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Blue Spruce Books are hard to beat.

Ten of them…….they’re really neat!

Canadian authors, illustrators.

Interesting books with titles galore!

Meet squirrels, parents, children too.

Monsters and animals….there’s quite a few!

There’s strange Camilla, Penelope.

Nicholas and Horrid Harry.

You’ll notice Clara’s really bad.

She often makes Madison mad.

Have you met Scaredy Squirrel or Sophie?

Wild  Stanley or weird Audrey.

Night hawk Henry stays up late.

Stanley jumps and skips the gate.

Read all ten, have a look!

Very soon you’ll vote one book.

May will come soon, do not fear.

Choose your favourite book this  year.

Terrific books, you’ll crave some more.

2007 you’ll just adore!

So get reading, everyone.

Go to the library…..have some fun!





L. Peck

Introduction of 2007 Titles

1. “The Very Hungry Sprucerpillar”.  Design bulletin  board caterpillar with book jackets, author and illustrator biographies.  Photocopy jackets, blow up to same size, cut out circles, add legs.  Sequence according to reading order.  

2. Teach Blue Spruce Chant.

3.   Themes:  
 •  Developing confidence.




 •   Finding yourself….coming into ‘oneself.’




 •  Overcoming fears.

 •   Making choices.



 •  Celebrating special abilities, differences, talents, and



      “uniqueness”. 




 •   Learning a lesson.

Culminating Activities…….Preparing to Vote!

1. Name That Book!

•  Choose and photocopy an illustration from each book.

    Number and collage the pictures and have the students identify the 

     title. 

•  Select one passage from each of the ten books.  Have students identify the book title.

•  Select one quote by a speaker from each of the ten books.  Have students identify the book title.

2. Brainstorm a list of all the characters in the books.  Categorize them in a variety of ways.

Shy

       Brave
            Funny
            Cowardly            Friendly        Scary/Mean    Imaginative      Disorganized           Unique
       Weird

Monsters           Animals             Children                    Adults                  Other

3. Put all the book titles  in alphabetical order, by sequencing the book jackets.

4. Space out all ten books on the floor.  Informally “vote” by standing in front of the book of your choice.  Graph the results.

5. Individually, in pairs or as a group…..select your favourite book.  Write to the author and explain your reasons  for selecting their book.  

6. On a map of Canada, identify the places of residence or birth of the authors and illustrators.  Sort them into the 10 provinces  for the younger grades.  Locate the cities  for the older students.

7. Using 10 hula hoops, have the students  match the Artifacts/Souvenirs  to the correct book….or…….put all the souvenirs inside the correct hoop and have the students guess which book matches with  the objects.  

8. Write a song….On the first week of Blue Spruce, the Librarian gave to me….

                   a book on Penelope.


       On the second week of ….Taming Harry. 

10.  Review  the chart…   Why I Like This Book?  (Elements of a Book)-

     
            (After reading each book, grid the results.)  Discuss the chart.

11.  Trivia Contest     •  Students write questions/answers on cards.  Organize  students into teams.  Share the questions.

     True/False Statements  •  Students write statements.  Put answers on the back   of the cards.  

12.  Use the Trivia Questions and create a crossword puzzle to solve…..www.puzzlemaker.com 
13.  Write an Acrostic Poem using the book title. 

14.  Venn Diagram….Use hula hoops and choose two book titles to compare.  Try    three titles.

15.   Design a bookmark or poster for your favourite book.

16.Print out a coloured book jacket and glue onto a piece of paper to 

Create a jigsaw puzzle.  
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Camilla Chameleon 

Activities:






Souvenirs
•  Design a balanced meal menu for                                 •  Cream of Chameleon

     for breakfast/lunch and dinner.


                Soup

•  Tape a hopscotch pattern on the carpet and 

•  curly tongue

     teach the students how to play .



•  bowl/soup spoon

•  Illiteration… ‘clever ‘ Camilla …brainstorm

• deck of playing cards

     ideas with the students  for their names

•  shoe box

•  Teach the students how to play ‘Crazy Eights’      
•  comic book

•  Rhyming words….  “Willy McNilly” Doctor Proctor
•  clock set @ 6:00 pm 

•  Meaning of ‘camouflage’….relate to animals in 
•  Rootin’ Tootin’ Root Beer

    the environment 






                

•  If you had the ability to change or camouflage     
•  Cream of Pteradactyl

    yourself….What would you be?  Draw yourself                 Soup

    before and after.

•  What clue(s) were there to indicate that  Camilla was going to be a big sister?    Trace the pattern of changes.  

•  Camilla had many talents  related to ‘blending in’ and ‘standing out’ .   

     Discuss Camilla’s talents  and  tell about one of your ‘talents’.


Vocabulary Words

•  unique…..(Camilla was the only animal in a class of all humans).

• carbonated bubbles



• mortified

• flabbergasted




• astonished

• applause




• tickled pink

• embarrassed

Clara and the Bossy
Activities
    Souveniers







•  Talk about Clara and Madison and the changes in their
•  quilt


     relationship @ the beginning/middle/end of the book.



•  tuna sandwich
    

•  Discuss bullying and strategies for dealing with it.  



•  colour purple

    How did Clara resolve her feelings about Madison?

•  Triangles are one of Clara’s favourite shapes.  List other things  that are in 

     the shape of a triangle …..square,  rectangle, circle.





•  Use speech bubbles to create  a short cartoon strip.

•  Recipe:  Prepare tuna salad on crackers for a taste testing.

•  Friendship Theme:  Discuss what qualities you would like in your best friend.



                   Why do people become ‘friends?’

•  Use Eric Carle’s pattern in Today is Monday to write a song about this story.


Monday 
 • best friends


Tuesday 
 • triangles


Wednesday        • tuna


Thursday
 • bossy


Friday
              • friendly


Saturday
 • purple dress


Sunday
              • best friends



All you little children, come make a friend.

•  Read Ruth Ohi’s biography.  Generate questions  based on her ideas.


Students write their own paragraphs about themselves in the form of a 



letter.   

•  Math  • gather one piece of information about your students

(Favourite  Colour ) and graph the results.

Earth to Audrey

Souvenirs       •   kite       •  grasshopper   • (green/green/green)    •socks 


          •  shoes    •  globe
  • basketball

  • gum


          •  red hat/flower

Activities
•  Do mini-research on some of the non-fiction information that is discussed in the story. ….time, sun, star, night/day, Big Dipper, North Star, constellations

•  Divide students into groups of five.  Students  spread out on the ground like an earth-bound star.  

•  Ray has a great imagination.  Have students spread out on the carpet or outside (if possible) and look up into the sky.  What do they see?

•  Art Idea with Literature Connection:  It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles Shaw.  Use white paper and create objects  that you might see in the clouds.  Use the ‘tearing’ technique.

• Discuss  Ray and Audrey’s friendship.  Why was it special?  Tell one thing that is special about one of your friends.  

•  Song…Twinkle, twinkle, little star


   (Re-write new words to the song.)  

• Make a chart of activities that we do everyday that involve “time”.

Penelope and the Monsters

Souveniers   •  checkers  • teddy bear   •flashlight   •quilt
Activities 

•  Review dedication and how it relates to the story.

•  Examine the endpapers and how they also tie in with

    the story.       








•  Literature Links:    

•Penelope and the Humongous Burp and compare the two stories using a Venn Diagram.

•  Goldilocks and the Three Bears

•  Robert Munsch story

•  Patterns  ….“I’m never, ever, not in a million trillion gazillion years going to sleep.”  

             •  Discuss other patterns… (Theme:  Sequencing/Progression of the 



                          monsters/pulling the quilt over her chin/nose/eyes/head).

Time   • brainstorm all the words that have to do with “time”.  Write on



    Cards.  Sequence your words from smallest to largest.

Size   •  tiny voice/medium-sized voice/very large voice

         

•  gnomes/trolls/giants



•  dresser/closet/bed

Numbers   
•  How many times does  Penelope call her father to come into                            

                            the  room?    


             •  How many times does  Penelope scream?

                          •  Discuss whether you feel Penelope was brave or courageous?


             •  How did Penelope get rid of the monsters?


             •  If you were afraid…..what would you do?

Drama               •  In pairs….Reporter Interviews Penelope about her recent 



      experiences.

Art

 •  Create and illustrate your own monster.  Name your monster.  



 •   Write 3 words to describe how you would feel if you met your



      Monster.

  

Vocabulary Verbs
•  announced    •  shrieked   •  gulped      • chattered   • clattered   •fluttered    • rattling
•  thumped        •  shivered    • quivered  • trembled     •  shaking     • banging

Scaredy Squirrel

Souvenirs

•  acorns        •  mask           • oak leaves      •  binoculars         • emergency kit

•  yellow rubber gloves     •  antibacterial soap      • net       •calomine lotion

•  bee       •  clock set 9:37 am

Vocabulary


• leaves (noun/verb)    • venturing   •  predictable   • routine

            • glide     • incredible    •  inspired      •  drastic changes

Activities

      •  Make a t-chart.

  
  Things You Are Afraid of….
Things Scaredy Squirrel is Afraid of….
      •  the dark




•  tarantulas    •  germs

      •  strangers




•   poison ivy   •  green Martians








•   killer bees   •  sharks




            Scaredy Squirrel’s Life….

Before                                   

                   After

• Compare the Advantages and Disadvantages in a Venn Diagram  for Scaredy of ‘staying in the same old place’.  

•  Research (Non-fiction)    •Facts about Squirrels. 





      • Facts about Nuts.


•Bring in a variety of nuts in labeled plastic baggies.  Sort according to colour/size.

Sayings:


•   “Nuts to You!”  “Nuts About You.”  “Acting Nutty as a Squirrel.”  


      “You’re nuts!”  “That’s a Nutty Idea.”  “Oh Nuts!”

•  “Branch out a little at a Time.”

•  “Better Safe Than Sorry.”


• “Playing dead.”

•  Pick an adjective that describes  you.  Now change it so it begins with the first letter of your name.  Write them out on acorns and make a display.

•  Rewrite the song from the Eric Carle Pattern Book:  Today is Monday


Monday            •acorns       


Tuesday           • pecans


Wednesday
   • almonds


Thursday
   • filberts


Friday 
   • peanuts


Saturday
   • brazil nuts

           Sunday
   • walnuts

All you hungry squirrels, have a smorgasborg.  
All you nutty squirrels come and have a feast.

•  Pros and Cons  / Advantages and Disadvantages of :


• Should I do my homework or not?


•  Should I listen to my mother or not?

•  Scaredy Squirrel wakes up @ 6:45 am and goes to sleep @ 8:00pm .  At first he follows  the same routine everyday.  

•Plan an ‘interesting new day’ for Scaredy.  
• Plan an interesting day for yourself and give the time and activities that you have chosen for yourself.

•  Review times on a clock.  

•  Compare in a Venn Diagram Scaredy’s Life with Stanley’s Life in…… Stanley’s Wild Ride.
Scaredy Squirrel  

On the ground 

Hippity, hop

Up Scaredy scampers

To the tree top.

Sitting, moving 

Around the tree.

There he stays,

Safe as can be.

Cracking his nuts,

In the shell.

Uh-ohh!  Reaching, leaning

Down he fell.

Scaredy jumps to catch his kit.

He has a predictable panic fit.

He starts to glide.  

My-oh-my.

Phew!  He’s a squirrel,

That can fly!

Sophie and the Sea Monster

Souvenirs

• unmatched socks

• toothbrush attached to shampoo bottle

• pigtail braids

Activities

•  Procedure Writing
• Learn How to Braid  





•  Different Ways to Wear Hair •braid, pigtail, ponytail

Discuss Fears/Worries

    •  Sophie was worried about big dogs, thunderstorms, snapping turtles, 

losing her homework etc .    

    • The Sea Monster was  fearful that it would be too hot, too cold if he came out from under the bed, leopards, snapping turtles etc.

 •Compare in a Venn Diagram  



•  What parents worry about    •  What children worry about


•  Discuss       “Fears”  that are  Realistic/Unrealistic

•  Provide a sock template.  Design a colourful sock for Sophie’s Sea Monster to eat.

•  Based on the story……brainstorm all the monster adjectives/characteristics and put together in a pattern poem.  (ie.   Beans Pattern Poem)

•  Draw a monster based on the description in the song.  

Literature Links:

•  Henny Penny    •  Chicken Little      •  Where the Wild Things Are (M. Sendak)

•  Do Not Open 

•  Discuss coward, fearful and brave as they relate to Sophie and the Sea Monster.  

Sayings

•  “Face Your Fears” .

Question:  How did Sophie encourage the sea monster to return to the sea where he belonged?   (By modeling how to “face your fears.”)   How did the characters face their fears?

•  Eric Carle Pattern ….Today is Monday.  Solicit responses from students about their fears.  Re-write the song.


Monday  - spiders

Tuesday – monsters      Wednesday - snakes

“So all you daring children, let’s take a risk.”



Literature Links:

•  Venn Diagram Comparison to Scaredy Squirrel.

• Card catalogue   •  Access and make a list of all the books on ‘monsters’ in your library,

Stanley’s Wild Ride

Souvenirs

•  skateboard     • garbage pail
• dog bone

•  wood fence

•  underwear with clothes pegs on a line        • jar of dirt

Activities

•  Brainstorm a list of “Famous Dogs” •Spot/Lassie/Scooby-Do/Pongo/Purdy/

Clifford/Lady and the Tramp/Beethoven

•  Re-tell the story using the clothesline.  Clip on main events as you speak.

•  Recipe:  Bake dog-bone biscuits.

•  “Ow-ow-owooo!”  Practise barking individually for a ‘dog barking contest’.


Practise the story bark and join in at the appropriate time.

• Riddles:  Write a riddle like the one from the story.  Choose an object from the book and write 3 clues .  Use the one for Stanley’s  skateboard to model and introduce the story.


What am I?
  It’s strange, flat, red and black.  It smell like feet.  It’s supposed to have a kid on it. What am I?




Similies

•  Stanley and his friends had a wild adventure.  

     Discuss similies to do with speed.  •“Faster than a speeding bullet.”

• “Faster than a locomotive.”     •  “Quick as a bunny.”   

•  “Faster than a supercharged turbo car.”

•All of the ‘means’ of transportation had wheels.  Make a list of things that move with wheels.  (skateboard/truck/scooter/tricycle/shopping cart)

•  Structures:  A fence was a structure to keep Stanely safe and protected.  Brainstorm other ‘Things’ that Keep People Safe’.•  house  • life jacket  

• seatbelts  • helmets  • rules

Word Match  • match the dogs with their escape method

ie.  Gassy Jack  • filled the kiddy pool and jumped from the second     story window.

Sayings:


•  “Where there’s a will, there’s a way.”  “I’m right on his tail.”

Literature Links:


•  Compare Stanley’s Wild Ride with Stanley’s Party.
Taming Horrible Harry

Souvenirs

•  rock to sit on      •  large oak leaf      •  a bowl of eyeball ping pong balls 

Vocabulary Words

•  skedaddle         • confused        • furious         •  bellow        •  eager  • cozy                      •  temper tantrums     •fled

Activities

 •  Illiteration examples:  Horrible Harry/Dolores del Dragon/ Two-headed Thomas  •  Create examples from the story.

•  Adjectives :  big, dirty, mean, horrible   ( monster- noun) . 

•  Select other nouns from the story and describe.

Favourite Story Books:

•  Horrible Harry was forever ‘changed’ /transformed by the magic of a story.  Bring in a souvenir from your favourite book.

•  Write  a paragraph about the time something happened to you that changed your life.  •  learning to tie your shoes  •  riding a bike   •  learning to read.  Discuss how you felt.

Wake Up Henry Rooster

Souvenirs

• slippers     • a bed pillow    • hammock    •  walkman    •  alarm clock

• bandana   • box of popcorn  •  Mexican sombrero

Activities

             •  Review the dedications as they relate to the story.  Discuss parts of a book.

•  “oo” words from the story    •  rooster   •  soon   •too    •coop

•  Brainstorm a list of “oo” words.

Similies

•  “as quiet as a lamb”    •  “as quiet as a mouse”     •  as light as a feather

•  “as noisy as a rooster crowing at the crack of dawn.”

Nocturnal/Diurnal


•  Discuss the differences and how they relate to animals.

 •  Henry stayed up late and played cards, popped corn, danced, horsed around in the barn……

Question: •  What would you like to do if you could stay up all night?

Vocabulary

•  ‘crack of dawn’

•  dawn/dusk      • night owl      • night hawk

•   sunrise

Sayings

•  “I’m not a morning person”.   (rooster)

•  “The early bird catches  the worm.”

•  “Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise.”

Survey and Graph

•Discuss the differences between an ‘early morning riser’ and a ‘night hawk.’


Students vote .  People graph the results.

Responsibility
•  Henry had a responsibility.  What were some of the consequences of Henry’s lateness?  (sun frowned, animals not fed on time, children missed bus)  If you were late for school, what could some of the consequences be? 

Tell how you wake up?  •  clock/radio/mom/ alarm 

Where’s My Hockey Sweater?

Souvenirs

•  tuque      • baseball cap       •  flip flops      •  puck     • mirror    • clock @ 7:20

• cereal box    • pail shovel     •  tennis ball     •  racquet     • key chain

Activities

Game of hockey  •  Bring in a selection of hockey equipment and dress up a student.


•  Review a few rules associated with hockey/objective of the game.

Names of NHL Hockey Teams      Nicholas plays Houseleague hockey.

•  How many NHL teams do you know?  



•  Toronto Maple Leafs      •  Pittsburgh Penguins



•  Montreal Canadians        •  Ottawa Senators 

Word Search Puzzle


• Use the list of hockey equipment to prepare a puzzle.

• shin guards/hockey pants, hockey socks/ stick/ puck/ hockey sweater/shoulder pads .

Vocabulary

•  rummaged – Nicholas  looked many places to find his missing equipment.  How many can you recall?

•  practice/practise 

Song: 
On the first day of practice,  the coach gave to me:

A stick for the players to see.



On the second day of practice, the coach gave to me:

Two leather gloves.

Three rolls of tape.

Four matching sticks.

Five hockey pucks.

Six shoulder pads.

Seven mouth guards.

Eight Leaf sweaters.

Nine shin guards.

Ten water bottles. 
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Name that Book!

He'd rather stay in his safe and familiar tree than risk venturing
oul into the unknown. |

He rummaged under the W(H)rkb/ench and behind the suitéases and
through the toy boxes. Finally, he found his helmet.

She thought of the lost purple stone. She thoﬁght of tuna and
triangles. She thought of dinosaurs. -

That night, they went outside to look at the moon, which was
shining like a yellow balloon right above them. They went down to
the beach and danced the moondance.

The ball twirled forever as we watched. Days and months and
_years passed. Aliens can make you see the future.

But he'd been stuck in that yard practically his whole life. And it
was always the same. Same old bush. Same old clothesline.

- Same old fence.

"I'm never, ever, not in a million trillion gazillion years going to
sleep!”

walked to the front of the room. Shé waited until her
teacher distracted the class with a tricky subtraction question.
Then she blended into the blackboard.

"You can't get up early...yet you seem to be very good al staying
up late. Just how late do you think you can stay up?”

Curious, he picked it up again and slowly turned the pages. The
pictures were all so beauliful that he carried it back with him to
his cave.




