Blue Spruce Activities

Contributed by Jessica Patrick, Teacher-Librarian, Upper Grand District School Board, and Andrea Pierce, Early Literacy Specialist, Guelph and Wellington Ontario Early Years Centre

Grumpy Bird

Pre-Reading

1) Predict why Grumpy Bird is grumpy – create list of reasons on board.  Incorporate data management lesson by graphing results of most popular reasons why he’s grumpy.

2) Look at the format of the title – describing word (adjective), and then animal name (noun).  (Language Arts link: particularly for older students, could relate to a mini-unit on parts of speech)  Is there another Blue Spruce book with a title using that same format?  (Scaredy Squirrel).  Sitting in a circle, have students take turns trying to come up with an ‘adjective-animal’ combination (e.g. ‘Happy Chicken,’ ‘Sneaky Snake,’ etc.) 

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities

1) Role play the story: have a volunteer be Grumpy Bird, and then one volunteer at a time can pretend to be a different animal and enter the scene to ask Grumpy Bird what he’s doing.  Have the main lines on the board.  (Animal: What are you doing?  Grumpy Bird: Nothing.  Animal: Great, I’ll come too!)

2) Read students Mr. Grumpy (from the Mr. Men series).  Compare the two grumpy characters.  (Older students can use writing; younger students can discuss/draw comparisons.)

3) Discuss what makes us grumpy.  Have students write a poem (younger students could do a painting) about feeling grumpy.  Poem format:

Grumpy

Reason #1

Reason #2

Reason #3

Grumpy!

Example:



Grumpy



No cookies left



The dog ate my sock



Spelling test tomorrow



Grumpy!

Cross-Curricular Links

1) Phys-Ed (movement): Play “Follow the Leader”.  Have the leader be Grumpy Bird and do lots of “grumpy” and/or “bird-like” actions.  

2) Language Arts (punctuation): Examine the dialogue and how quotation marks work.  Have students practice using quotation marks by writing about another animal approaching Grumpy Bird and wanting to join him. Extension: write a story about a different grumpy animal and use quotation marks around all dialogue.

Home Connections

1) Have students take home a VENN diagram of what makes them grumpy versus what makes their parents grumpy.  They can complete it together.  Variation: older students could complete the VENN diagram at school, guessing what makes their parents grumpy, and then take it home for their parents to read and write some comments about it.

Fox Walked Alone

Pre-Reading

1) Brainstorm a few types of animals, and then discuss parts of animals (fur, tail, etc.).  Create a blank chart with two columns: “Types of Animals” and “Parts of Animals”.  

During Reading

1) Ask questions about the pictures.  For example, “Find the mouse in the maze.  Why is he there?”

2) Stop BEFORE the ending and ask students to draw/write their predicted ending: where is the fox going?

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities 

1) Using the chart mentioned above, have students recall as many words as possible from the story to fill in both columns.  Then skim the book again to find more.  Extension: have a “sensory box” with a variety of these (fake) animal parts in it (e.g. fur, tooth, etc.); students can take turns reaching into the box to feel an item and guess what it is.  Then they could also guess to which animal(s) the part belongs. 

2) Ask students if they see any similarities between Grumpy Bird and Fox Walked Alone (e.g. both journeys/walks, both involve animals).  Bring out a chart with three columns, labelled as follows: (see handout at end of document)

	
	Animals Involved
	Purpose/Goal
	End Result

	Grumpy Bird


	
	
	

	Fox Walked Alone


	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Complete as a class.  (Leave the third column blank for a later book.)

3) Ask the students if they notice anything special about the text (e.g. it rhymes).   Discuss the rhyming words and/or (for older children) the rhyme scheme.  (Language Arts link: could relate to unit on poetry, especially for Poetry Month in April.)

4) Shared reading: CLOZE exercises -- make overheads or Powerpoint slides of various verses from text with rhyming words left out; have students recall/predict the rhyming words to fill in the blanks 

5) Have/make puppets/cut-outs/felt characters to encourage children to re-tell the story.

6) Individually, in pairs, or as a class, create an additional verse with another pair of animals joining the group.

7) Discuss the title:  why is it called The Fox Walked Alone?  Was he alone?  Propose other possible titles. 

Cross-Curricular Links

1) Music: Teach the song “The Ants Come Marching Two by Two.”  Substitute “ants” with other animals from the story and create new verses for them (teacher or class, depending on age group.)  

2) Visual Arts: Have students create plastercine art.  Look at other Barbara Reid books for further examples.  

3) Science (animal families/habitats): Group the animals in the story by animal family/habitat.  Provide the list of families/habitats (in words or pictures, depending on age group) and have the students draw/write/match the animals to the appropriate category.  Extension: students could work in groups to research specific animal or habitat.

4) Math (counting/addition): Younger students can practice counting in by twos (using pictures, stuffed animals, etc.)  Older students try adding up the number of animals on each page, using the text and/or pictures.  

Home Connections

1) As with the Visual Arts suggestion above, students and parents could be encouraged to make plastercine art together at home, using Barbara Reid books for ideas.  Send home tips on how to link literacy with the art activity (e.g. read the other Barbara Reid books together; discuss how they compare to Fox Walked Alone; use the plastercine art to role play parts of the book(s); discuss the concept of characters)

The Farm Team

Pre-Reading

1) Brainstorm a list of words associated with hockey.  Define any that some students might not know.

During Reading

1) Check off ‘hockey words’ from the list mentioned above as they appear in the book (e.g. “farm team,” “net” etc.).  Add new hockey words to the list as they come up (e.g “Stolski Cup”).  Extension: After reading, have students create a hockey glossary.

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities 

1) Ask students if they see any similarities between The Farm Team and Grumpy Bird and Fox Walked Alone (The Farm Team also involves animals, on a journey of sorts with a particular purpose or goal).  As a class, complete the chart mentioned above in the section on Fox Walked Alone.  Extension: complete a triple VENN diagram comparing the three books.

2) Read former Blue Spruce nominee The F Team (by Anne Laurel Carter) to students.  Compare the two books through a discussion/comparison chart/VENN diagram.  Have students make up their own F________ Team (be careful!) and draw and label a picture of their team.

3) Examine the negative adjectives in the book and list them (e.g. “angriest,” “fightingest,” etc.).  Discuss which words are correct and which are not.  Practice using adjectives with different suffixes (e.g ‘mad’ + ‘est,’ ‘happy’ + ‘er,’ etc.)  to describe the different characters and teams in the books. Write them on the board or make up cards (adjectives on one colour and suffixes another.)  (Language Arts link: could do this in L.A. instead and/or link to a mini-unit on adjectives and/or suffixes.)

4) Create a list of action verbs from the book.  Which could apply to a story about any sport?  Which are particular to hockey?

5) Create sentence strips to retell main points of story.  (See handout at end.)   Depending on reading level of students, you could either order them as a class or in small groups.  You could also vary the level of difficulty of the activity by using fewer strips (e.g. the last four could be used together to re-tell just the ending.)  Extension: once the sentence strips were ordered, students could take turns reading them as though they were sports announcers.

Cross-Curricular Links


1) Phys-ed: Hockey unit in gym class.  Apply knowledge of hockey vocabulary and rules from the book to a real game.  Clarify any terms/rules as necessary.  Act out scenarios from the book.

Home Connection

1) Have students and parents discuss and then write/draw about the most exciting sports game they have ever seen/participated in together (in person or in a book or on television.) 

The List

Pre-Reading

1) Role-play opening a ‘royal scroll’ proclaiming the birth of a royal baby.  Generate excitement by asking students, “Who would like to hear more about this miraculous birth?”  

OR

Show the title.  Have students make predictions: what could the list be of?

During Reading

1) Predict what the child is bringing as her gift.

2) Pause a few times during the repetitive part about the child, and see whether students can complete blanks (e.g. her bag, in which she carried her ___________________ and her _____________________).  Could have this part, with appropriate blanks, on the board to refer to, and do shared reading of it.

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities

1) Discuss the symbols “X” and “O” for hugs and kisses.  Do students know other symbols?  When could symbols be very useful?  (Guide the discussion to consider language/literacy issues).  Have students imagine that they are trying to send a message to people who cannot read and/or do not speak English – could they use symbols to do this?  Ask students to write a message using common and/or made-up symbols.  Then pair them up, and each pair can exchange their messages and try to read them. 

2) Have students make up a list of the most wonderful things that they would bring to a royal baby, using a grocery list, fancy scroll paper, or other.  (Younger students could draw their items.)

3) Put a cut-out wagon on the board with cut-out words (with tape, magnets, or Velcro) of actual gifts from the story and gifts that were not in the story.  (See handout at end).  Have students recall which gifts were in the story and choose these words to place in wagon.

4) Ask students to compare this book to other Blue Spruce books read so far – any similarities?  (e.g. involves a journey, like Grumpy Bird and Fox Walked Alone.)

Cross-Curricular Links

1) Language Arts (writing devices): find examples of alliteration in the story. Create some examples, linked to ideas from the book or to another book/topic being studied.

2) Art (colour): define the colours mentioned in the book (e.g. emerald, crimson).  Locate examples of these colours in the book and in paintings.  Use these colours to paint own picture.

Home Connections

1) Have students and parents discuss their earliest memories of learning to write. (For kindergarten students, they can discuss how they are currently learning to write, and parents can discuss their memories.)  They may wish to write down a brief anecdote to send in to class to share.

In My Backyard

Pre-Reading

1) Predict what might be in the author’s backyard.  Make a class list.

During Reading

1) Find the ladybug in each picture and look for clues it might be sharing about the next page.

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities

1) Each student makes one page to go in a class/school book “In Our Playground.”  Depending on grade level, student’s page might involve just a picture or a picture plus writing.  Students could take a walk around the playground first and jot down notes/sketches.  Older students could research a particular plant or animal that they plan to use on their page.  Book could be bound and put on display in the library.

OR

Create a display in the library using a huge, enlarged photo or map of the school playground.  Have students draw an animal/plant/part of the playground and glue them all on to the display in the appropriate places.  

2) Ask class which animal from the book they wish to learn more about.  Complete a KWL chart (class or individually)  -- what do they already Know about the animal (from the book and their own experiences) and what do they Want to know?  Then complete research, (using books, print/on-line encyclopedia, web sites such as National Geographic Kids, etc.), to record what they have Learned.

Cross-Curricular Links

1) Science (life cycles): Refer to page in book about toads.  Discuss their life cycle.  Do further research on toads or frogs and their life cyles in books and/or on the internet. (Note: could also link to life cycle of a fish, e.g. through this year’s Silver Birch Express nominee Tale of a Great White Fish)

2) Science: Do a nature walk of your school playground and/or a local park.  Draw sketches, jot down notes, and/or create a map of the location.

3) Art (light/colour): discuss the use of light and colour in the illustrations.  Practice drawing pictures of nature during the day and at night.  Do “Ivory Snow” artwork.  Could also complete the drawings for the class book “In Our Playground” (mentioned above) during Art class.

4) Music (vocal music): for younger students, sing songs about plants/animals/seasons as applicable to the book.  Examples: “Sleeping Bunny”

Home Connections

1) With assistance from parents, students could draw and label a map of their own backyard (or local park if backyard is not applicable)

Lily and the Paper Man

(note: would be more applicable to read this book in the winter)

Pre-Reading

1) Check students’ knowledge/understanding of poverty by asking a few questions (but be very sensitive due to the fact that some of them might be living in, or have lived in, poverty): Have they ever seen people on the street asking for money?  Why would people need to ask for money?  Does everyone have a home?  Why not?  Use this time to encourage empathy, note any discomfort/anxiety of any children, etc.

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities

1) Brainstorm a list of adjectives describing how you would feel if you were the “Paper Man.”  

2) Discuss how Lily changed the Paper Man’s life.  On a folder piece of paper, draw a picture of the Paper Man before he met Lily on one side, and a picture of him after he met Lily on the other side.  Share the pictures with a partner or the class, and discuss the differences between the two sides.

3) Write a cinquain poem called “The Paper Man” (individually, in pairs, or as a class depending on ability levels).  Example:

The Paper Man



(Title)

Cold Man




(two words to describe the title)

Shivering, talking, shuffling


(three-word action phrase)

Wanting friends and warmth


(four-word feeling phrase)

Friend





(synonym/related word for the title)

4) In pairs, discuss the main message of the story.  Create a class list of the possibilities.

Cross-Curricular Links

1) Visual Arts: students can use shredding techniques to create a “Paper Man” made out of newspaper.  (*These could be used for a display along with the cinquains or drawings as mentioned above.)

Home Connections

1) Organize a school-wide sock/mitten drive and invite students and their parents to participate by donating items, boxing them up, and/or delivering them to local shelters.

Jeffrey and Sloth

Pre-Reading

1) Introduce the concept of a story within a story.  (If the class has read another book that has a “story within a story,” then remind them of it.)

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities

1) Make a huge class poster: begin with one person making a doodle, and then the next adding a doodle that he/she feels might come next, and continue until everyone has participated.  Then use the “class doodle” as a prompt to write a story or poem.

OR

Begin with a (librarian-created) doodle.  Ask the class for a sentence to begin a story about that doodle.  Then ask successive volunteers to join in, alternating between adding to the doodle and adding to the story.

OR 

Librarian tells a story and students doodle as they listen.  Compare the final “story doodles” at the end.  Why are they so different?

2) Have students pretend they are zoologists studying sloths in the rainforest.  Students could do their research using videos, pictures, and age-appropriate CD Roms, and/or librarian could read various sources of information to students using an overhead and/or data projector and the students could draw/record information as they hear/see it.

3) Comparing non-fiction and fiction books: gather together at least five or six books about sloths, fiction and non-fiction (suggestions: Baby Sloth by A. Lang, “Slowly Slowly Slowly” Said the Sloth by Eric Carle, Sloths by M. Stewart, The Upside Down Sloth by Scholastic, Very Sleepy Sloth by A. Murray, Sloth’s Shoes by Jeanne Willis, Anteaters, Sloths, and Armadillos by A. Squire).  Have students in small groups each examine one book and use a checklist (see handout at end) to determine whether it’s fiction or non-fiction.  Share and discuss results.

4) Ask students to think of adjectives/characteristics that we associate with particular animals (e.g. lazy sloth, clever fox like in Fox Walked Alone, nervous squirrel like in Scaredy Squirrel, greedy pig, vain cat, etc.).  Discuss why/how these associations have been made, particularly with respect to the animals in the Blue Spruce books.

Cross-Curricular Links

1) Science (animal kingdom; habitats): have students research sloths, focusing on their place in the animal kingdom and similarities/differences to other species in their family and/or on their habitat.

2) Social Studies (mapping, Canada): use the sentence about Canadian geography to link to mapping work.

Home Connections

1) Parent-child doodle: have each one take turns adding to a doodle and then write a story about it together

Please, Louise!

Pre-Reading

1) Have students discuss their relationship with their sibling(s) in pairs.  For students with no siblings, they can talk about what it’s like to be an only child and also how they get along with a child that they spend a lot of time with (e.g. cousin/family friend).  Share ideas as a whole group.

2) Make a class chart of the benefits and challenges of having siblings.

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities

1) Read students one of Blue Spruce-nominated author Marie-Louise Gay’s ‘Stella and Sam’ books (e.g. Stella Princess of the Sky, Good Night Sam, etc.).  Create a class VENN diagram to compare them.  (Note: she is also the illustrator of Please, Louise!)

2) Introduce the concept of inferring: what can we infer that Jake learned at the end?  Try to infer some thoughts of each main character at different parts of the story.  Sketch a picture (or a few) from a particular point in the story and put it on the board.  Hand out cut-out speech bubbles for students to fill in what they think the characters might be thinking at that point.  To share them, have volunteers come up and sticky tack their bubbles on the appropriate characters in the picture.  

3) Have a debate about this statement: older siblings should have to play with younger siblings all the time.  A few volunteers can give points for the argument and a few can give points against.  If children would be comfortable with it, have them present their points in front of the class, similarly to a real debate, with each “side” taking turns giving a point.

4) Have students summarize the main points of the story using a “Comprehension Caterpillar.” (Just draw a caterpillar with a head, tail, and several “body sections.”)  Students can/draw or write a main point in as many sections of the caterpillar as they need (beginning with the head and ending with the tail!)

Home Connections

1) Students and their sibling(s) can each write down the best three things about each other.  Only children can do the activity with a close cousin/family friend.

A Sack Full of Feathers

Pre-Reading

1) Discuss traditional tales and their formats/purposes (e.g. especially the fact that they usually have a message/moral).  Compare to any others that the children have read in the library and have them suggest any that they’ve read on their own.

2) Play the game “telephone.”  See how the message you give the first child changes by the time it reaches the last child.

3) Review any vocabulary you think students might be unfamiliar with (e.g. ‘rabbi’).

During Reading

1) Stop to predict why the rabbi make the request about the sack of feathers.

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities

1) Librarian role plays Yankele in the “hot seat.”  Students can question you and your actions (e.g. why did you tell so-and-so that?  Did you think about what might happen?)  

2) Read students another traditional Jewish tale (e.g. Something From Nothing by previous Blue Spruce-nominated author Phoebe Gilman) and compare them in a class VENN diagram, or create a chart of common characteristics.

3) Discuss the moral of the story.  Apply it to situations in students’ lives (e.g. at school, at home, etc.)  If students are comfortable, have volunteers role play possible scenarios from school that would illustrate this moral (e.g. telling a friend some gossip about another student not being able to read/liking someone else/having parents getting a divorce/wetting their pants, etc.)  Students can then talk about the possible results of passing along this gossip/these tales to others.

Cross-curricular Links

1) Social Studies (religions/communities/traditions): conduct research on Judaism.  Do further research on other cultures/religions and/or read stories from them.  Compare and contrast the research and/or stories.

Home Connections

1) Students could play telephone with their families

2) Encourage students to find another traditional tale at home to read with a family member.

Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend

Pre-Reading 

1) Ask students to recall what happened in the original Scaredy Squirrel (students can re-tell for others who have not yet read it).  

Post-Reading Literacy-Based Activities

1) On the board/chart paper, create a comparison chart with the original Scaredy Squirrel book (see handout at end):

	
	His Fears
	His Problem
	The Resolution

	Scaredy Squirrel
	
	
	

	Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend


	
	
	



2) Have students brainstorm possible warning stickers to put at the front of the next Scaredy Squirrel book.  You could have a contest and use the best one to make into  actual stickers, and then put them on your students’ Blue Spruce booklets.

3) Focus on parts of speech:

Discuss nouns.  Put items needed to make a friend (e.g. air freshener) and items Scaredy is afraid of (e.g. piranhas) on cue cards.  Have students sort the nouns under the two appropriate headings.  (Can do this as a whole class on one chart or in small groups if you make up several sets of the cards.)

OR

Compare nouns and verbs, by creating a list of things Scaredy is afraid of and actions he does to pass the time.  

OR 

Make a list of action words on the board and have students decide which were and which were not actions that Scaredy used to pass the time.  Review verbs as action words.  (Language Arts link: all three options would be great to link to L.A. work on parts of speech.)

4) Have students draw and label another possible perfect friend for Scaredy and/or draw and label a possible perfect friend for themselves.

5) Have students work in pairs or small groups to come up with a) a possible animal that Scaredy could meet b) reasons why that animal might not be a good friend for Scaredy c) reasons why that animal would be a good friend for Scaredy.  Students could write/draw/discuss these points, and then share them with the class.

Cross-Curricular Links

1) Social Studies (mapping): use the map/diagram as a springboard to discussing mapping, diagrams, legends, etc.  Have students make a map of Scaredy’s larger area and label it and/or make a map of the playground and label it (including its potential dangers for Scaredy).  Examine legends from other fictitious and real maps.  Discuss how legends are formed, their importance, etc.  Have students create a legend that would be useful for drawing a map of the school playground, their community, and/or their country.

Home Connections

1) Send home a blank VENN diagram for students and parents to complete with each of their respective and shared fears.

Comparing Blue Spruce Books

	
	Animals Involved
	Purpose/

Goal
	End Result

	Grumpy Bird


	
	
	

	Fox Walked Alone


	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Sentence Strips for The Farm Team

Correct Order for Your Information:

(could use all of them, or use them in groups of four to make it easier)

1. Out roar the Bandits, the nastiest group of varmints you’ve ever seen!

2. Needles the porcupine rams some Farm players!

3. That’s the end of the first period and the score is Bandits 3, Farm Team 1!

4. Billy the Goat intercepts a pass and scored for the Farm Team!

5. Needles just charged the Farm Team net and knocked down Big George!

6. Coach Clyde puts Betty the Cow in net.

7. Betty blocks another shot!

8. Vera the Goose dekes past the Bandits’ goalie to score again for the Farm Team!

9. The Bandits’ coach puts a Grizzly Bear in their net!

10. Coach Clyde puts Little Peter and Mariette on the ice!

11. Mariette lays an egg on the Grizzly Bear’s nose!

12. Little Pete charges through the Bear’s leg and scores!!!  The Farm Team wins!  

Strips to Cut Out (may want to enlarge them first)

Out roar the Bandits, the nastiest group of varmints you’ve ever seen!

Needles the porcupine rams some Farm players!

That’s the end of the first period and the score is Bandits 3, Farm Team 1!

Billy the Goat intercepts a pass and scored for the Farm Team!

Needles just charged the Farm Team net and knocked down Big George!

Coach Clyde puts Betty the Cow in net.
Betty blocks another shot!

Vera the Goose dekes past the Bandits’ goalie to score again for the Farm Team!

The Bandits’ coach puts a Grizzly Bear in their net!

Coach Clyde puts Little Peter and Mariette on the ice!

Mariette lays an egg on the Grizzly Bear’s nose!

Little Pete charges through the Bear’s leg and scores!!!  The Farm Team wins!  

Words to Cut Out for Use with The List

parrots



emerald sand

monkeys


black stones

sharks



exotic wood

prickles


warmest wools

rough linen

shiniest silks

finest seeds

rotten fruit

astounding flowers 

Fiction/Non-Fiction Checklist

Name: ____________________

Name of Book: ________________________

Check off the characteristics of your book.  If the fiction column has more checks, your book is probably fiction!  If the non-fiction column has more checks, your book is probably non-fiction!

	Fiction
	Non-Fiction



	___ seems to be telling a story

___ illustrations (drawings)

___ an illustrator’s name on the cover

___ only letters on the spine label


	___ seems to be giving information

___ photographs 

___ an index

___ a table of contents

___ a call number on the spine label


Chart Comparing the Two Scaredy Squirrel Books

	
	His Fears
	His Problem
	Resolution

	Scaredy Squirrel
	
	
	

	Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend


	
	
	


