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In September of 2005, the Main Branch of the Sault Ste. Marie Public Library began offering a new program for families with children of all ages.  The Family Storytime, which offers stories, crafts, booklists and literacy tips, has become a very successful program.  In October of 2005, we began offering an outreach Family Storytime to the Children’s Aid Society Community Corner location here in Sault Ste. Marie.  The reaction by the community to this six-week program has been very positive.  The Children’s Aid Society has already requested for the program to be repeated in 2006 at both its Chappell and 2nd Line locations.  They have also requested a one-time Holiday Family Storytime program during the month of December.  

The LEAP program, which is run by Ontario Works is for parents between 16 – 21 years of age and their children, assists young parents by providing them with education, financial assistance as well as peer-to-peer interaction, which is very important.  Currently, several organizations within Sault Ste. Marie are partnering to develop a program for young parents and their children at the YMCA.  The Algoma Health Unit, Red Cross, Child Care Algoma and the YMCA are among the organizations currently involved.  This approach to providing “one stop” access at a location, which is very attractive to teen parents affords them the opportunity to learn necessary parenting and life skills and as well as the opportunity for positive interactions with peers.  
I am proposing that the Sault Ste. Marie Public Library offer a thirty-minute Family Storytime program at the YMCA on alternating third and fourth Thursdays of the month at 7 – 7:30 pm.  The YMCA has set up space for the library and other organizations within the community to deliver programs for teen parents and their children.  This will provide teen parents and their children with stories, games, and opportunities to colour, play, and exercise newly developed literacy skills.  At appropriate times during each program parents would be presented with information concerning the results of the Ontario Early Years study.  This could include ways in which reading to infants influences brain structure.  It can also include pre-literacy skills their children are developing and how to encourage and support them.  Booklists with age appropriate books, as well as parent guides would be some of the resources we would make available to the participants.

By delivering this program at the YMCA in partnership with other organizations within the community the library would be able to make contact with families who are not aware of our resources.  During 2002-2003 the American Library Association performed a study on early literacy programs involving more than 30,000 children.  The results found that in order to reach teen parents it is best to provide programs at sites which offer teen parenting programs.  This approach resulted in a significant increase in teen parents accessing the library and its resources.
 Teen parents … who showed the fewest literacy behaviors at the outset - showed impressive, significant gains across the board, especially in reading to children 0-23 months old and a better understanding of which books are age appropriate. A month after the program began, differences between low- and middle-income parents had disappeared.

http://www.ala.org/ala/pla/plaissues/earlylit/researchandeval/researchevaluation.htm 
This provides the Sault Ste. Marie Public Library with an opportunity to reach out to these parents and their children.  Research done in public libraries has shown repeatedly that providing accessible, early literacy programs benefits both young parents and their children.

