USING WIKISPACES

For a quick overview of wikis, watch the video “Wikis in Plain English” at http://www.commoncraft.com/video-wikis-plain-english
Set up an account at http://www.wikispaces.com Make sure you click the link “create your own classroom wiki today” and go to the Wikispaces for Educators page.  Your wiki will then be free, even if private.  Private wikis mean no-one but you and your students can see them.  This avoids problems.

There are 2 HELP pages with very clear instructions.  http://www.wikispaces.com/help+index See esp. the Teachers page here.

http://help.wikispaces.com See “Adding Members”>Creating accounts in bulk.

If you’re really stuck, write to help@wikispaces.com and they will answer you -  usually within 24 hours.  They’re very nice to teachers.

USING WORDPRESS TO BLOG

For a quick overview of blogging, watch the video, “Blogs in Plain English” at http://www.commoncraft.com/blogs   

Set up an account at http://www.wordpress.com   Wordpress has an excellent Support page that you can search at http://support.wordpress.com and now has Wordpress TV  http://wordpress.tv/ 

Your ADMIN page (Dashboard) has everything you need in a line down the left side.  Click the drop-down arrow to see the menu for each heading.  I start at the bottom of the list and go up when setting up a new blog/site.

A few items for teachers to watch:

· Under SETTINGS, click “Discussion”.  Make sure you tick off “Before Comment appears, an administrator must always approve comment.”  This avoids the problem of students publishing inappropriate content before you notice it.  E-mail will be sent to you asking whether you wish to approve or delete a potential comment.

· Under APPEARANCE, click “Extras”.   Do NOT enable Snapshots.  Although it’s nice to see a thumbnail of the site a link points to, the thumbnail also shows you recent searches of your blog.  These searches are likely to be words like “girls”, “sexy”, etc.  Parents want to know why these are appearing on a school blog!    DO enable “Hide related links”, as posts from other blogs may not be appropriate on a school site.

· Click COMMENTS.  If you’re wondering how to edit or delete/approve a comment, place mouse over the comment and you will see the hover menu appear.  “Spam” deletes and marks a comment as advertising.  

· POSTING:
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· EDITING A POST:
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