The Dewey Divas and Dudes Present:
Our Favourite Adult Books for Spring 2008
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Read our new blog for ongoing book recommendations and rep adventures:

www.DeweyDivas.blogspot.com
And check out our website:
www.DeweyDivasAndDudes.com
The Deweys are a group of library book reps representing
H.B. Fenn and Company,  HarperCollins Canada, Kate Walker & Co, McArthur & Company, McClelland & Stewart, Oxford University Press Canada, Random House of Canada, Scholastic Canada and Simon & Schuster Canada. 

Spring Dewey Diva Picks – Random House of Canada

For more information contact Maylin Scott      mscott@randomhouse.com
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Fiction

Nikolski by Nicholas Dickner, Trans. by Lazer Lederhendler – Knopf Canada – 978-0-676-97879-7 - $29.95 HC – March 2008
Spring 1989. Three young people – Noah, Joyce and an unnamed narrator – leave their far-flung birthplaces and end up in Montreal on a voyage of self-discovery. This is a charming, quirky and funny book about garbage-obsessed archeologists, pirates, a Commodore 64, a mysterious book with no cover, and a broken compass whose needle obstinately points to the Aleutian village of Nikolski.  A great YA crossover book which has won numerous awards in Quebec. 

[image: image10.jpg]=Y

The Dewey Divas and the Dudes




The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway – Knopf Canada – 978-0-307-39703-4 - $29.95 HC – April 2008

One day a shell lands in a bread line and kills twenty-two people as a cellist watches from a window in his flat. He vows to sit where the mortar fell and play Albinoni’s Adagio once a day for each of the victims. Meanwhile, Kenan steels himself for his weekly walk to collect water for his family, and Dragan just tries to cross a dangerous street. Then there is “Arrow,” a gifted female sniper, who is asked to protect the cellist from a hidden shooter. This is a moving and beautiful novel about a city under siege and how the daily struggles for survival can take on epic qualities. 
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The Rain Before it Falls by Jonathan Coe – Knopf US – 978-0-307-26803-7 - $27.95 HC – March 2008

A heartbreaking novel about three generations of women whose destinies stretch around the world from the English countryside during WWII, to southern France, to the University of Toronto campus.  Just before she died, Rosamond recorded her memories on cassettes she bequeathed to a woman she hadn’t seen in decades. When her beloved niece, Gill, plays the tapes in hopes of locating this unwitting heir, she instead hears a family saga swathed in promise and betrayal. Coe’s writing is spectacularly beautiful; this is one of my favourite novels of the season. 
[image: image12.png]THE CELLIST




The Outcast by Sadie Jones – Knopf Canada – 978-0-307-39666-2 - $32.95 HC – March 2008  It’s 1957 and Lewis Aldridge is straight out of jail and nineteen years old. His return will trigger the implosion not just of his family, but of a whole community. A decade earlier, his father’s homecoming from the war cast a very different shape and tragedy ensued. Lewis’s grief and burgeoning rage are all too plain, and Kit, a young neighbour, makes a private vow to help. But in her attempts to set them both free, she fails to predict the painful and horrifying secrets that must first be forced into the open. A stunning and gut-wrenching debut novel with all the emotional impact of Ian McEwan’s Atonement. 
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Unaccustomed Earth by Jhumpa Lahiri – Knopf Canada – 978-0-676-97934-3 - $29.95 HC – April 2008
Eight dazzling stories that take us from Cambridge and Seattle to India and Thailand.  Closing the collection is “Hema and Kaushik,” a trio of linked stories, that follow the lives of a girl and boy as they travel from innocence to experience on separate, sometimes painful paths, until destiny brings them together again years later in Rome. A masterclass in how to write a short story. I’m still thinking about them months later. 
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The Reserve by Russell Banks – Knopf Canada – 978-0-676-97972-5 - $32.00 HC – February 2008  Part love story, part murder mystery, this is a gripping novel set in a pre-WWII world of class, politics, art, love and madness. Vanessa Cole is a stunningly beautiful and wild heiress who has been scandalously linked to rich and famous men. Then she meets Jordan Groves, a seductively carefree local artist. He is easy prey for Vanessa’s electrifying charm, but the heiress carries a dark family secret. Unhinged by her father’s unexpected death, she begins to spin out of control, manipulating and destroying the lives of all who cross her path.   Moving from the secluded beauty of the Adirondacks to war-torn Spain and fascist Germany, this is great old-fashioned storytelling. A terrific read. 
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The Homecoming by Bernhard Schlink – Pantheon – 978-0-375-42091-7 - $28.00 HC – Available  
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A child of World War II, Peter Debauer grew up with scant memories of his father, a victim of war. Now an adult, Peter embarks upon a search for the truth and the possibility of finding his missing father after all these years. The search takes him across Europe, to the United States, and back: finding witnesses, falling in and out of love, chasing fragments of a story and a person who may or may not exist. Terrifying mind games challenge Peter's ability to bring to light the truth surrounding his family history while still holding on to the love of a woman who promises a new life, free of lies and deceit. Epic storytelling in this modern version of Homer’s Odyssey. 
Dreamers of the Day by Mary Doria Russell – Random House US – 978-1-4000-6471-7 - $28.00 HC – March 2008
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A forty-year-old schoolteacher from Ohio still reeling from the tragedies of the Great War and the influenza epidemic, Agnes has come into a modest inheritance that allows her to take the trip of a lifetime to Egypt and the Holy Land. She arrives at the Semiramis Hotel just as the 1921 Cairo Peace Conference convenes, where Winston Churchill, T. E. Lawrence, and Lady Gertrude Bell meet to decide the fate of the Arab world. Agnes also encounters the charismatic German spy Karl Weilbacher and is drawn deeply into geopolitical intrigue. A fictional sequel to Paris 1919.  
This Night’s Foul Work  by Fred Vargas – Knopf Canada – 978-0-307-39685-3 - $29.95 HC - Available 
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On the edge of Paris two small-time drug dealers have had their throats cut in a peculiar fashion. Commissaire Adamsberg’s investigation into these horrible deaths brings him into contact with the attractive Ariane Lagarde – a pathologist who caused him professional grief some twenty-five years ago. There’s also a new lieutenant on the scene, whose ties to Adamsberg’s past create tension and hostility in his present. Another multi-layered, deliciously-paced and thrilling addition to her acclaimed series. For fans of Ruth Rendell, P.D. James and Reginald Hill. 

Nemesis by Jo Nesbo – Random House Canada – 978-0-307-35574-4 - $32.00 HC – May 2008

Grainy CCTV footage shows a man walking into a bank and putting a gun to a cashier's head. When he doesn't get his money in time, she is executed. Detective Harry Hole is assigned to the case but he has other troubles. He goes to dinner at an old flame’s house and wakes up at home with no memory of the past twelve hours. The same morning the girl is found shot dead in her bed and Harry begins to receive threatening e-mails. Meanwhile the bank robberies continue with unparalleled savagery. Are the two connected?  Great Nordic crime for fans of Henning Mankell or Karin Fossum. 
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Non-fiction

Who’s Your City? How the Creative Economy Is Making Where You Live the Most Important Decision of Your Life by Richard Florida – Random House Canada – 978-0-307-35696-3 - $29.95 HC – March 2008 – Current Affairs
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It’s a mantra of the age of globalization that where we live doesn’t matter but according to Richard Florida, this is plain wrong. Globalization is not flattening the world – it’s making it “spikier.” Place matters more than ever to the global economy and to our individual lives. Where we live determines the jobs and careers we have access to, the people we meet, the “mating markets” in which we participate, and it determines where the good ideas come from – and even whether they come at all. A fascinating look at the importance of our cities for urban and rural readers alike and for fans of Jane Jacobs. 
Nothing To Be Frightened Of by Julian Barnes – Random House Canada – 978-0-307-35698-7

$32.95 HC – April 2008 – Biography/Memoir/Philosophy
"I don't believe in God, but I miss him." So begins Julian Barnes’s brilliant new book that is part family memoir, part an ongoing exchange with his philosopher brother, a meditation on mortality, the fear of death, an argument with and about God, and a homage to the writer Jules Renard. Barnes draws poignant portraits of the last days of his parents, recalled with great detail, affection and exasperation and he recounts the stories of a number of writers, “most of them dead and quite a few of them French,”. A quirky but very readable book about a subject no one likes to think about.

Dewey Divas – OLA Presentation- Spring 2008 – Adult Books

Ann Ledden – McArthur & Company

Contact me at annl@mcarthur-co.com or (416) 408-4007 x 24

Transgressions by James Nichol – McArthur – 978-1-55278-717-5 - $24.95 Trade Paperback – Fiction/Mystery - March

Paris, Canada, winter 1946: While playing in the woods, children discover a severed finger and soon the corpse of a man who is the victim of a terrible crime. The murder connects to the past: it’s linked with the fate of the young Frenchwoman Adele who, during the war, fell in love with a German soldier and was branded a collaborator. In Canada, she hopes to forget her dark secret. But then the past rears its head - with a deadly consequences.

Margarita Nights by Phyllis Smallman – McArthur - 978-1-55278-699-4 - $24.95 Trade Paperback – Fiction/Mystery - April

The bar in Jacaranda, Florida may be upscale but bartender Sherri Travis is from a side of town where luxury is an extra wide trailer which isn’t actually in the swamp. Jimmy Travis, Sherri’s lying, cheating scam artist husband, comes from Jacaranda’s social registry and there’s only one thing Sherri and her mother in law can agree on – Sherri and Jimmy don’t belong together. Sherri wants Jimmy out of her life, but he won’t stay gone, so when Jimmy and his boat explode in an orange ball of fire, the police come calling.

Tyrant by Christian Cameron – Orion – 978-0-7528-9040-1 Hardcover - $37.95 – 978-0-7528-9041-8 Trade Paperback - $24.95 – Fiction - February 

A thrilling historical adventure set in the era of Alexander’s conquests.

After fighting against the Persian hordes with Alexander the Great, Athenian cavalryman Kineas is exiled by his native city.  Forced to become a mercenary for the Tyrant of Olbia, he stumbles into a deadly maze of intrigue and conspiracy that will require all his guile and courage to survive.

The Ninth Stone by Kylie Fitzpatrick – Orion - 978 0 297 85276 6 Hardcover - $37.95 - 978 0 297 85301 5 Trade Paperback - $24.95 – Fiction - March

A jewel thief is on the loose in old London town and is murdering his victims; Sarah O’Reilly, who works as a typesetter in a newspaper office, becomes embroiled in the mystery that will eventually lead to India and a jewel with terrifying and occult powers.

The Irresistible Inheritance of Wilberforce by Paul Torday – Orion - 978 0 297 85159 2 Hardcover - $37.95 - 978 0 297 85293 3 Trade Paperback - $24.95 – Fiction - April

When Wilberforce takes an unusual detour home he discovers Caerlyon Hall, where a board announces: ‘Francis Black: Fine Bordeaux Wines. Visitors Welcome’. Through Francis, he develops a new set of friends, and a growing addiction to the contents of the hall’s vast cellar, which contributes to his downfall, and to heartbreak.

The Last Gospel by David Gibbins – Headline - 978 0 7553 3514 5  Hardcover - $34.95 - 978 0 7553 3515 2  Trade Paperback - $24.95 – Fiction - April

History is full of secrets - secrets that have remained hidden for thousands of years. And we have no idea what many of them are. We know they're there, under the ground, at the bottom of the ocean, hidden away, just waiting for someone to unlock them.
Enter Jack Howard, one of the greatest archaeologists of his day, a man who never stops believing, never gives up hope that out there might be the next big discovery. But when he and his best friend Costas are interrupted during a dive off the coast of Sicily that might possibly reveal the final journey of St. Paul, Jack has no idea what lies in store.

In a Far Country by Linda Holeman – Headline - 978 0 7553 3188 8  Hardcover - $37.95 - 978 0 7553 3189 5  Trade Paperback - $24.95 – Fiction - March

Pree Fincastle, daughter of impoverished British missionaries in India, is left alone and destitute when tragedy strikes. Turned away by the Church, she embarks on a journey in search of Kai, the son of her mother’s ayah, and the only person she can trust. But Kai is not the man Pree thought he was, and the secrets he holds will unlock the door to another world, another time – and, shockingly, another life. 


Pretty Dead Things by Barbara Nadel – Headline - 978 0 7553 3561 9  Hardcover - $37.95 - 978 0 7553 3562 6  Trade Paperback - $24.95 – Fiction/Mystery - March

When Emine Aksu, the flamboyant wife of an Istanbul style guru, suddenly goes missing, Inspector Cetin Ikmen’s investigation leads him deep into her strange and colourful past.
Emine was a hippie when she was younger, who wholeheartedly enjoyed the liberated lifestyle that swept across the city when the western Europeans flooded into Istanbul in the sixties. According to her husband, Emine never really left behind the free love pleasures she discovered back then and he suspects she was visiting an old friend at the time of her disappearance. Meanwhile, Inspector Mehmet Suleyman is called to a terrifying scene at the art deco Kamondo Stairs in the old banking district of Karakoy. The skeleton of a woman has been discovered in one of the large plant containers. Could these two bizarre incidents be linked?

The Point of Rescue by Sophie Hannah – Hodder - 978 0 340 93310 7  Hardcover - $34.95 - 978 0 340 93311 4  Trade Paperback - $24.95 – Fiction - April

Sally is watching the news with her husband when she hears a name she ought not to recognize: Mark Bretherick. Last year, a work trip Sally had planned was cancelled at the last minute. Desperate for a break from her busy life juggling work and a young family, Sally didn’t tell her husband that the trip had fallen through. Instead, she booked a week off work and treated herself to a secret holiday. All she wanted was a bit of peace – some time to herself – but it didn’t work out that way. Because Lucy met a man – Mark Bretherick. All the details are the same: where he lives, his job, his wife Geraldine and daughter Lucy. Except that the man on the news is a man Lucy has never seen before. And Geraldine and Lucy Bretherick are both dead.

Enough by John Naish – Hodder - 978 0 340 93590 3  Hardcover - $39.95 - 978 0 340 93591 0  Trade Paperback - $29.95 – Current Affairs/Environment - March

For millions of years, humankind has used a brilliantly successful survival strategy. If we like something, we chase after more of it: more status, more food, more info, more stuff. Then we chase again. It’s how we survived famine, disease and disaster to colonize the world. But now, thanks to technology, we’ve suddenly got more of everything than we can ever use, enjoy or afford. That doesn’t stop us from striving though and it’s making us sick, tired, overweight, angry and in debt. It burns up our personal ecologies and the planet’s ecology too. We urgently need to develop a sense of ‘enough’.

Paradise Lost by Giles Milton – Hodder - 978 0 340 83786 3  Hardcover - $39.95 - 978 0 340 96234 3  Trade Paperback - $29.95 – History - July

On Saturday 9th September, 1922, the victorious Turkish cavalry rode into Smyrna, the richest and most cosmopolitan city in the Ottoman Empire. What happened over the next two weeks must rank as one of the most compelling human dramas of the twentieth century. Almost two million people were caught up in a disaster of truly epic proportions. The story unfolds through the memories of survivors, many of them interviewed for the first time, who found themselves caught up in one of the greatest catastrophes of the modern age. 
Kate Walker & Company’s DEWEY DIVA BEST BETS

ADULT SELECTION

The Suspicions Of Mr Whicher A Murder And The Undoing Of A Great Victorian Detective by Kate Summerscale Raincoast Books 978-1-55192-836-4 Cloth $28.95 True Crime March

It’s 1860, Saville Kent, age three, is murdered in an outdoor privy. The crime horrifies England and it leads to a national obsession that turns the masses into amateur sleuths.

The Battle for Wine and Love or How I Saved the World from Parkerization by Alice Feiring Harcourt Books 978-0-15-101286-2 Cloth $25.95 Food June

Join Alice Feiring as she sets off on her one-woman crusade across the world against the tyranny of homogenization, wine consultants and of course the 100 point scoring system of a certain all-powerful wine consultant

Aviary Gate by Katie Hickman Bloomsbury UK 978-0-7475-9450-5 Paperback $19.95 Fiction April

The bestselling author of Daughters of Britannia returns with a stunning tale of intrigue in a Sultan’s Harem. Elizabeth Stavely sits in the Bodlean Library with a parchment fragment which could hold the clue to an untold story over 400 years old.

All Things Must Fight To Live Stories Of War And Deliverance In Congo 
by Bryan Mealer Bloomsbury USA 978-1-59691-345-5 Cloth $27.95 Current Events May

A foreign correspondent's gripping account of his experiences in Congo, told through the long scope of the country's dark and brutal history. "All Things Must Fight to Live" is a searing portrait of an emerging country devastated by a decade of war and horror as well as an unflinching look at the darkness and greed that exists in the hearts of men.
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 Ghost Building An Architectural Vision by Brian Mackay-Lyons Princeton Architectural Press 978-1-56898-736-1 Paperback $38.95 May

For two weeks each summer, architect Brian MacKay-Lyons uses his family farm on the east coast of Nova Scotia for a special event. Among the stone ruins of a village almost four hundred years old, he assembles a community of architects, professors, and students for a design-build internship and educational initiative called Ghost Research Lab. Ghost is the rare manifesto that does not preach but rather inspires quietly with simple ideas that unexpectedly unsettle and arouse.
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 Headline Murder by April Lindgren Second Story Press 1897187416 Paperback $19.95 April Mystery
Set in Queen’s Park, a Toronto journalist tries to find the secrets that lie behind the murder of the Culture Minister.
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 Mordecai Richler Leaving St Urbain by Reinhold Kramer McGill-Queen’s University Press 9780773533554 Cloth $39.95 May Biography

Based on never-before published material from the Richler archives as well as interviews with family members, friends, and acquaintances, Mordecai Richler: Leaving St Urbain shows how Richler consistently mined his remarkable life for material for his novels. 
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 Double Lives: Writing and Motherhood edited by Shannon Cowan et al McGill-Queen’s University Press 9780773533776 Paperback $22.95  May Anthology

Writing is intellectual, solitary work, and mothering too often seen as its antithesis. Yet despite having writers such as Adrienne Rich, Alice Munro, Tillie Olsen and Margaret Laurence to guide and inspire them, mothers who are writers still often feel overwhelmed - even in the 21st century, a writer new to mothering may wonder if she will ever write again. 
In Double Lives, the first Canadian literary anthology focusing on mothering and writing, twenty-two writers, Authors such as Di Brandt, Stephanie Bolster, Linda Spalding, Janice Kulyk Keefer, Sharron Proulx-Turner, Sally Ito Rachel Rose and Susan Olding, make significant and illuminating contributions to our understanding of how writer and mother co-exist. 
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 Renegades: Canadians in the Spanish Civil War by Michael Petrou University of British Colombia Press 9780774814188 Paperback $24.95 March History

Between 1936 and 1939, 1,700 Canadians defied their government and volunteered to fight in the Spanish Civil War. Four hundred died there. 
Michael Petrou has drawn on recently declassified archival material, interviewed surviving Canadian veterans, and visited the battlefields of Spain to write the definitive account of Canadians in the Spanish Civil War. Renegades is a groundbreaking, intimate, and unflinching story of idealism and courage, duplicity and defeat. 
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 Five Ring Circus  Myths and Realities of the Olympic Games by Christopher A. Shaw New Society Publishers 9780865715929 paperback $19.95 July Current Events

The shiny rings of the Olympic Games have grown tarnished over the years as doping, corruption and other scandals rise to the surface. Those scandals are the tip of the iceberg, according to author Christopher Shaw, the lead spokesperson for several anti-Games groups. Five Ring Circus details the history of how Vancouver won the bid for the 2010 Games, who was involved, and what the real motives were.
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 Like a Rock: The Chuck Cadman Story by Tom Zytaruk Harbour Publishing 1550174274 Paperback $26.95 April Biography

The moving story of Chuck Cadman a true people’s politician whose son’s brutal murder galvanized him from a life long couch potato to an activist Member of Parliament focused on youth crime. His untimely death in 2005 was mourned by Canadians everywhere.
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 Kiss the Joy as it Flies by Sheree Fitch Nimbus Publishing 1551096536 Paperback $19.95 May Fiction

Award-winning children’s author publishes her first novel for adults. With all the wisdom, humour and joy we’ve come to expect from Sheree Fitch, Kiss the Joy As It Flies marks the well-loved author’s move from children’s literature to adult fiction. Set in the fictional Maritime town of Odell, with a cast of exasperating but lovable characters, Kiss the Joy As It Flies promises to be a remarkable debut and a reader’s favourite.
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