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Historical Movie Review

HISTORICAL MOVIE REVIEW

Introduction

Hollywood has created many motion pictures following historical themes.  Although several of them, such as Ben Hur, have won Oscars for their costumes and stunning settings, others have been greatly criticized for inaccuracies and perpetuating myths.  This is your opportunity to discover how far Hollywood is willing to go to make an “entertaining” historical film and at what price.  

Suggested Films
	Pre-History


	Quest for Fire (1981)

	Near Eastern Civilizations
	Cleopatra (1963 see Ms. Antoniou)

The Egyptian (1954)

Land of the Pharaohs (1955)

The Mummy (1999)

The Ten Commandments (1956)

	Ancient Greece and Rome
	300 (2006)

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum (1966)

Alexander (2004)
Ben Hur (1959)

Gladiator (2000)
The Greatest Story Ever Told (1965)
HBO: Rome (2005-2007 see Ms. Antoniou first)
Ifigeneia (1977)

King of Kings (1961)

Jesus of Nazareth (1977)

The Robe (1953)
Spartacus (1960)

Troy (2004)

	Ancient/Medieval China and Japan
	Jing ke ci qin wang (The Emperor and the Assassin 1999)

Kakushi-toride no san-akunin (The Hidden Fortress 1958)
Miyamoto Musashi (Samurai I of the Samurai Trilogy 1954)

Ran (1985)

Shi mian mai fu (House of Flying Daggers 2004)

Ying xiong (Hero 2002)

	Medieval Europe
	1492: Conquest of Paradise (1992)

Braveheart (1995)

The Crusades (1935)

El Cid (1961)

First Knight (1995)

In the Name of the Rose (1986)

King Arthur (2004)
Kingdom of Heaven (2005)
Ladyhawke (1985)

Lionheart (1987)

The Lion in Winter (1968)

Robin Hood, Prince of Thieves (1991)

The Thirteenth Warrior (1999)

	The Americas
	Apocalypto (2006)


   *you may choose a film not on this list, but you must get approval from your teacher

General Requirements
· mainly focuses on the historical aspects of the film, but also includes an evaluation of the film

· 800-1000 words - typed, double-spaced

· includes a works cited list (MLA)

· is the culmination of several activities which help build your research skills

· all activities must be completed in order for your final review to be evaluated
STAGE 1 - Prepare

	· What does an historical movie review look like?

· Background reading related to film (textbook)
	September 24

	· Choose film

· Background reading related to film (textbook)

· Watch film and complete a question sheet

· Choose three areas of focus (see below)
	by October 10

	· Library visit – background reading print and online encyclopedias

· Developing inquiry questions - assessed
· Developing keywords for research - assessed
	October 11


Areas of Focus (choose three)

	· significant individuals
	· role of men, women, children

	· historical events
	· weapons/military strategy

	· setting/geographic features
	· architecture

	· costumes
	· technological 

	· daily life – food, drink, work

· cross-cultural interaction
	     innovations (transportation,    

     tools, equipment


STAGE 2 – Accessing Resources

	· Library visit: electronic database search

        - library databases

        - online periodicals

        - websites (website evaluation)
	October 18

October 22

	· Resource tracking sheet – assessed
	October 24

	· Choose and collect the most suitable resources for research
	by October 29

	· Reflection - evaluated
	October 29


STAGE 3 – Processing Resources

	· Preparing a MLA works cited list 

· Note-taking: using the split-page and note card method to take notes


	November 5

	· Record information from chosen resources using one of the above methods – evaluated
	November 29

	· Watch film again and complete organizer - assessed
	by December 10

	· Movie review outline - assessed
· Reflection – evaluated
	December 17


STAGE 4 – Transferring Learning

	· Complete first draft of review and peer editing – assessed
	January 21

	· Final Draft - evaluated
	January 24

	· Reflection – completed in class - evaluated
	January 24


Historical Movie Review Guideline – Argumentative Essay

Adapted from: Tucker, Neal K. AP European History 4225 Movie Review. Discovery Collegiate, Bonavista, Newfoundland. 27 Nov 2006. http://www.k12.nf.ca/discovery/curriculum/socialstudies/ap/euro/movie/movie.htm.

Remember, when writing an argumentative essay in history, personal pronouns are not used
Introduction

· grab the reader’s attention with your first sentence – interesting fact(s)

· background information - the name of the movie, the director, producer, the three top stars, and the year of release – include any special comments on its release (was it an abridged or colorized version, was it in more than one part, was it part of a series, was it based on a novel, etc.) 

· thesis – state your scope, purpose, direction for this review – what is your overall argument regarding this film and its historical benefit?

Body Paragraph 1 – Description of the Plot 

· topic sentence – main idea or focus of the paragraph

· condense the main story line into 10-12 sentences

Body Paragraph 2 – FIRST area of focus

· topic sentence – focus of the paragraph

· compare and contrast what the movie depicts with what historians claim

· concluding sentence to make a transition to the next paragraph

Body Paragraph 3 – SECOND area of focus

· topic sentence – focus of the paragraph

· compare and contrast what the movie depicts with what historians claim

· concluding sentence to make a transition to the next paragraph

Body Paragraph 4 – THIRD area of focus

· topic sentence – focus of the paragraph

· compare and contrast what the movie depicts with what historians claim 

· concluding sentence to make a transition to the next paragraph

Body Paragraph 5– Evaluation of the film 

· topic sentence – focus of the paragraph (an evaluation of the film on other areas, not history)

· consider some of the following (make sure to explain the reasons for the point of view taken)

· pointing out the strengths and weaknesses of the movie

· which actors were convincing and which were inadequate

· were there places where the plot was vague, too slow, or too fast

· did the story build to a logical climax and resolve itself satisfactorily

· did it hold the viewer’s interest uniformly

· if the film was done many years ago, would it have been done differently today – how, why

· what would have made the film better

· would you recommend the film to another student

Conclusion

· summarize main points

· restate thesis

· leave your reader with something to think about (did the film make the viewer more aware of history or just confuse the issue)

STAGE 1 - Prepare

First Viewing of the film
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper as you watch your film for the first time.  This is to be handed in for assessment. 
1. What time period does the film take place in? What is the time span?

2. What civilization or part of the ancient world is the film portraying?

3. Who are the main characters in the film?

4. What, if any, known historical events were portrayed (year, place, people involved)?

5. When and where was the movie set? Describe the setting (forests, mountains, rivers, oceans, cities, etc).

6. Describe

a. The clothing (include hairstyles/shoes/accessories) of men, women, children of various classes and professions (politicians, soldiers/warriors)

b. The architecture (temples, homes, government buildings)

c. Any technological innovations (weapons, modes of transportation, tools)

7. What is your overall impression of the film? What did you like? What did you not like?

8. Try to summarize the plot in 8-10 sentences.
Stage 2:  Accessing Resources – Selecting, Locating and Gathering

Locating Resources: Search Strategies and Tips

Use the following search strategies to make your online searching (catalogues, databases and the WWW) more effective:     

	ACTION
	EXAMPLE

	· Use a variety of keyword searches (i.e. subject keyword, general keyword)


	Subject search

Keyword search

Relevance search

	· Try variations (singular/plural) or synonyms of the keyword 


	· Middle Ages – Middle Age – Medieval

· Muslim – Muslims – Islam

· feudal – feudalism – feudalist – feudalistic



	· If you are searching for an individual use their most popular name


	· Justinian the Great

· Pope Gregory VII

· Hatshepsut

	· Use Boolean features (AND, OR, NOT)


	· women AND medieval

· crusades AND muslims NOT christians

· Charlemagne OR charles the great OR Charles I

	· Look for “Search tips” provided by the catalogue or database
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	· Shelf-browse in subject-specific Dewey areas


	Find a book that is relevant to your topic, go to that section of the library and look at the books around it in the same area


Other Search tips:

	Basic Search


	The simplest search method, restricted to one mode of searching, usually keyword



	Advanced Search
	Allows searching of multiple fields and/or search techniques, including combinations of search terms using Boolean operators



	Boolean Operators
	AND             

OR          Are used to combine search words to broaden or 

NOT        narrow a research focus




	Phrase Searching
	Words searched as a single concept. The words must appear together exactly as entered in the search box. Use quotation marks around the phrase.




Log of Sources – to be handed in (assessment)



(adapted from TDSB, 2005)

PRINT SOURCES

	TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	Place of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number



	
	
	
	

	
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	Place of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number



	
	
	
	

	
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	Place of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number




	EARL HAIG LIBRARY
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	Place of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number



	
	
	
	

	
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	Place of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number



	
	
	
	

	
	Book Source
	

	
	Author(s)
	Title



	
	Place of Publication
	Publisher



	
	Copyright Date
	Pages Used
	Dewey Call Number




ARTICLES - Electronic

	ONLINE DATABASES


	Periodical Source from a Database

	
	Author(s)
	Title of Article



	
	Name of Original Publication
	Volume No.
	Issue
	Date of Publ.
	Pages



	
	Database Name 
	Database URL
	Date of Access



	
	
	
	

	
	Periodical Source from a Database

	
	Author(s)
	Title of Article



	
	Name of Original Publication
	Volume No.
	Issue
	Date of Publ.
	Pages



	
	Database Name 
	Database URL
	Date of Access



	
	
	
	

	
	Periodical Source from a Database

	
	Author(s)
	Title of Article



	
	Name of Original Publication
	Volume No.
	Issue
	Date of Publ.
	Pages



	
	Database Name 
	Database URL
	Date of Access




INTERNET SOURCES – an evaluation must be completed for all web sites used
	WORLD WIDE WEB
	Web Site

	
	Author(s) or Organization’s Name
	Title of Web Site



	
	Title of Article (within web site if applicable)


	Web Address

	
	Date of Access


	

	
	
	

	
	Web Site

	
	Author(s) or Organization’s Name
	Title of Web Site



	
	Title of Article (within web site if applicable)


	Web Address

	
	Date of Access


	

	
	
	

	
	Web Site

	
	Author(s) or Organization’s Name
	Title of Web Site



	
	Title of Article (within web site if applicable)


	Web Address

	
	Date of Access


	


This is only a LOG of your sources. Your final works cited list must be in MLA format.

Research Reflection Stages 1 and 2– to be handed in (evaluation)


         15 marks
Reflection is an integral step in any research endeavour.  This process allows you to evaluate and think about your learning.  Although a key time to revisit your experience is when you have finished a project, this should also be done a various times during the process. 

Now that you have completed the first stage of your project, reflect on the statements below by providing detailed explanations in sentence form.

For me, the easiest part of this stage of the research process was…




            2
The most challenging part was…


           





            2
What I would do differently the next time I complete my preliminary research is…


            2
What I would do the same the next time I complete my preliminary research is…


            2
In completing this part of the research process I feel…


                                                   3
In completing this part of the research process, I discovered/was surprised to learn
…

          3
My advice for someone beginning this stage of the research process is…


                         2
Stage 3: Processing Information – Evaluating, Analysing and Sorting

Evaluation Rubric for Notetaking (Notecards)

	Criteria for Notes
	Needs Improvement

1-       1       1+
	Satisfactory

2-      2        2+
	Good

3-       3      3+
	Outstanding

4-      4       4+     4++
	Overall



	Notes are brief


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Only one idea for each card


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No sentences


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Used own words or used quotation marks for what was copied verbatim
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No punctuation


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Page number(s) and author at the top of each card
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bibliographic card for each source


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Included source information
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Evaluation Rubric for Notetaking (Notecards)

	Criteria for Notes
	Needs Improvement

1-       1       1+
	Satisfactory

2-      2        2+
	Good

3-       3      3+
	Outstanding

4-      4       4+     4++
	Overall



	Notes are brief


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Only one idea for each card


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No sentences


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Used own words or used quotation marks for what was copied verbatim
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No punctuation


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Page number(s) and author at the top of each card
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bibliographic card for each source


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Included source information


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Stage 3: Processing Information – Evaluating, Analysing and Sorting

You must complete a web site evaluation checklist for each web site you use for your movie review. (adapted from Earl Haig Information Centre (2006)

Web Site name (from your list of sources) 

	THIS WEB SITE PROVIDES
	YES
	NO
	?
	Comment

	1.  Identification of the author or sponsoring organization
	
	
	
	

	2.  Author or organization has appropriate credentials 
	
	
	
	

	3.  A way to contact the author or sponsoring organization
	
	
	
	

	4.  Purpose of the site or intended audience is clearly stated 
	
	
	
	

	5.  Information seems free of manipulation, bias, or stereotyping
	
	
	
	

	6.  Includes references, bibliography, or citations
	
	
	
	

	7.  Lists a date when the information was prepared or revised
	
	
	
	

	8.  Current information?  
	
	
	
	

	9.  Includes advertising?  
	
	
	
	

	10. Enough relevant information to make  the site worth visiting
	
	
	
	

	Is the information on this site relevant to your specific topic?

Why?


	Can you rely on or trust the information on this site?

Why? 




Web Site name (from your list of sources) 


	THIS WEB SITE PROVIDES
	YES
	NO
	?
	Comment

	1.  Identification of the author or sponsoring organization
	
	
	
	

	2.  Author or organization has appropriate credentials 
	
	
	
	

	3.  A way to contact the author or sponsoring organization
	
	
	
	

	4.  Purpose of the site or intended audience is clearly stated 
	
	
	
	

	5.  Information seems free of manipulation, bias, or stereotyping
	
	
	
	

	6.  Includes references, bibliography, or citations
	
	
	
	

	7.  Lists a date when the information was prepared or revised
	
	
	
	

	8.  Current information?  
	
	
	
	

	9.  Includes advertising?  
	
	
	
	

	10. Enough relevant information to make  the site worth visiting
	
	
	
	

	Is the information on this site relevant to your specific topic?

Why?


	Can you rely on or trust the information on this site?

Why? 




Research Reflection Stage 3 – to be handed in (evaluation)



        15 marks
Now that you have completed the third stage of your project, reflect on the statements below by providing detailed explanations in sentence form.

For me, the easiest part of this stage of the research process was…




            2
The most challenging part was…


           





            2
What I would do differently the next time I complete the activities in this stage is…


            2
What I would do the same the next time I complete the activities in this stage is…


            2
In completing this part of the research process I feel…


                                                   3
In completing this part of the research process, I discovered/was surprised to learn
…

          3
My advice for someone completing this stage of the research process is



          1

STAGE 4: Evaluation Rubric – MLA Style – Works Cited list 

	Criteria
	Needs Improvement

1-       1       1+
	Satisfactory

2-      2        2+
	Good

3-       3      3+
	Outstanding

4-      4       4+     4++
	Overall



	· Sources are arranged alphabetically by last name of author (if no author, list by first main word of the title)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Title reads Works Cited and is in the same style and size of font as the rest of the document

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Works Cited page is double-spaced throughout 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Second, third, etc., lines are indented

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Titles of books, journals and web sites are underlined

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· All significant words in titles are capitalized


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· If there is more than one author, additional authors are listed by their first name followed by their last name. (Commas are used to separate more than two authors – “and” separates the last author mentioned)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Web site addresses (URLs) are not hyperlinked 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Overall, punctuation is correctly used


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Overall, proper format is followed for the types of sources identified


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Evaluation Rubric – Historical Movie Review – Final Draft

	
	Criteria
	Level 1  (50-59%)
	Level 2  (60-69%)
	Level 3  (70-79%)
	Level 4  (80-100%)

	30%
	Introduction

· thesis

· overview of main points

· engaging 
	· thesis in the form of an argument is not evident – simple statement of fact

· little attempt to introduce areas of focus

· little attempt to provide  background information
	· thesis is attempted, but  needs to indicate a clearer argument and/or makes irrelevant connections

· areas of focus introduced, but are not clearly connected to the thesis statement

· background information is insufficient to engage reader
	· thesis demonstrates an argument and is relevant to the scope of the review, but needs to be re-worked to be clearer and less awkward

· overview of areas of focus is clearly introduced

· background information is sufficient, but needs to be more engaging
	· thesis demonstrates a precise argument very effectively and is clearly relevant to the scope of the review 

· overview of areas of focus are clearly introduced

· greatly engages reader’s attention through background information

	
	Plot Summary 
	· synopsis of film is insufficient to give the reader a basic understanding of the sequence of events in the film
	· synopsis of film is sufficient, but there is too little detail to give the reader a clear understanding of the sequence of events in the film
	· synopsis of film is concise and gives the reader a clear understanding of the sequence of events in the film, but it could use editing for brevity
	· synopsis of film is very concise, and also gives the reader a clear understanding of the sequence of events in the film



	
	Body:

Topic Sentences and organization 

 
	· topic sentences are not related to the thesis
	· topic sentences are at times relevant, but need to make a clearer connection with the thesis 
	· most topic sentences are clear, related to the thesis and indicate to the reader what will be discussed in the paragraph
	· all topic sentences are clear, related to the thesis and indicate to the reader what will be discussed in the paragraph



	
	Conclusion

· restates thesis

· summarizes main points

· final message to reader
	· abrupt ending, restatement of thesis is not apparent

· little attempt to summarize the areas of focus

· final message has been written hastily and with little thought 
	· thesis restated, but is not clearly related to thesis in introduction

· areas of focus are summarized, but in a different order from which they appear in the essay

· final message is simple and vague
	· thesis restated, but use of words very similar to introduction

· areas of focus are clearly summarized

· final message is relevant and demonstrates some thought on topic
	· thesis clearly restated using different words from introduction

· areas of focus are clearly summarized and in different words from the introduction

· final message is insightful and relevant


	
	Criteria
	Level 1  (50-59%)
	Level 2  (60-69%)
	Level 3  (70-79%)
	Level 4  (80-100%)

	40%
	Use of Evidence 


	· very little evidence, examples, and/or details from the film or historical evidence are incorporated statements 

· information is superfluous – editing for relevance is needed 

· demonstrates little understanding of when to incorporate citations – review required
	· evidence and examples incorporated from the film and historical evidence needs to be more relevant or specific 

· demonstrates some understanding of when to incorporate citations – review required


	· relevant evidence and examples have been incorporated from both the film and historical evidence but could be more detailed in some areas

· demonstrates an understanding of when to incorporate citations, a few more were needed
	· substantial and highly relevant evidence, examples, and details have been incorporated from both the film and historical evidence to confirm topic sentences and thesis

· demonstrates a very clear understanding of when to incorporate citations

	
	Research
	· shows limited evidence of research and investigation
	· shows some evidence of research and investigation

	· shows considerable evidence of research and investigation

	· shows thorough evidence of insightful research and investigation

	
	Evaluation of Film
	· a limited attempt is made to identify a point of view

· analysis of cinematic criteria is lacking detail and very few cinematic criteria are used
	· a point of view is identified but either not enough cinematic criteria are used to defend it, or the analysis is vague
	· demonstrates a clear point of view and analyses recommended cinematic criteria, but more detail is needed to be convincing
	· demonstrates a clear point of view and analyses several recommended cinematic criteria with great depth and detail

	20%
	Organization of Ideas

(areas of focus appear in order as listed in intro, transition words/phrases used well)


	· the writing lacks unity and coherence


	· the development of ideas is not completely logical or coherent
	· the progression of information and ideas is, for the most part, logical


	· the writing is unified and coherent throughout



	
	Sense of Audience
	· sense of audience is clearly missing: informal language is most evident
	· sense of audience is somewhat clear: formal and informal language is evident
	· sense of audience is generally clear: formal language is used for the most part
	· sense of audience is very clear: formal language is used throughout (no personal pronouns are used, no contractions, no abbreviations)


	
	Criteria
	Level 1  (50-59%)
	Level 2  (60-69%)
	Level 3  (70-79%)
	Level 4  (80-100%)

	(20% cont’d)
	Mechanics of Writing

· grammar

· spelling
	· several major and minor errors are evident and occasionally interfere with the reader’s understanding

· proofreading and editing highly recommended
	· a few major and minor errors are evident, but do not interfere with the reader’s understanding

· proofreading would have been useful
	· some minor errors are evident, but do not interfere with the reader’s understanding
	· very few minor errors are evident and meaning is clear



	
	Embedded Citations and Works Cited List
	· attempts to follow MLA style

· many major and minor errors are evident
	· follows MLA style

· several minor errors in style are evident


	· follows MLA style

· a few minor errors in style are evident


	· follows MLA style

· no errors in style are evident



	10%
	Writing Process


	· more than four activities leading to the final review were not completed before the first draft was due
	· 3-4 activities leading to the final review were not completed before the first draft was due
	· 1-2 activities leading to the final review were not completed before the first draft was due
	· all activities leading to the final review were completed before the first draft was due

	
	Time Management

Essay collection
	· all of the required materials and/or final copy handed in three or more classes late
	· all of the required materials and/or final copy handed in two days late
	· all of the required materials and/or final copy handed in one day late
	· all of the required materials and final copy handed in on time 

	Comments:


	_______  (30%)

_______  (40%)

_______  (20%)

_______  (10%)

Overall __________




Research Reflection Stage 4 – to be handed in (evaluation)



        15 marks
It’s over!  You have just completed the final stage of the research process which has led to the completion of a major writing assignment.  How do you feel? What was it like putting it all together at the end? Provide detailed explanations in sentence form for the statements below.

For me, the easiest part of this final stage was…




           

            2
The most challenging part was…


           





            2
What I would do differently the next time I am completing the final stage of the research process is…         2
What I would do the same the next time I am completing the final stage of the research process is…           2
In completing this final stage I feel…


                                                                                          2
Being a peer editor made me realize…







            2
My advice for someone completing this stage of the research process is…



          1

My overall experience in completing this historical movie review has been…


          2


