
Inquiry and Literacy: Using Living 
Things as Inspiration 

Aileen Allore 
Nancy Brockelbank 

Beverly Vinski 





 

It's a good thing to 
learn more about 
nature in order to 
share this 
knowledge with 
children; it's even 
better if the adult 
and child learn 
about nature 
together. And it's a 
lot more fun.”  
 
 

― Richard Louv, “Last Child in the 
Woods: Saving Our Children from 
Nature-Deficit Disorder” 
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 “The woods were 
my Ritalin. 
Nature calmed 
me, focused me, 
and yet excited 
my senses.”  

 
Richard Louv, “Last Child in the 

Woods: Saving Our Children 
from Nature-Deficit Disorder” 
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Noticing the Need 

• Outdoor education  

• Getting dirty 

• Fear of nature/sense of being apart from 
nature and not a part of nature 

• Lack of experiences with pets at home and 
 at school 

 



“…a sense of wonder so indestructible that it 
would last throughout life ….”  

 
― Rachel Carson,  “The Sense of Wonder” 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15332.Rachel_Carson
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2339969
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2339969
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2339969
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2339969


What is “Inquiry”? 



OSLA Inquiry Wheel 



Ontario Science Curriculum 





PDSB  Scales of Scientific Inquiry 2007 



Living Things: Inquiry in the 
Library 

 

How we got started... 



The Process 

•Set up a small aquarium in the library 
with the meal worms inside 
•Put up chart papers titled “What I 
Wonder” and “What I Observe” 
•Place pencils and sticky notes nearby, 
and have students create signs around 
the library to invite students to 
participate 









The Process 

•Students in Nancy’s class 
sorted the questions to 
determine the inquiry 
processes that could be used 
to find answers... 





•Questions about lifecycle 
•Questions about dead or   alive 
•Questions about sleeping 
•Questions about how they live 
•Questions about moving 
•Questions about what they are 
•Questions about habitats 

Student 
generated 
categories… 





The Process 

•Set up an 
experiment 
for one of the 
questions. 

•Posted new 
charts titled, 
“Hypothesis”. 

 



 Students made 
predictions for 

about a week, by 
placing sticky 
notes on the 

charts. 

 







• Experimented, 
with students 

making the 
observations 

whenever they 
come into the 

library 

•Students 
analyzed the 
results and 
reached a 
conclusion 



Students sorted and analyzed the 
data to arrive at a conclusion. 



…and the 
process 

continued
… 





And it continued... 

•Further experiments ran using 
the same process 

•Other creatures that year were 
praying mantis and butterflies to 
compare metamorphosis 



Owl pellets in the science corner 



What could work for you? 

…a library club? 



Partners in Action  
with classroom teachers 

“I Wonder/Je me demande...” chart 



Student with a snail 



Inquiry Centres in classrooms 



Curricular Connections 



Classroom dramatic activity 



Classroom literacy centre, snail-
inspired! 



Math manipulatives? Sorting table? 
Story or drama starter?  



Story re-tell, with puppets 



…Porta Pets  
ready to go in the science corner… 



The science team moves the creatures, 
and also introduces them to the class. 



Hermit crabs… 



Water crabs… 



Forest floor, with salamanders as 
temporary visitors 



Cornflake the Cornsnake… 

Fire Bellied Toads… 



Brisdale Science Edublog… 



There are many opportunities for students 
to write and draw using the materials 
stored on the carts. 









…inter-school 
inquiry and 

blogging 
 



Garden snails and habitats ready to go 













Thank you! 
We hope you are inspired to 
bring living things into your 

library… 
 

Any questions? 



Feel free to contact us  

Aileen.Allore@peelsb.com 

Nancy.Brockelbank@peelsb.com 

Beverly.Vinski@peelsb.com 

 

mailto:Aileen.Allore@peelsb.com
mailto:Nancy.Brockelbank@peelsb.com
mailto:Beverly.Vinski@peelsb.com

