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Readers’ advisory 2.0
Suggestions de lecture 2.0 

Alexandra Yarrow
Librarian, Rideau Branch

Ottawa Public Library
http://delicious.com/alexandrayarrow

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/alexandrayarrow
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• Definitions: Reader’s advisory, appeal factors, 

Web 2.0, Library 2.0, RA 2.0
• RSS feeds
• Absolutely crucial RA blogs
• French RA web sites and blogs
• Specialized web sites and blogs: bookstores, literary 

prizes, newspapers, RA genres 
• Online book clubs
• Best sites for new RA trends: read-alikes, reading 

maps and reader profiles
• , 
• Resource list(s)
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“Appeal was a groundbreaking concept because it shifted the focus away from material to its experience.”

Duncan Smith
Appeal = Areas of change

• Character

• Pacing

Unpacking frame : description, language, 
learning/experiencing, setting and style

• Frame

New aspects related to story line : content, genre, 
subject, theme and type

• Story line

Other areas of change:
• Fine-tuning of terms used to express feelings a book evokes: affect, mood and tone
• Design issues encompassing layout and format (audiobook? graphica?)

New concepts
• Genre sliding
• Nancy Pearl’s “doorways”
• See “An RA Big Think” Library Journal 7/15/2007 (tagged RA_background_reading on Delicious)
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“A complete social discovery system for libraries.”
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More great blogs!
• Booklist has 3 blogs: Likely Stories (http://blog.booklistonline.com/), Book Group 

Buzz (http://bookgroupbuzz.booklistonline.com/) and Audiobooker 
(http://audiobooker.booklistonline.com/) 

• Brown Paper: http://niranjana.wordpress.com/
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• The Canadian Bookworm: http://cdnbookworm.blogspot.com/
• The Good Book Psychic: http://bplbookpsychic.blogspot.com/
• Waterboro Public Library (Maine): http://www.waterborolibrary.org/blog.htm
• Book Bitch: http://www.bookbitch.com/
• Ornery Librarian: http://ornerylibrarian.blogspot.com/
• Princeton Library Lounge (Princeton Public Library): 

http://princetonlibrary.org/librarylounge/
• ABC Book Reviews (Twinsburg Public Library): http://bethandcari.blogspot.com/
• 5th Estate: http://www.fifthestate.co.uk/
• International Literary Quarterly: http://interlitq.wordpress.com/

RA_great_blogs on Delicious
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• Romans@lire: http://www.banq.qc.ca/romans@lire/
• Mag’ à Lire: http://www.mag-a-lire.info/wordpress/
• A à Z: Guide de la bonne lecture http://www.guidelecture.com/ *free e-newsletter*
• Livresse http://livresse.com/index.htm
• Cyberpresse: lectures http://www.cyberpresse.ca/section/CPARTS02
• Le Devoir: livres http://www.ledevoir.com/culture/livres.html
• Salon du livre de Montreal http://www.salondulivredemontreal.com/index.asp
• Critiques Libres http://www.critiqueslibres.com/
• Figures de style http://www.figuresdestyle.com/index.php *free e-newsletter* 
• Evene.fr http://www.evene.fr/
• Le Monde: Livres http://www.lemonde.fr/web/sequence/0,2-3260,1-0,0.html
• Pause Lecture http://www.pauselecture.net/index.php

RA_French on Delicious
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Both simple and mixte search are 
on the homepage screen

Recherche simple = 

• Sujet

• Titre

• Auteur(e)

Recherche mixte = 

• Sujet
• Titre

• Auteur(e)

• Personnage(s)

• Lieu du récit
• Prix littéraire

• + LIMITES 

Looking for desperate housewives? 
Try subject = femmes de foyer… 
(you still have to check  if they are 
desperate)

Oeuvre de __ siècle (divided into 50-year periods) 
Genre littéraire: 

merveilleux,
nouvelles, 
nouvelles à suspense, 
nouvelles d’horreur, 
nouvelles de science-fiction, 
nouvelles érotiques, 
nouvelles fantastiques, 
politique-fiction, 
romans à suspense, 
roman autobiographique, 
roman bigraphique, 
roman d’amour, 
roman d’aventures, 
roman d’espionage, 
roman d’horreur, 
roman de chevalerie, 
roman épistolaire, 
roman érotique, 
roman familial, 
roman fantastique, 
roman histotrique, 
roman humoristique, 
roman judicier, 
roman noir, 
roman policier, 
roman tiré d’un fait vécu, 
roman western, 
roman science-fiction!
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• Amazon.com, Amazon.ca, Amazon.co.uk, Chapters.indigo.ca (of course)
• Barnes and Noble http://www.barnesandnoble.com/

Over 1 million titles + author interviews, book news and reviews. *Good book club section!*
• Canadian Booksellers Association http://www.cbabook.org/main/default.asp

News, events, seasonal hot titles lists,              info. Some areas members only…
• Chapitre.com http://www.chapitre.com/

Very similar to Amazon and other bookstore sites.
• Librairie Renaud-Bray http://www.renaud-bray.com

Palmarès, coups de cœur, carnets RB 
• Nicholas Hoare http://www.nicholashoare.com

Catalogue, Notes At Random and House Favourites (+ local events!)
PDF version of Notes At Random and list of local events available by e-mail

• Ben McNally Books http://www.benmcnallybooks.com/
• Indie Bound http://www.indiebound.org/ puts out Indie Next List 

(http://www.indiebound.org/indie-next-list)

RA_bookstores on Delicious
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• Free and (relatively) painless
• Sign up and catalogue 200 books for free
• Lifetime membership = $25 USD
• Add it (Amazon.com, Amazon.ca, library catalogues)
• Scan your barcodes in!
• Tag it! (subject, reminder, specific-to-you-tag)
• Review it!
• Make friends (and influence people… or at least their 

reading tastes!)
• Follow it! (using RSS)
• It’s the “love child of Melvil Dewey and Web 2.0!”
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• Second Life Library on Info Island
• Medical Library
• SciFi In the Sky Skypod 
• Mystery Manor
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• Fahrenheit 451 2:23 
The Big Read; Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library

• A Thousand Splendid Suns 3:14
ALDLive review by JoAnne Pulcino, Arapahoe Library District

• American-Born Chinese 1:22
Elizabeth McMunn; MLIS San Jose State

• A Fly on the Wall 2:10 
Adriana; MLIS San Jose State

• In the Company of the Courtesan 3:06 Topeka Library

RA_video on Delicious
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• Video book trailers 
and author 
interviews posted 
on their website

• Many are not made 
in-house but act as 
RA tools to other 
items in collection

RA_video on Delicious
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The Bookaholics' Guide to Book Blogs

• Is the internet proving to be the arena 
of free speech that it promised?”

• Chapters about why people blog and 
different types of blogs (booksellers, 
publishers, fans, “the literary 
establishment”, writers, etc.) 

Review from The Independent: 
"Unless you're a blog fanatic, this book
is bound to contain something you
didn't know about -- some oddball site
capable of yielding the kind of gem
that'll make you think just as carefully
as anything you'll find in print."

Online review from The Complete Review:

“One weakness, however, is the almost complete
absence of any sites outside the US and UK; the

Canadian Bookninja slips in, but English-language

sites from Australia and New Zealand, India,

Malaysia, etc. are pretty much entirely ignored, not
to mention any foreign-language sites.”

(another) review from The Independent:

"Where it is flawed is in not giving more coverage to
good author- and reader-blogs, dedicating space

instead to more parochial blogs about publishing

and retailing (although the bitchy agent Ms Snark

merits a surf). 
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Alexandra Yarrow, Librarian, Rideau Branch
Ottawa Public Library

Alexandra.Yarrow@BiblioOttawaLibrary.ca
http://delicious.com/alexandrayarrow

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/alexandrayarrow


