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Battle of the Books

From Cooperation to Competition

All things are better with a  little friendly 

competition!  

Grade 3, 4 and 5 students have read, talked and 

blogged together. 

Only competing is left to make a complete 

experience in  The Forest of Reading. 

 

Welcome! 
 
It is a sign of the growth of The Forest 
of Reading that so many of you have 
come out on a Saturday morning to 
participate in another facet of this 
wonderful reading program. 
 
I am trying to create a well-rounded 
program in my library that involves 
reading and opportunities to read 
“great Canadian stories for great 
Canadian kids!”   
 
In our Forest of Reading program, 
students will have the opportunity to 
read independently, talk about what 
they have read in a meaningful forum 
and then demonstrate their knowledge 
in a public situation, which is both 
educational and great fun. 
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Battle of the Books

How to get started?

How to use technology?

Choosing their favourite book?

Competing in the 

Battle of the Books!

 

 

Seven Steps to having a Battle 
of the Books 

  
• Sign up as a Forest of 

Reading member 
 

• Introduce the blog/wiki 
and sign students in 

 
• Read! 

 
• Create some questions. 

 
• Vote for their favourite 



 
•  Create some teams 

 
•  Compete! 
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Battle of the Books

 

 
I walk around to all the Grade 3, 4 and 
5 classes and do book talks about the 
new Silver Birch books. 
 
Students are encouraged to participate 
in Silver Birch reading but membership 
is voluntary.  The commitment lasts 
about 4-5 months and includes as many 
hours as being on a sports team.   
If a student reads 10 books, the 
commitment is about 40 hours. 
 
If students do no more than read the 
books, and do not participate in the 
wiki or the competition, they are still 
entitled to be part of the Forest voting.  
And they are rewarded, as  our school 
does, for participating in a reading 
program.  Our school issues Winnits 
stickers in June as recognition of their 
hard work and commitment. 
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Set up a Blog/Wiki

Battle of the Books

 

For the last several years, I have  invited 
Forest of Reading students to 
participate in a wiki.  Wiki means 
“quick” as in wikipedia. 
 
I looked for something when I first 
started Forest of Reading, so that 
readers would have an opportunity to 
talk about what they have read, 
without me having to read and mark 
book reports.  Being paperless was 
important. 
 
I first began wikis in a middle school, 
about 7 years ago.  Online 
communication from the schools was 
just coming more accessible, and 
students were eager to be online with 
their classmates.  I set up parameters, 
such as restricting conversation to the 
books, and in 7 years, I only uninvited 
one student.  When I worked in an FI 
school, a French teacher worked with 
me so students could participate with 
Le Prix Tamarack in their language of 
instruction. 
 
Using the wiki with elementary 
students has other rewards and 
cautions.  Internet safety is always an 
issue, and with the wiki I use, students 
must be invited to participate.  Parents 
supply an email address, although the 
site can provide addresses as well. I can 
specify if I want them to be a writer, a 
reader or an administrator.  Writer is 
the usual level students are invited to.  
I get a notice after every post, and I 
read every post.  Much of the time, I 
respond if only to direct and deepen 
the conversation. 
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This is the main page of my wiki.  It is 
an introduction to the wiki and the 
books.  The book annotations and logos 
are shamelessly purloined from the 
OLA password protected sites.  And the 
site is remarkably similar year to year, 
with the exception of the books.  
 
Setting up can be a lot of work, so use 
all assists that are available. 
 
I use pbworks.com.   
It is free for educators, although the 
options can be limited. 
I use images and colours to make it 
attractive. 
 
Students sign up, using a permission 
form signed by a parent and an email 
address. 
 
Students are able to create their own 
avatar to go with their name.  There is 
not much space, so photos will not 
upload.  But students are warned to 
use neutral images to protect their 
privacy. 
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This is an example of a conversation 
starting out on the wiki.   
 
Our principal, Ms. Roper, was invited to 
participate.  It is a good idea to keep 
the administration in the loop.  That 
way she can also support you with any 
parents who are unsure about this 
process. 
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I enlist as many staff members as I can 
to read and summarize for me.   
 
Mrs. Saavedra is the digital literacy 
teacher and shares the reading.  So 
does the ISSP teacher and an interested 
Grade 5 teacher.  Otherwise the reading 
can be overwhelming! 
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Read!

Battle of the Books

 

One of the challenges of Silver Birch is 
to keep the books circulating so that 
everyone gets the ones they need to 
complete their reading list. 
 
I try to make clear that they should not 
be left in desks or backpacks.  
 They should be read and returned so 
that they (and their classmates) can 
read them too. 
 
This is an example of cooperation in 
sharing the books.   
 
This is not an area of competition! 
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Voting for their Favourite Silver Birch Books

 

 
Voting is usually near the end of April, 
which gives students about 4-5 months 
to read the required 10 books. Then it 
is voting time! 
 
I give students ballots downloaded 
from the OLA website.  Students can 
vote more than once, for example, if 
they read Fiction and Non-fiction 
books.   
 
I am trying to simulate a municipal, 
provincial or federal voting situation as 
closely as possible by crossing their 
names off on a class list, providing their 
ballots and giving them a secret place 
in which to vote.  The ballots are then 
deposited in a sealed box.   
 
These materials were acquired from 
Elections Canada after the last federal 
election.  I store them flat  in my office 
for this occasion.   
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I create the questions throughout the 
year, as I read the books.  I keep a 
running list on my computer which I 
add to as I read.  The wiki sometimes 
lends itself to questions, as I read what 
the students are interested in and 
about their conversation. 
 
My colleagues are encouraged to read 
and create questions as well, and I add 
them to my list. 
 
Avoid waiting until the last minute to 
create the questions.  For Silver Birch, 
Fiction and Non-fiction and Silver Birch 
Express that includes 30 books which 
will need to be read and relevant 



details picked out on which to quiz the 
readers. 
 
I use the highlighter feature extensively 
to organize the questions and answers 
on the  collection sheet.  This allows me 
to ensure I use all the relevant 
questions  and avoid repeating myself.  
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My way of organizing 
all this information.

Battle of the Books

 

 
As I create the questions and the 
answers, I highlight what I have used.   
 
This keeps me organized and reduces 
the chances for repetition. 
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When it comes time for Battle of the 
Books, sign up sheets are posted for 
students to create teams to play the big 
game. 
 
Sign up was not without its drama.  
Some students dropped out, some had 
conflict with their teams and the make 
up changed until very close to the time  
of the Battle of the Books.  
This is a learning process too, as they 
choose their teammates for a positive 
experience.  They are looking for 
someone who: 
 



:has read as many of the books as 
possible  
:knows the stories or the non-fiction 
books 
:wants to compete  
 
In my school, there was a run-off for 
students to determine who would be in 
the final Battle of the Books.  This took 
place at lunch time, when students 
would compete to get into the final 
Battle of the Books. 
There were only one or two run-offs as 
only a small number signed up.  But 
there were at least two teams for each 
category – Silver Birch Express, Silver 
Birch Fiction and Silver Birch Non-
Fiction. I expect a bigger response this 
year, as the students playing this year 
were in the audience last year and are 
expecting to play. 
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Step Four - The Teams

 

 
There is very little wrong with the self-
esteem of these students!   
 
Students were instructed to make 
teams of 4 with an alternate.  They 
chose the people they would like to 
compete with, and decided if they 
would do Silver Birch Express or Silver 
Birch Fiction and Non-Fiction 
competitions. 
 
They can be boys or girls, from one 
class or from several. 
 
 
 



Slide 14 

The Teams

 

 
On competition day, teams were 
encouraged to wear one colour to 
identify them as a team.  Some chose 
pink, blue, black . . . Whatever they 
liked.  They also picked names for 
themselves, which we used to call the 
team during the competition. 
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Battle of the Books

 

 
These are the best $ 20 I ever spent! 
 
From Scholastic, these two sets of 
buzzers allow two teams to participate 
at the same time.  The four sounds are 
quite distinctive, allowing the judge to 
know definitively who has chimed in 
first.   
 
I have used them for other competitive 
opportunities in the library, such as a 
Dewey Decimal scavenger hunt. 
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The students were very  motivated with 
the buzzers.  
 
It did help to organize the team that 
answered first, as it was not only a 
visual clue but an auditory clue. 
 
It also interested the audience, who 
enjoyed this as part of the competitive 
arena. 
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Enlist help!

 

 
I enlisted several colleagues to help 
make the Battle of the Books a success. 
 
One colleague, who had done much of 
the reading and responding on the wiki, 
also volunteered to be the judge.  She 
had the questions, and more 
importantly, the answers.  And she was 
charged with being the last word on 
whether an answer met the criteria. 
Initially, she was established as Queen 
of the Answers, and sat in the requisite 
throne. 
 
A second colleague volunteered to run 
the computer with the questions.  She 
and I worked out a system of nods as to 
when she would change the slide. 
This freed me to interact with the 
teams and also with the audience. 
 
Another colleague took these 
photographs and put them on the TV 
monitor in the front hall of the school 
so that parents, students and visitors 
could share in the experience. 
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The next three slides are examples of 
what the students saw on the screen as 
the competition progressed. 
 
Because the books change every year, 
the power point, questions and reading 
must change every year as well.  This 
can be a daunting job, and best broken 
into small tasks that can be done ahead 
of time. 
 
However, after the first year, (as long as 
you don’t misplace the USB key!) there 
is a template for you to use for the 
second year.  Again, the covers were 



downloaded from the OLA site, for 
which I have a password.   
 
And, if you are happy with this, you can 
enter into a contest on the Forest of 
Reading site to win free books. (I didn’t 
win – I entered my Blue Spruce bingo 
instead. ) 
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There are two identical slides – one has 
the question and the second has the 
answer.   
 
You will see a demonstration of this 
when we play Superconference 
Jeopardy later on. 
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In the final competition, the questions 
were displayed by LCD projector onto 
the large screen at the front of the gym.  
The players could see it, as well as the 
audience.   
 
We did caution the audience NOT to 
shout out the answers if they knew 
them! 
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Battle of the Books

 

 
Let the games begin! 
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Slide 25 
Battle of the Books
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I was pleased to have boys and girls 
compete and read in this program.  
Research shows that it is around Grade 
3,4 or 5 when boys start to lose interest 
in reading for pleasure. 
 
I hope that inserting a competitive 
aspect to the reading program will help 
the boys stay focused on reading and 
continue to do so as a lifelong skill. It 
doesn’t hurt that the books are very 
balanced to be of interest to boys and 
girls, and that graphic novels have been 
included in the Forest of Reading, as 
they are also a favourite of the boys 



and girls. 
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Battle of the Books
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Finally, victory! 
 
Unfortunately, there have to be winners 
and losers.   
 
Winners were awarded the significant 
prize of a small trophy/pencil 
sharpener, bought in bulk at the 
Scholastic Sale in the spring. 
Although, one of the students said that 
her brother still has his on a shelf to 
remind him of when he won Battle of 
the Books. 
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Who knows a little about 

a number of things but 

readers!

Are you ready for a  little 

competition?

OLA Battle of the Books

 

 
Arrange yourselves in groups? 
-choose 8 volunteers? 
-have alternates? 
-enlist a scorekeeper 
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Silver Birch

Trivia Who Said It?

Your

Reading Style

Library

Acronyms

Dewey 

Decimal

$100 $100 $100 $100 $100

$200 $200 $200 $200 $200

$300 $300 $300 $300 $300

$400 $400 $400 $400 $400

$500 $500 $500 $500 $500

 

 
I set this up with the assistance of a 
very young person’s video on YouTube. 
 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXAFu67
0BYg) 
 
I especially liked the use of hyperlinks 
to reduce the need to click and to keep 
track of what questions we have 
played.  I still have not figured out how 
to keep score like Alex Trebek, so we 
will have a scorekeeper for our game. 
 
The topics for this game are mine, 
something I thought everyone would 
know and some topics adults might be 
interested. 
 
In Silver Birch Jeopardy, I do use Silver 
Birch trivia as one category, as I talk 
about how they are connected to the 
larger world by being part of this 
program.  The other categories usually 
involved the books, with questions on 
characters, setting, events, plot, and 
interesting details.  I try not to use 
anything too obscure, as I am writing 
for young people.  I try to keep the 
questions about things they would be 



interested in, too. 
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Silver Birch Trivia

How many students are involved  

in Silver Birch?

across Ontario?
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Silver Birch Trivia

 More than 250,000 students including 

some new participants 

in the Caribbean!
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Silver Birch Trivia

Silver Birch books are chosen by 

teachers, teacher-librarians and  

booksellers.  

From what country must all the books 

be?
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Silver Birch Trivia

Answer:  Canada
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Silver Birch Trivia

What is the minimum number of books you 

must read in order to vote for your 

favourite?
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Silver Birch Trivia

 It is five.

But most of us who run the

program would prefer they

read all ten!
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Silver Birch Trivia

Which author was nominated three times 

last year for the Forest of Reading?  

 (Hint:  He has a new book 

as a Silver Birch contender.)
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Silver Birch Trivia

Answer: 

Author, broadcaster and artist Kevin Sylvester 

for 

Neil Flambe
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Silver Birch Trivia

What is the all time best selling childrens’ 

book?
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Silver  Birch Trivia

 Answer:  The Poky Little Puppy (1942) 

which sold 14,898,341 copies.
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Who Said It?

“There is no enjoyment like reading.”
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Who Said It?

 Jane Austen
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Who Said It?

 “If I’d waited until I was well-rested, I never 

would have read anything!”

 

 

Slide 47 Superconference Jeopardy

Who Said It?

Mary Anne Schwalbe, the author’s mother 

in 

The End of Your Life Book Club

by Will Schwalbe
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Who Said It?

 “If  you’re 50 or younger, give every book 

50 pages before you decide to commit 

yourself to reading (a book) or give it up.”
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Who Said It?

Answer:  Nancy  Pearl 

from Booklust
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Who Said It?

 “If parents simply read for pleasure at home, 

on their own, their children were more 

likely to enjoy reading too.” 
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Who Said It?

Parent involvement in their children’s 

education in The Smartest Kids in the World 

by

Amanda Ripley, 2013. 
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Who Said It?

“Life is a Book and there are 

a thousand pages I have 

not yet read.”
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Who Said It?

From Clockwork Princess 

by Cassandra Clare.

This is the most shared quote on 
Goodreads!
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What is Your Reading Style?

Are you a 

Librocubicularist?
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What is Your Reading Style?

Answer:  Someone who reads in bed!

 (Sigh!)
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What is Your Reading Style?

Are you a Swagmaster?
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What is Your Reading Style?

Answer:  When faced with a pile of library 

books, virtual or ebooks,  which are about 

to be due, you can devour all of them within 

a week.

Reading first, everything else, second!
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What is Your Reading Style?

Are you a Book Buster?
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What is Your Reading Style?

Answer: Your home is strewn with books, 

some of them with the pages turned and the 

covers folded over?
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What is Your Reading Style?

Are you a fictionista?
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What is Your Reading Style?

 Someone who only reads novels 

and short stories.
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What is Your Reading Style?

Are you a Collector?
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What is Your Reading Style?

Someone who has books on every 

surface and every subject.
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Library Acronyms

OLA
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Library Acronyms

Ontario Library Association
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Library Acronyms

ALA
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Library Acronyms

American Library Association
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Library Acronyms

MARC

(This is 

how it 

makes me 

feel!)
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Library Acronyms

MAchine Readable Cataloguing   
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Library Acronyms

 SB, BS, RM. . . 
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Library Acronyms

 Silver Birch, Blue Spruce, Red Maple. . .
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Library Acronyms

OALT/ABO
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Library Acronyms

Ontario Association of Library 

Technicians/Association des 

Bibliotechniciens de l’Ontario
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Dewey Decimals

What would you find at this number?

819.1 Lee
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Dewey Decimals

Garbage Delight

 

 

Slide 76 Superconference Jeopardy

Dewey Decimals

What would you find at this number?

940.5318 Fra
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Dewey Decimals

 Anne Frank:  

Diary of a Young Girl

 

 



Slide 78 Superconference Jeopardy

Dewey Decimals

What would you find at this number, you 

being higher, faster and stronger!

796.935
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Dewey Decimals

Books on 

Olympic Sports

Go Canada!  
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Dewey Decimals

What would you find at this number 

(and there’s no Shel Silverstein to save you!)

597.96
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Dewey Decimals

Books about Boa Constrictors
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Dewey Decimals

What would you find at this number? 

(Yawn!!)

398.20943
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Dewey Decimals

 Sleeping Beauty
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Many thanks for being a great audience.  

And remember to. . . 

Battle of the Books
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