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Argumentative Research Essay

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

Course Culminating Activity

Introduction

Part of being a successful law student is knowing how to write an argumentative essay. A significant part of this course is learning how to complete such a task following the 4 stages of the research process. For this essay, you will be choosing a topic related to the Canadian and International Law course and finding and using both primary and secondary sources to develop an argument which you will support in the form of an essay. Below you will find the details of this major research assignment.

Topics
	· Refugee/Immigration laws


	· Youth Criminal Justice Act
	· Environmental law

	· Plea Bargaining
	· Multiculturalism – preservation vs. Integration
	· International Court of Justice

	· Canada’s Arctic sovereignty
	· Canada’s Maritime Sovereignty
	· Affirmative Action Programmes

	· International Human Rights
	· Aboriginal Rights (International issues)
	· War Crime Tribunals

	· Majority versus Minority Rights
	· United Nations – Canada’s role
	· United Nations as an International body

	· Constitutionality of s. 43 of the Criminal Code
	· The Charter and Canada’s Aboriginal peoples
	· Individual Liberties vs. Public safety

	· Supreme Court of Canada
	· Philosophy of Law
	· Jury System



	· Role of Prisons
	· Alternatives to Prisons
	· Freedom of Expression vs. the Law

	· Freedom of Religion vs. the Law
	· Defence Disclosure of Evidence
	· The Internet and the Law

	· Anti-Terrorism Laws
	· Labour Unions


	· Diplomatic Immunity

	· Family Law
	· Feminist Jurisprudence
	· Discrimination within the Criminal Justice System

	· Canadians Committing crimes abroad
	· Victims’ rights vs. Offenders’ rights
	· Judicial activism/Role of Judges

	· Reliability of Forensic Evidence /Role of Science in the Courts
	
	


You may choose a topic not on this list, but you must get approval from your teacher.

General Requirements

· about 1000 words

· typed, double-spaced

· includes an annotated bibliography (APA style)

· is the culmination of several activities which help build your research skills – marks will be integrated into course work (under assignments)

· the final draft is worth 15% of your total course mark

· all activities must be completed in order for your final essay to be evaluated

STAGE 1 - Prepare

	ACTIVITY
	ASSESS/EVAL?
	DUE DATE

	· Background reading related to topic (textbook, encyclopedias)

Library/Lab visit 
	N/A
	

	· Developing keywords and questions to focus research
	Assessed
	


STAGE 2 – Accessing Resources

	ACTIVITY
	ASSESS/EVAL?
	DUE DATE

	· Library visit: electronic database search

        - library databases

        - online periodicals

                          - websites (website evaluation)
	N/A
	

	· Proposal
	Evaluated
	

	· Resource Tracking Sheet
	Assessed
	

	· Choose and collect the most suitable resources for research

- this means going out and getting or ordering print  

  materials/books, downloading articles, visiting librairies   

  (including Reference Library if needed)
	N/A
	

	· Reflection on Stages 1 and 2
	Evaluated
	


STAGE 3 – Processing Resources

	ACTIVITY
	ASSESS/EVAL?
	DUE DATE

	· Annotated Bibliography and preparing an APA References page – How to…

· Note-taking: using the split-page or note card method to take notes
	N/A
	

	· 
	N/A
	

	· Record information from chosen resources using one of the above methods (note-taking)
	Evaluated


	

	· Preliminary annotated bibliography
	Assessed
	

	· Essay Outline with thesis statement
	Assessed
	

	· Reflection 3
	Evaluated
	


STAGE 4 – Transferring Learning

	ACTIVITY
	ASSESS/EVAL?
	DUE DATE

	· Complete first draft of essay with annotated bibliography

· Participate in peer editing session
	Assessment
	

	· Complete final draft of essay with annotated bibliography
	Evaluated 

(15% of total course mark)
	

	· Reflection 4 (in-class)
	Evaluated
	


Stage 1: Developing Keywords and Questions                                        (from G.E.A.R.S., 2005)
Use the graphic organizer below to gather words that will help you when you begin searching for resources.
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Developing your Research Question


    
                                 (from TDSB, 2005)

Complete this focus statement:

I am researching _____________________________________________________________________ because I want to find out ______________________________________________________________ in order to help my audience understand _________________________________________________ .

Create several questions about your topic to further focus your research (come up with a minimum of two questions for each question category).
	WHO
	

	WHAT
	

	WHERE
	

	WHEN
	

	WHY
	

	HOW
	



Formulate your primary research question (Preliminary Thesis):



Stage 2:  Accessing Resources – Selecting, Locating and Gathering

Use the following search strategies to make your online searching (catalogues, databases and the WWW) more effective:     

	ACTION
	EXAMPLE

	· Use a variety of keyword searches (i.e. subject keyword, general keyword)


	Subject search

Keyword search

Relevance search

	· Try variations (singular/plural) or synonyms of the keyword 
	· law – act – statute

· prison – incarceration –  jail – punishment

	· If you are searching for an individual type in their last name, followed by their first name

· or type in their title
	· carter, rubin

· mclachlin, beverley

· Truscott, stephen

	· Use Boolean features (AND, OR, NOT)


	· rights AND aboriginal

· collective AND security AND united nations

· sovereignty AND arctic NOT united states

	· Look for “Search tips” provided by the catalogue or database


	


	· Shelf-browse in subject-specific Dewey areas


	Find a book that is relevant to your topic, go to that section of the library and look at the books around it in the same area


Other Useful Search tips:

	Truncation
	Allows searching all variations of a word using the root word followed by a symbol.  Most databases use the asterisk, for example Canad* would search for Canada, Canadian, Canadians, Canadien, Canadianization



	Proximity Operator
	Used to search for two or more words that occur within a specified number of words (or fewer) of each other in the databases. The proximity operators are usually the letters N (Near) or W (Within) and a number (to specify the number of words). The proximity operator is placed between the words that are to be searched.  For e.g.  women W5 Shakespeare  

	Advanced Search
	Allows searching of multiple fields and/or search techniques, including combinations of search terms using Boolean operators



	Phrase Searching
	Words searched as a single concept. The words must appear together exactly as entered in the search box. Use quotation marks around the phrase.




Stage 2:  Argumentative Essay Proposal
Your essay proposal must be 

· 1-2 pages in length (250-500 words)

· in paragraph format (leave extra space between sections)

· typed, double-spaced

· free of spelling and grammar errors

· accompanied by the Resource Tracking Sheet (an essential component)

The proposal must include the following

1. Preliminary Thesis Statement

Clearly indicate the main topic you will address and explain the position you are going to argue.  Make sure to express a clear point of view (your thesis must be arguable) that can be supported with evidence from your research.

2. General Overview

Provide details as to how you will approach your essay topic.  List or identify the areas of focus you plan to include to support your thesis.  Explain what information you plan to gather to support the thesis.  You may also include what you already know about the topic and what you plan to research further to support your argument. 

3. Significance of Topic

Explain why you chose this topic.  Consider elaborating on why this topic is important to you or how it has a personal connection. (Note: saying that you chose the topic because “it is a very serious legal issue in our society today” is not appropriate.  This is a very general and vague statement.)

4. The Process: Sources

Identify the kinds of sources you are planning to gather information from.  Explain why you believe these will benefit your work.

5. The Process: Overcoming Obstacles

Identify a stage of the research process you are concerned about - possibly a stage that you have had difficulty with in the past - which you believe you are going to need help with.  Explain what steps you will take to overcome this issue.

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY PROPOSAL RUBRIC

	Criteria for Proposal
	Needs Improvement

1-       1       1+
	Satisfactory

2-      2        2+
	Good

3-      3      3+
	Excellent

  4-          4
	Outstanding

4+          4++

	Preliminary Thesis Statement: a precise point of view is stated and is clearly and concisely in the form of an argument supportable by research.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Overview: Clearly and concisely identifies the issues of focus which will support the thesis.  Highly detailed explanation of the plan to argue/support the thesis.   


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Significance of Topic: Personal connection to the topic is noticeably precise and unambiguous. Explanation is coherent and thorough.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Process: Sources Demonstrates a thorough understanding and assessment of appropriate sources relevant to the topic.

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Process:Overcoming Obstacles

Personal reflection indicates a high degree of evaluation of personal learning experience.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spelling and Grammar: Proposal is free of errors.  Overall proposal is coherent – no interrupted flow of writing.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resource Tracking Sheet: Complete and a variety of reliable and relevant sources have been identified for further research.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments


	Overall Level:

Overall Mark:




Stage 2:  Resource Tracking Sheet
This is only a LOG of your sources. Your final bibliography must be in APA format.

PRINT SOURCES

	TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY / EARL HAIG LIBRARY
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	City of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number



	
	
	
	

	
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	City of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number



	
	
	
	

	
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	City of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number



	
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	City of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number



	
	
	
	

	
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	City of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number



	
	
	
	


ARTICLES – Electronic

	
	Periodical Source from a Database

	
	Author(s)
	Title of Article



	
	Name of Original Publication
	Volume No.
	Issue
	Date of Publ.
	Pages



	
	Database Name 
	Database URL
	Date of Access



	
	
	
	

	
	Periodical Source from a Database

	
	Author(s)
	Title of Article



	
	Name of Original Publication
	Volume No.
	Issue
	Date of Publ.
	Pages



	
	Database Name 
	Database URL
	Date of Access



	
	
	
	

	
	Periodical Source from a Database

	
	Author(s)

	Title of Article



	
	Name of Original Publication
	Volume No.
	Issue
	Date of Publ.
	Pages



	
	Database Name 
	Database URL
	Date of Access



	
	

	
	Periodical Source from a Database

	
	Author(s)

	Title of Article



	
	Name of Original Publication
	Volume No.
	Issue
	Date of Publ
	Pages



	
	Database Name 
	Database URL
	Date of Access



	
	Periodical Source from a Database

	
	Author(s)
	Title of Article



	
	Name of Original Publication
	Volume No.
	Issue
	Date of Publ.
	Pages



	
	Database Name 
	Database URL
	Date of Access




INTERNET SOURCES – an evaluation must be completed for all web sites used
	WORLD WIDE WEB

WORLD WIDE WEB
	Web Site

	
	Author(s) or Organization’s Name
	Title of Web Site



	
	Title of Article (within web site if applicable)


	Web Address

	
	Date of Access


	

	
	
	

	
	Web Site

	
	Author(s) or Organization’s Name
	Title of Web Site



	
	Title of Article (within web site if applicable)


	Web Address

	
	Date of Access


	

	
	
	

	
	Web Site

	
	Author(s) or Organization’s Name
	Title of Web Site



	
	Title of Article (within web site if applicable)


	Web Address

	
	Date of Access


	


Evaluation Rubric – Argumentative Essay Final Draft

	
	Criteria
	Level 1  (50-59%)
	Level 2  (60-69%)
	Level 3  (70-79%)
	Level 4  (80-100%)

	70%
	Introduction 
	· thesis in the form of an argument is not evident – simple statement of fact

· little attempt to provide  background information
	· thesis is attempted, but  needs to indicate a clearer argument and/or makes irrelevant connections

· background information is insufficient to engage reader


	· thesis demonstrates an argument and is relevant to the scope of the review, but needs to be re-worked to be clearer and less awkward

· background information is sufficient, but needs to be more engaging
	· thesis demonstrates a precise argument very effectively and is clearly relevant to the scope of the review 

· greatly engages reader’s attention through background information



	
	Knowledge& 

Understanding
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· research demonstrates thorough and insightful understanding of a variety of points of view

	
	Thinking & Inquiry
	· explains and analyses research material with limited effectiveness
	· explains and analyses research material with some effectiveness
	· explains and analyses research material with considerable effectiveness
	· explains and analyses research material with thorough insight

· extensive supporting evidence has been provided to confirm topic sentences and thesis

	
	Conclusion


	· abrupt ending, restatement of thesis is not apparent

· final message has been written hastily and with little thought 
	· thesis restated, but is not clearly related to thesis in introduction

· final message is simple and vague
	· thesis restated, but use of words very similar to introduction

· final message is relevant and demonstrates some thought on topic
	· thesis clearly restated using different words from introduction

· final message is insightful and relevant

	
	Topic Sentences 

 
	· topic sentences are not related to the thesis
	· topic sentences are at times relevant, but need to make a clearer connection with the thesis 
	· most topic sentences are clear, related to the thesis and indicate to the reader what will be discussed in the paragraph
	· all topic sentences are clear, related to the thesis and indicate to the reader what will be discussed in the paragraph

	
	Evidence and Research


	· very little evidence, examples, and/or details are incorporated 

· research demonstrates limited knowledge of facts, theories, and concepts
	· evidence and examples need to be more relevant or specific

· research demonstrates some knowledge of facts, theories, and concepts
	· relevant evidence and examples have been incorporated, but could be more detailed in some areas

· research demonstrates considerable knowledge of facts, theories, and concepts
	· substantial and relevant evidence, examples, and details have been incorporated to confirm topic sentences

· research demonstrates thorough knowledge of facts, theories, and concepts




	
	Criteria
	Level 1  (50-59%)
	Level 2  (60-69%)
	Level 3  (70-79%)
	Level 4  (80-100%)

	30%
	Organization of Ideas


	· the writing lacks unity and coherence


	· the development of ideas is not completely logical or coherent


	· the progression of information and ideas is, for the most part, logical


	· the writing is unified and coherent throughout

· flow of writing is such that the rea



	
	Mechanics of Writing


	· several major and minor errors are evident and occasionally interfere with the reader’s understanding
	· a few major and minor errors are evident, but do not interfere with the reader’s understanding
	· some minor errors are evident, but do not interfere with the reader’s understanding
	· very few minor errors are evident and meaning is clear

	
	Annotated Bibliography APA
	· attempts to follow APA style, but there are many major and minor errors are evident
	· follows APA style, but there are several minor errors in style are evident


	· follows APA style, but a few minor errors in style are evident


	· follows APA style and very few (if any) minor errors in style are evident



	
	Writing Process


	· more than four activities leading to the final review were not completed before the first draft was due
	· 3-4 activities leading to the final review were not completed before the first draft was due
	· 1-2 activities leading to the final review were not completed before the first draft was due
	· all activities leading to the final review were completed before the first draft was due

	
	Time Management

Essay collection
	· all of the required materials and/or final copy handed in three or more classes late
	· all of the required materials and/or final copy handed in two days late
	· all of the required materials and/or final copy handed in one day late
	· all of the required materials and final copy handed in on time 

	Comments:


	_______  (70%)

_______  (30%)

Overall __________




	Audience
	· sense of audience is clearly missing: informal language is most evident
	· sense of audience is somewhat clear: formal and informal language is evident
	· sense of audience is generally clear: formal language is used for the most part
	· sense of audience is very clear: formal language is used throughout


Unit 3 – Argumentative Essay Rubric

Student ______________________
Draft due ____________

Final Due _________

	Categories
	Level 1
(50-59%)
	Level 2
(60-69%)
	Level 3
(70-79%)
	Level 4
(80-100%)

	Knowledge/ Understanding
- ideas, issues, opinions, comparisons, contrasts, point of view and contradictory opinions
	- shows limited understanding of the variety of points of view and contradictory opinions
	- shows some understanding of the variety of points of view and contradictory opinions
	- shows considerable understanding of the variety of points of view and contradictory opinions
	- shows thorough and insightful understanding of the variety of points of view and contradictory opinions

	Thinking/ Inquiry
- critical thinking skills (reflecting, analysing, explaining)

- supporting evidence
	- explains and analyses the various points of view with limited effectiveness


- provides limited supporting evidence
	- explains and analyses the various points of view with some effectiveness


- provides some supporting evidence
	- explains and analyses the various points of view with considerable effectiveness

- provides considerable supporting evidence
	- explains and analyses the various points of view with thorough insight


- provides extensive supporting evidence


Unit 3 – Argumentative Essay Rubric  (Continued)

	Communication
- logical essay organization





- communications for an academic audience using formal style
	- shows limited command of the essay form and logical organization



- shows limited evidence of formal style; appropriate diction and point of view; and documentation
	- shows some command of the essay form; and logical organization



- shows some evidence of formal style; simple, familiar word choice; some appropriate voice; inconsistent documentation
	- shows considerable command of essay form; and logical organization



- shows confident use of formal style; appropriate, effective diction; consistent, appropriate voice; complete and correct documentation
	- shows expert command of the essay form and logical organization contributes to overall coherence

- shows confident, effective, skilful use of formal style; sophisticated, confident diction; expert use of voice; thorough, correct documentation

	Application
- language conventions used accurately to convey intended meaning
	- uses language conventions with limited accuracy
	- uses language conventions with some accuracy
	- uses language conventions with considerable accuracy to convey intended meaning
	- uses language conventions with a high degree of accuracy to convey intended meaning


Note: A student whose achievement is below Level 1 (50%) has not met the expectations for this assignment or activity.

Keywords/phrases related to topic





Related topics





Special terminology/Synonyms








Topic:











Names of key individuals/groups related to topic








1
tantoniou @ Macintosh Library, Upper Canada College (2006)


