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Tips and Tricks in Puppetry

1.  Get Your Audience Involved :  Interaction between audience and puppets will ensure 

      a successful show.  Ways to interact include having the puppets ask the audience 

      questions, say hello to the boys and girls and have the puppets lead the audience in a 

      song. Using stories that the children know is another way to ensure their participation.

2.  Outline where your audience should sit with masking tape on the floor so that they sit 

      in the optimal spots to see the puppets.

3.  When you practice use a mirror at first so that you can see what the puppet is doing. 
4.  Try the puppets you want to use before using them in a show so you make sure they 

      are able to move in ways you need etc.

5.  Remember that when you are behind the puppet theatre, you CANNOT see the 
     audience. Your puppet has to express everything that you want to get across to the 
     audience. 

6.  Bring the puppets out after a show (if it is applicable and if the puppets can handle the 
     abuse).  Kids love to shake hands with the puppets or if you have a small group, let

     them try out the puppets for themselves.

7.  Make the voices you use in the show ones that are easy to do and that you can 

     consistently maintain.  If you pick a big gravelly voice, for example, but find halfway 

     through the show you are coughing or running out of voice, modify it.

8.  Try to have the script ready as far ahead as possible and read through it often.

     This helps to ingrain the show in your memory when your fellow puppeteer 

      inadvertently puts their arm across the script during the performance.

9.  Improvisation can be fun as well and sometimes this will happen automatically as 

     your puppet show takes on a life of its own!  Don’t be afraid to ad-lib if it works with 

     your audience.  Relax and go with the flow.  If your puppet partner misses a line, just

     keep going!

10.  If you don’t have much time to learn the script, do each character in a different ink

     colour on the script so easier to follow.  14 pt is much easier to read, especially for

     those of us 40 and over!

11.  Make sure you have enough light behind the theatre to see what you are doing!  A 

       small clip on light is helpful if the room is dark.

12.  Have another staff member or friend view your show from where the audience will 

be seated before you perform it so you can get some feedback about puppet placement etc.

13.  For your first shows try stories that you know well to increase your comfort 

 levels.  Use well known fairytales or stories (we have asked permission from the 

 publisher when using stories from current picture books just to cover ourselves but 

 fairytales are in the public domain!)

14.  Wear long sleeves the same colour as your back curtains if you don’t want your

       arm to be viewed by the audience, most notably if your puppets are shorter.  If a warm

       day, we have used sleeves made by cutting arms off a long sleeve top such as a leotard 

       and then you can wear a cooler shirt with those.

Training: 

  We highly recommend the Puppets Up Festival that runs usually on the second weekend in August in Almonte, Ontario.  Kym attended a shadow puppetry workshop at a very reasonable cost - $40 and found it very useful.  The Festival itself is lots of fun as well and a great chance to see fabulous puppet shows of varying styles. Visit http://www.puppetsup.ca/ for more information.
  We have also in the past hired professional puppeteers such as Jerry Lomoro to train our staff.
Our Puppet Stage  (cost approximately $1200 in 2006) 
We got our puppet stage from a company in Toronto.  We found this company through the Internet.  
Joanne Bigham

Open Door Designs(416) 531-1290

http://www.opendoordesigns.ca
You can also find puppet stage building directions through the Internet – some free, some not.
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