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Making a simple rod puppet
Material list:

12” x 18” piece of sheet foam

Wooden spoon

Wire coat hanger

2  ½ inch pom poms for eyes

1 ½ inch pom pom for nose

2  1 or 2 inch  pom poms for hands

6 ½ pom poms for toes (optional)

Acrylic paint

Paint brush

Pliers and wire cutters

Black marker

Scissors

Glue gun

Instructions:

· Paint the spoon same colour as sheet foam.

· Trace out the pattern on the foam and carefully cut out.

· Glue the ends of the arms together matching up the angles on the ends.

· Cut out the slits for the arms and carefully thread the arms though.

· Wrap the neck of the body around the spoon and glue both at neck and the arms.  Then glue the tail and back together.

· Take the chin and make a line down the centre.  Run a bead of glue along the line.  Match up the edges of the head along the line of glue.  The chin piece holds the edges of the head together.  Secure edges of chin to head with glue.

· Attach the head to the spoon, by gluing the edge of the spoon and then placing the head on the edge that is glued.  The top of the puppet head should touch the top of the spoon and the back of the chin should touch the base of the spoon bowl.

· Use pliers/wire cutters to cut the hook from the wire coat hanger and carefully straighten out the coat hanger.  Bend in half to make a “V” shape.

· Bend down the tips of the wire for safety, making sure there are no shape points or edges.  Wrap the hands of the puppet around the bent ends of the wire and glue securely in place.

· Glue on the ears (if not part of the cut out pattern).

· Glue on pom poms for nose, eyes, hands and toes.

· Glue eyelids over the eyes.
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