A Bibliography of Selected Picture Books Chosen for their Positive Values Themes


The theme of Change in Picture Books

This is an eclectic selection of quality picture books for enjoyment, study, analysis. They are important models for students as they prepare to create their own picture book around the theme of “Change”. They all have many levels of meaning, contain insights and young readers absorb their positive message without being preachy. 
All are beautifully illustrated! Their art represents unique blends of lively, sophisticated illustrations that enrich the stories. The variety is important and affirms for students that their own individual artistic style, preferences and gifts are good. 

Above all, each story is entertaining and speaks to all ages. As you analyze them let them inspire you. Use them as models.
Burton, Viginia Lee. The Little House. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1969.
The classic tale of the little house that started its life in the country and as time passed the city way off in the distance engulfed the little house. The changes of the countryside are poignantly captured through the eyes of the little house.
 Carl, Eric. The Tiny Seed. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1990.

The author states that his interest in preserving endangered animals and habitats of the world inspired his book. Teaches children an important lesson about the special qualities of all living things.

Godkin, Celia. When the Giant Stirred; Legend of a Volcanic Island. Markham: 

Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2002.

The story of a volcanic eruption that totally changed a small island where people, animals and plants lived an interdependent relationship. The islanders had successfully coaxed the giant asleep but the day came when it grumbled and rumbled awake. 
Bourgeois, Paulette. Illustrated by Stephane Jorisch. Oma’s Quilt. Toronto: Kids Can, 2001.

The family’s sadness about the necessity of aging Oma’s move into a seniors’ home is alleviated by a charming, sensitive little granddaughter and her creative project of a quilt. Growing old, suffering loss of community and the power of a child and family is beautifully told. 

Bunting, Eve. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. The Wall. New York: Clarion, 1990.

Teaches children that special memorials, built to honour soldiers killed in war, are places to remember loved ones.

Climo, Shirley. Illustrated by Ruth Heller. Egyptian Cinderella. New York: Harper Collins,

1989. 
Fairy tales are an important genre for children and teach many lessons. Cinderella is one. It tells us that it is not nice to be mean and that things may happen to turn make everything turn out okay. Ruth Heller is a wonderful artist.
Crimi, Carolyn. Illus. by Lynn MunSinger. Don’t Need Friends. New York: Doubleday, 
2000. 

A charming, moving story of friendship. Rat and dog have both suffered the pain of broken friendship and each builds a wall to avoid contact with other animals. The story and Munsinger’s illustration of the garbage dump setting captures the poignancy and emotions of the story of friendship. 
Cooke, Trish. Illustrated by Helen Oxenbury. So Much.  Cambridge: Candlewick, 1994.
Members of a wonderful, lively, loving extended family each smother a baby with love and play as they wait the return home of dad to begin his surprise birthday party. Positive family values are important models for children. This is a black family, essential to include in our multiethnic Canada.  

De Thomasis, Antonio. The Montreal of My Childhood. Montreal: Tundra, 1994.

The author was inspired to record the Montreal of his childhood through paintings and journal entries. This is a good ‘talking’ book to share with children of all ages ‘reading’ the pictures with the young to chat about play and fun and friends and changing times.

Fox, Meme. Illustrated by Kathryn Brown. Tough Boris. New York: Harcourt Brace, 1994.

 It’s sad to loose a beloved pet, and even a rough tough pirate like Boris shows grief.  When his parrot dies he cries. This is a  picture book that models the appeal of a story told, not only in text, but another embedded in the wonderful illustrations.(e.g., also Phoebe Gilman’s picture books.) 
Gilman, Phoebe. Something From Nothing. Richmond Hill: North Winds, 1992.

This adaptation of a Jewish folktale lovingly presents Joseph, his family and community. Joseph has absolute faith that his grandfather is the great fixer. Along the bottom of each cutout profile of the setting is the parallel story of a mouse family, never mentioned in the text.

Harrison, Troon. Illustrated by Zhong-Yang Huang. Courage to Fly. Alberta, Red Deer, 2002.
Meg’s immigration from her beloved Caribbean home to a new home in a city is a frightening experience. It fills her with dread as tall buildings close in on her. A lovely story of courage gradual adjustment, growing friendship and important lessons learned. 

Leedahl, Shelley A.  Illustrated by Bill Slavin. The Bone Talker. Red Deer: Red Deer Press, \
1999.  

A touching story about a child’s ingenuity that rekindles Grandmother Bones’ memory whose “ life had wound down like a clock.” Patches in a quilt rekindle her imagination and become the pattern that pictures life on Canada’s prairie.
Intrator, Roberta Groble. Two eyes, A Nose and a Mouth. Toronto: Scholastic, 1995.
Beautiful photographs of many faces and poetry celebrates the beauty in faces of the human family. It answers, “Yes,” to the question, “Our differences make us special, wouldn’t you say?”
Marsden, John.  Illustrated by Shaun Tan. The Rabbits. China: Simply Read, 2006. 

Parr, Todd. The Family Book. New York: Little brown, 2003.

Presents the important value that although there may be a differences in family structures, all loving families are special. The bold, primary coloured seemingly simple illustrations are an important model for the students. 
Joose, Barbara M. Illustrated by Barbara Lavallee. Mama, Do You Love Me? San 


Francisco: Chronicle, 1991.

This is a tender story that reassures a child that indeed her mama loves her no matter what. Set in the Arctic.
Locker, Thomas. Retelling by Lenny Hort. The Boy Who Held Back the Sea.  New York: 


Dial, 1987.

Thomas Locker creates stunning picture books all with significant, important themes and values. In this one, Jan, a mischievous boy, learns that when one ‘cries wolf’ too often people will not take you seriously when something really happens. In the end, Jan shows courage to save the day.
McGugan, Jim. Illustrated by Murray Kimber. Josepha. Alberta: Red Deer College, 1994.

This Governor General’s Award winner captures the isolation of an immigrant boy and the kind hand of friendship extended by a younger school mate and teacher.

Morris, Ann. Photographs by Ken Heyman. Loving. New York: Lothrop Lee Shepard, 1990.
The photographs enhance this warm, tender story. Children from around the world are shown with their families each loved and nurtured in all sorts of situations. 

Polacco Patricia. Thunder Cake. New York: Philomel, 1990.

Polacco is another important author and artist in children’s literature. This book tells the charming story of how the author’s loving, wise grandmother, her ‘Babushka’, led her to overcome her fear of thunderstorms when she was a little girl. The grandma’s lesson speaks to all of us.

The wonderful ‘thunder cake’ recipe is in the back. (I’ve tested many times.) 
Reid, Barbara. Subway Mouse. Toronto: Scholastic, 2002. 
A lovely story of a young subway mouse who goes on a quest to follow his dream, a journey that demands courage and faith and surprises along the way. Barbara Reid is another must-have author/illustrator to study and enjoy.  

 Sendak, Maurice. Where the wild Things Are. New York: Harper Rowe, 1963.

A most famous children’s book – a classic! Max learns an important lesson. Although he is sent to his room for “mischief of one kind and another” and in his anger he creates “wild things”, in the end he controls the ‘wild things’ and his parents affirm their love. “…he found his supper waiting for him and it was still hot.” 

Sheldon, Dyan. Illustrated by Gary Blythe. The Whale Song. London: Random Century, 


1993.

The book begins, “Lilly’s grandmother told her a story.” The story is about the magical beauty of whales. The book raises important questions about our relationship with whales, indeed human attitude to all living things.
Seattle, Chief. Illustrated by Susan Jeffers. Brother Eagle, Sister Sky. New York: Dial, 1991.

An important lesson about right relationships with the earth and native peoples attitudes. Susan Jeffers, a significant artist in the field of children’s literature, illustrates Chief Seattle’s historic speech to European settlers.

Stanley, Diane. Rumpelstiltskin’s Daughter. New York: Morrow, 1997.

Delightful new spin on the traditional fairy tale, one that adds important positive values for today’s children in a fun, amusing way. The fairy tale heroines are kind, clever and wise and use their talents to achieve great things. 
Uegaki, Chieri. Illustrated by Stéphane Jorisch.  Suki's Kimono. Kids Can Press, 2003. 

Suki wears her kimono on the first day of school even in the face of her disapproving older sisters and the snickers and comments of fellow classmates.  She shares the warm memories of her grandmother and her love of dance. In doing so, she receives a surprisingly warm response from her teacher and classmates. An important lesson about embracing ones individuality. (A 2005 Blue Spruce entry.)
Wells, Rosemary. Shy Charles. New York: Dial, 1998.

“Charles was happy as could be,” so begins this charming story of a mouse who was painfully shy. His parents try hard to change Charles. In an emergency Charles comes to the rescue but in the end he remains shy. A book with many important themes and a great model for older students to explore and analyze. 

Wild, Margaret. Illustrated by Julie Vivas. The Very Best of Friends. Toronto: Kids Can, 


1990.

A touching story of a close friendship, grieving the death of one and learning to cope. Julie Vivas is a must-have illustrator of children’s book for students to anlyze. Her paintings are so alive, telling and fun. 

Williams, Vera. “More, More, More,” Said the Baby: 3 Love Stories. New York:

Greenwillow, 1990.

This charming book, models the loving, fun relationship of three children with a family member. 

Yee, Paul.  Illustrated by Harvey Chan. Ghost Train. Toronto: Douglas and McIntyre, 1996.
The story is founded on positive values – the love and loyalty between a father and daughter, promises kept and a girl who overcomes a handicap to become a talented painter. A wonderful book, winner of the Governor General’s Award.
Zolotow, Charlotte. The Moon Was the Best. New York: Greenwillow, 1993.

A mother and father, returning from a holiday in Paris, share memories with their daughter. When asked, “What was the best?” mother states, ‘the moon was the best because it was the same moon shining on you, so I knew we weren’t far apart at all.” A lovely thought for children. 
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