.M. & Spada, N. (1998). How languages are learned.  New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 111-116.
