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Expert PubMed Searching 
 
 

Question Answer 
Reasons to Search 
PubMed 

1) Premier database in the life and health sciences 
 

2) Most current Medline database 
 

Cost Free 
 

How to access http://pubmed.gov 
 

Free Full Text Some free full text: 
1) Bookshelf 

 
2) PMC 

 
PICO Patient 

Intervention 
Comparison Intervention 
Outcome 
 

Ways to Search 1) Novice Discovery Tool or Google style searching 
 

2) Advanced 
Search Tips Boolean Operators 

Limits 
Related Articles  
Review Articles 
 

MeSH Medical Subject Heading 
 

Consumer Health 
Information Available 

Yes - MedlinePlus 

Advanced Search 
Features 

MeSH Database, Subject Tree,  
Subheadings, explode,  
focus, search history and combining sets,  
limits (e.g. English, date range, ages etc.) 
 

Display Formats Summary 
Abstract 
Medline 
 

http://pubmed.gov/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/mesh
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/limits


Import Citations re: 
bibliographic 
management software  

RefWorks 
EndNote 
Reference Manager 
 

Citation Processing 
Options 

Print, Save,  
Email, Send to Clipboard 
 

Save Results & Keep 
Current 

My NCBI 

Journal Title Search Journals Database 
 

Verify a Citation Single Citation Matcher 
 

Clinical Queries 1) Clinical Study Category 
 

2) Systematic Reviews 
 

3) Medical Genetics 
 

PubMed Workbook http://library.queensu.ca/health/education/meds/pubmedfeb2010.pdf  
 
Detailed tutorial created by Sandra Halliday highlighting most of the 
features identified during the presentation. 

Your own question(s)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact: 
 
Sandra Halliday, B.Sc., M.Sc., M.L.I.S. 
Health Sciences Librarian 
Bracken Health Sciences Library, Botterell Hall 
Queen’s University 
Kingston, Ontario 
 
 
Email: halliday@queensu.ca 
Tel.: 613 533-6000 ext. 77568 
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