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A puppeteer is a person who manipulates an inanimate object—a puppet— in real time to create the illusion of life.

A puppeteer can operate a puppet by the use of strings, rods, wires, or simply his or her own hands. Some puppet styles require puppeteers to work in teams to create a single character.

There is a broad range of styles of puppetry that require puppeteers. There are shadow puppets, rod puppets, marionettes, Table-top puppets, body puppets, hand or glove puppets, etc. Whatever the style, the puppeteer's role is to manipulate the physical object in such a manner that the audience believes the object is imbued with life.

(From Wikipedia)

People have enjoyed puppets for thousands of years. Puppetlike figures have been found in tombs and ruins in ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome. The first puppets were probably used in religious ceremonies. Priests secretly moved the eyes or arms of an idol or religious carving to impress the people watching.  (World Book Online)
Organizations for puppeteers help people improve their technique with puppets. The Puppeteers of America has members in the United States, Canada, and about 20 other countries. The Union Internationale des Marionettes (UNIMA) is another international organization of puppeteers. The headquarters of UNIMA are in Warsaw, Poland, and the organization has national chapters in the United States, Canada, and about 15 other countries. Puppet centers have been established in Atlanta, Georgia; Boston; Columbia, South Carolina; Toronto, Canada; and London. Their puppet exhibitions and performances by leading puppeteers provide exposure to the art of puppetry. (World Book Online).  NOTE:  Puppet Centre no longer exists in Toronto – see below information on Ontario Puppetry Association.
THE ONTARIO PUPPETRY ASSOCIATION

171 Sherman St. Kingston  ON  K7M 4G9  Canada

 http://www.onpuppet.org  (all information below from their website)
 The Ontario Puppetry Association, a strong advocate for the art of puppetry, is a non-profit corporation.  It supports the work of puppeteers of different styles and at all levels of expertise.  If you are interested in finding out about when and where puppet shows are being held in Ontario, booking a puppet company for your own event, buying a puppet, listing a show of your own, or even becoming a member then you have come to the right place!  
The Association was established in 1956 and incorporated in 1972. The Ontario Puppetry Association has been recognized both nationally, in the USA and abroad as the prime organization promoting puppetry arts in the Province of Ontario.

The extensive OPA collection of Canadian and International puppets from its now defunct Puppet Centre was donated to the Canadian Museum of Civilization in Hull in 1995 where it has been catalogued and a considerable portion of it professionally exhibited over the past few years. 

Puppets Up! Festival

The Puppets Up! Festival has been held for the past two years in Almonte, near Ottawa.  This festival is usually held on the second weekend in August.

TYPES OF PUPPETS 

The following information has been taken from:  
http://www.thepuppetstudio.com/home.html

Finger Puppets:

Finger puppets start with a tube that fits over your finger. Decorated in different ways, a small cast of characters can appear on every finger of both hands. Another version has two fingers poke through the puppet's torso to become the legs. Stages for finger puppets can be as simple as a shoebox.

Hand Puppet (Glove Puppet):
There are many variations to a hand puppet. If the puppet does not have a movable mouth, three fingers on one hand become the neck and two arms. This type of puppet is often called a glove puppet. If the puppet has a movable mouth, traditionally the thumb serves as the lower jaw; the four fingers form the upper mouth. 

Shadow Puppet: 

Mostly rod puppets, they are made flat and cast a shadow when the puppeteer manipulates them between a light source and a screen (often a piece of muslin stretched like a canvas). A shadow puppeteer learns to move the puppet in and out of the light so its shadow grows and shrinks and goes in and out of sharp focus. Traditionally, these are made from animal hides that are painted and punched with decorative designs. Colored acetates are often used to create colors in the puppet's projected shadow. 

Junk Puppet (Found Object): 

The simple paper bag puppet typifies what a junk puppet is. Everyday objects become incorporated into a puppet that may be moved by hand, string or rod. This includes boxes, socks, egg cartons and paper plates. More rarefied artitically, the type of puppet becomes "found object" and, in the hands of a talented puppeteer, can be truly magical. 

Pop-up Puppet:
This puppet is often found in a toy store. It has a cone and a rod through it. By attaching the puppet to the top of the rod and pushing the rod through the cone, the character appears and disappears.

Rod Puppet:
Sticks or wire rod manipulate rod puppets attached to the neck and hands. In most cases, these controls come from below. Rod puppets may also be worked with rods from above, or any direction necessary for good movement and performance. 

Hand and Rod Puppet:
This is the style made famous by the Muppets. The puppeteer uses his hand to move the puppet's mouth while rods attached to the puppet's hands animate the arms. 

Hand and Glove Puppet:
Also used frequently by the Muppets, this puppet is like the hand and rod puppet except human hands become the puppet's hands. This type of puppet may manipulate, pick up and put down, objects. For both hands to work, two puppeteers are needed: one on the mouth and one hand, an additional puppeteer on the second hand. 

Marionette (String Puppet): 

One of the most difficult forms of puppetry to manipulate effectively, marionettes hang on strings. Usually there are eight basic strings to a well-designed marionette. However, some marionettes can have thirty or more. A good marionette performer learns how to use gravity to give the puppet life and weight. To work a marionette well, one must practice.

Paddle Puppet (Marionette a la Planchette): 

Street performers in the late 18th century manipulated paddle puppets by tapping a plank with their foot. The puppets, suspended by string or a rod, bounced on the plank, giving the illusion of dancing. The puppeteer used hands for playing a musical instrument for accompaniment. 

Humanette :
A puppet-proportioned body hangs from the puppeteer's neck. If the performer dresses in black and performs against black, the illusion is that the human head appears on a small, comic body. The puppeteer, wearing black gloves, manipulates the limbs with rods attached to the hands and heels. The performer's hands might also fit into small shoes to operate the feet with a second puppeteer manipulating the arms. The "triplets" number from the classic Fred Astaire movie "Bandwagon" is a perfect example of a humanette.
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