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Archives Stereotypes 

“Blok – an ageless creature, stooped and dusty with a bunch of 

keys on his belt…”   

- Robert Harris, �Archangel, 1998 



Form Strong Partnerships 





Letter Writing Campaign 



Letter Writing Campaign 



You got them. Now what? 



What is an Archive? 



What are archives? 
• A repository for the records of enduring value 

for a specific organization, people or area 



What is a Special Collection? 
• An artificially created collection of materials 

based on a specific subject matter or the 
intrinsic nature of the items 



What do archivists do? 

We turn this… Into this… 



Where can records be found? 



The Internet 



The Internet 

• Portals: 

 - Archives Canada - CAIN 

 

• Dedicated Sites 

 - L.M. Montgomery – U of Guelph 

 - Dr. Seuss Collection – U of California 

 

• Full projects: 

 - Historical Perspectives on Canadian Publishing 

http://www.archivescanada.ca/english/index.html
http://www.archivescanada.ca/english/index.html
http://www.archivescanada.ca/english/index.html
http://www.archivescanada.ca/english/index.html
http://www.lmmrc.ca/
http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/mscl/collections/the-dr-seuss-collection.html
http://hpcanpub.mcmaster.ca/
http://hpcanpub.mcmaster.ca/


Warning!! 

Not everything is online 
  



We cannot scan them all 



The uniqueness of each book 



Before Visiting an Archive 

• Have a clear idea what you want to see 

• Call ahead and make an appointment 

 

 

The Lone Arranger 



Finding Aids and Catalogues 



The Basic Rules 



Brock’s Archives & Special Collections 



What can you find in the records 

It is not always obvious what a collection 
contains.  You must be an investigator. 

 

 



What can you find in the records 

World events from the eyes of a 19 year old 
girl in St. Catharines 

 

 

 

 



Rare and Unique Items 



Or something amazing 
 

 

 

 



1. You cannot find these records 
anywhere else 



2. Chances are there is something that 
you can use 



3. Everyone is welcome 



I love it when a plan comes together 



Questions? 



Sources 
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