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Hook To Hook Reluctant Teen Readers #1022

Speaker: Allison van Diepen

Books that work for reluctant readers usually have:

· quick pacing
· short book length, short chapters, large or medium-sized font
· sparse descriptions

· dialogue-driven or easy-to-read diary style

· highly appealing covers 

Books that don’t work for reluctant readers:

· are boring!
· are in a style of English they can’t relate to

· are books they haven’t had a part in choosing
What strategies can librarians use to sell teens on reading?  

· create displays capitalizing on pop culture; books connected with music, books that have been made into movies (with celebrities on the cover), books connected to TV shows (Dexter, Gossip Girl, 24)
· be careful not to offend them by choosing a “kid’s book”  
· partner a book with its audiobook

How can we make this technology work for us?
· create a library Myspace or Facebook account for the library teen section; you can easily update it yourself.  On that page you can:  
A) post a book of the month, showcasing the cover, description, and book trailer (if one is available).  
B) add widgets (such as a countdown widget) to build anticipation for new books coming into the library.  
C) use the page for book discussions and reviews, like an online book club.  
D) link the page to your online catalogue.
E)  list upcoming library events.
An example on Myspace: www.myspace.com/jacksonvillepubliclibrary
- If you’d prefer not to use Myspace or Facebook, you could create a library wikipedia page.
How can we involve authors in this?  
· facilitate a personal connection between authors and teens; set up an author visit or webcam visit, encourage the teen to email the author, or have the author do an interview on the library’s Myspace or Facebook page
Use controversy
· create a display for banned books

· discuss with the teens why the book has been banned and ask for their opinion, or ask them to figure out why it’s been banned
Your Top Picks for Reluctant Teen Readers  
Four or more mentions:
Twilight series by Stephenie Meyer
Go ask Alice by Anonymous
Cirque Du Freak series by Darren Shan
Naruto series (graphic novels) by Masashi Kishimoto

Acceleration by Graham McNamee

Three mentions:

The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 
Born to Rock by Gordon Korman 

Bone series (graphic novels) by Jeff Smith 
Ellen Hopkins’ books
Guinness Book of World Records 

First Stone by Don Aker 

Street Pharm, Snitch by Allison van Diepen

Two mentions:

Uglies series by Scott Westerfeld
Gravity Journal by Gail Sidonie Sobat
Pride of Baghdad by Brian K. Vaughn (graphic novel)
Inheritance series by Christopher Paolini
Dancing Naked by Shelley Hrdlitschka
Safe as Houses by Eric Walters  
City of Ember Series by Jeanne Duprau

Gossip Girl series by Cecily von Ziegesar
The Circle series (graphic novels) by Ted Dekker 
Alex Rider series by Anthony Horowitz

Cherub series by Robert Muchamore 

Maximum Ride series by James Patterson
Looking for Alaska by John Green 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

Raiders Night by Robert Lipsyte

One mention:

Theories of Relativity by Barbara Haworth-Attard 
Juice, Stars, and We All Fall Down by Eric Walters

Vampire Diaries series by LJ Smith
Mohammed Ali, Fallen Angel and Monster by Walter Dean Myers

The Dangerous Days of Daniel X by James Patterson
Book of Michael by Lesley Choyce

Batman: The Dark Knight by Frank Miller

Airhead by Meg Cabot

Confessions of a Reluctant (But Extremely Good Looking) Hero by Maureen Foster

King of the Lost and Found by John Lekich 
Just in Case by Meg Rosoff

Skin by Adrienne Maria Vrettos

Ball Don’t Lie by Matt de la Pena

Sun Signs by Shelley Hrdlitschka  
Maus by Art Spiegelman
V for Vendetta by Alan Moore and David Lloyd
House of Night series by P.C. and Kristin Cast
Word Nerd by Susin Nielsen

Mercy on These Teenage Chimps by Gary Soto
Just Some Stuff I Wrote by William Bell

Awakening by L.A. Banks
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

Wanted by Caroline B. Cooney

The Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963, by Christopher Paul Curtis

Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul by Jack Canfield
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

Scrapped Princess series (graphic novels)
Rule of the Bone by Russell Banks
Flyy Girl by Omar Tyree
Coldest Winter Ever by Sister Souljah
Sticks and Stones by Beth Goobie

Charmed by Carrie Mac

A Million Little Pieces by James Frey

A Foreign Field by Gillian Chan
Crabbe by William Bell
Dreamspeaker by Cam Hubert
More Than You Can Chew by Marnelle Tokio
Dragonball series by Stacia Deutsch
Tithe, Valiant, and Ironside by Holly Black

One Piece series (graphic novels)
Quid Pro Quo by Vicki Grant
Ironman by Chris Crutcher

Blood Brothers by Marilyn Halvorson

Zee’s Way by Kristin Butcher
Sandpiper by Ellen Wittlinger

Real, Slam Dunk by Takehiko Inoue (graphic novels)
Bleach series (graphic novels)
Nana series by Ai Yazawa (graphic novels)
Son of the Mob by Gordon Korman

Resurrection Blues by Mike Tanner
300 by Frank Miller (graphic novel)
Vampire Kisses by Ellen Schreiber
Percy Jackson and the Olympians series by Rick Riordan
A Streetcar named Desire by Tennessee Williams

Rx by Tracey Lynne

The Blue Helmet by William Bell

The Summoning by Kelley Armstrong

Mediator series by Meg Cabot

Tripping, Fighting the Current by Heather Waldorf

Rag and Bone Shop by Robert Cormier

Coraline by Neil Gaiman

Zombies Calling! by Faith Erin Hicks (graphic novel)

Burnout by Rebecca Donner (graphic novel)  
Battle of the Bands by K.L. Denman

Silver Kiss, Blood and Chocolate by Annette Curtis Klause

Guitar Girl by Sarra Manning
Bifocal by Deborah Ellis and Eric Walters

Spud by John van de Ruit
Boy Meets Boy by David Levithan
The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake

Bluford High series by Anne Schraff
Hatchet series by Gary Paulsen
Last Sam’s Cage by David Poulsen

Boot Camp by Todd Strasser

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
An Abundance of Katherines, Paper Towns by John Green
Sabriel series by Garth Nix
Blue Bloods series, Angels on Sunset Boulevard by Melissa de la Cruz
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
Lisa by Carol Matas

Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
Notes From the Midnight Driver by Jordan Sonnenblick
The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak
Stoner and Spaz by Ron Koertge
Silent to the Bone by E.L. Konigsburg
Freedom Writers Diary by Erin Gruwell and the Freedom Writers
Leslie’s Journal by Allan Stratton

Boldprint series

Shojo manga series
Skud by Dennis Foon
Vampire Academy series by Richelle Mead
Hunted series by Walter Sorrells
Split Image (novel in poems)

You Hear Me (poems by boys)

In Search of April Raintree by Beatrice Culleton
Invitation by Cyndy Baskin
Fables series (graphic novels)

Y: The Last Man series by Brian K. Vaughn (graphic novels)

Authors mentioned without book titles: Eric Jerome Dickey, Lurlene McDaniel, Jennifer Crusie, Don Trembath
