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What	  are	  Learning	  Disabili0es?	  

In basic terms, learning disabilities (LDs) are 
brain-based difficulties that affect one or more 
ways that a person takes in, stores, recalls or 
uses information.  

LDs are difficulties in processing information 
and they occur in spite of average or higher 
thinking and reasoning abilities.   



LDs	  are	  brain-‐based	  	  
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What	  are	  Learning	  Disabili0es?	  (cont’d)	  

LDs are not caused by environmental factors 
(although such factors can make them worse). 

LDs can interfere with learning basic skills such as 
reading, writing, and math.  They can also interfere 
with higher level skills such as organization, time 
management and social communication skills.  



What	  about	  Dyslexia?	  

The most common form of learning 
disabilities involves difficulties with written 
language – which includes reading, spelling 
and production of writing.   

This is often called dyslexia, or sometimes 
language learning disability.   



LDs	  are	  Print	  Disabili0es	  	  

Anyone who has difficulty reading ordinary print 
due to a: 
• visual disability,  
• physical disability and/or  
• learning disability or other disability related to 
comprehension, 
can access copyrighted materials in alternate 
formats, in accordance with the definition of 
perceptual disability provided in Section 32 of 
the Canadian Copyright Act,  



“perceptual disability” means a disability that prevents
 or inhibits a person from reading or hearing a literary,
 musical, dramatic or artistic work in its original format,
 and includes such a disability resulting from 
• (a) severe or total impairment of sight or hearing or the
 inability to focus or move one’s eyes, 
• (b) the inability to hold or manipulate a book, or 
• (c) an impairment relating to comprehension; 

Section 32 of the Canadian Copyright Act 



How	  can	  people	  with	  LDs	  access	  alternate	  formats?	  	  

CNIB	  Library	  Partners	  Program	  

The Partners Program offers access to the CNIB Library’s
 collection of books in alternate format to eligible residents (those
 with perceptual disabilities) of participating provinces in
 partnership with public libraries. Ontario is a participating
 province. 

The program offers books of all kinds for all ages in accessible
 formats including accessible e-books, online at CNIBLibrary.ca,
 or through home or library delivery. 



How	  can	  people	  with	  LDs	  access	  alternate	  formats?	  	  

Alternate	  Educa0on	  Resources	  Ontario	  (AERO)	  	  

AERO loans alternate format materials such as e-text to 
school boards and postsecondary institutions in Ontario, for 
the use of students who have a print disability/impairment 
(perceptual disability). 

Advisors supporting students who are in a provincially funded 
school board or registered in course(s) at Ontario’s colleges 
and universities can order material, but anyone can search 
the online catalogue, http://alternativeresources.ca/  

AERO is located at the W. Ross MacDonald Provincial School 
in Brantford, Ontario. 



How	  can	  people	  with	  LDs	  access	  alternate	  formats?	  	  
Assistive Technologies  

There are assistive technology software programs that 
can be downloaded onto library computers, so that 
library users with print disabilities can have materials 
read to them.  Such text-to-speech programs, which 
highlight the words as they read them aloud, include: 

Browsealoud, www.browsealoud.com/,  
Readspeaker, www.readspeaker.com/ 
Readplease, http://readplease.en.softonic.com/ 



Accessibility	  for	  Ontarians	  with	  Disabili0es	  Act	  (AODA)	  

The AODA Accessibility Standard for Information and 
Communications requires all public libraries, when 
asked, to provide accessible versions of materials in their 
collections where they exist, by January 1, 2013. 

Libraries can use the inter-library system to provide 
users with accessible materials. 

This requirement does not include rare books, special 
collections, archived materials, and donated books and 
other donated materials. 



Accessibility	  for	  Ontarians	  with	  Disabili0es	  Act	  (AODA)	  

The AODA Accessibility Standard for Information 
and Communications requires all libraries of 
educational and training institutions to provide 
accessible or conversion-ready versions of print and 
digital or multimedia resources and materials if they 
are available (print resources and materials by 
January 1, 2015 and digital or multimedia resources 
or materials by January 1, 2020).  

This requirement does not include rare books, special 
collections, archived materials, and donated books 
and other donated materials. 


