
The Dewey Divas and Dudes Present: 
 

Middle Grade 
Readers 101 

 
The Dewey Divas and Dudes are: 
Saffron Beckwith, Ampersand Inc 

Andrea Colquhoun, Penguin Random House 
Laureen Cusack, Thomas Allen and Son 

Tim Gain, Canadian Manda Group 
Janet Murie, Scholastic Canada 

Rosalyn Steele, HarperCollins Canada 
Margot Stokreef, Martin & Associates 

Lahring Tribe, Penguin Random House 
 
 

Check out our blog for ongoing book recommendations, 
book lists and rep adventures:  

www.DeweyDivas.blogspot.com 
 

 @DeweyDivas     Dewey Divas   Dewey Divas 

http://www.deweydivas.blogspot.com/�
http://twitter.com/deweydivas�
http://www.facebook.com/pages/dewey-divas/180464625313482�
http://pinterest.com/deweydivasdudes/�


  Questions: Please contact me at saffronb@ampersandinc.ca 

Spring 2015 Dewey Diva Picks 
Ampersand – Saffron Beckwith 

 
Books for Middle-Grade Readers 

 

Button Hill by Michael Bradford  – Orca – 9781459807556 – TP – $9.95 – Juvenile Fiction – 264 
pp. – April 2015 
Dekker isn’t happy that he and his little sister, Riley, are stuck in Button Hill with their weird old great-
aunt Primrose. When he discovers an old clock in the cellar, made entirely of bones and with a skull for a 
face, he doesn’t think much about it. But when Riley goes missing, a strange boy named Cobb appears in 
Button Hill. He tells Dekker that Button Hill sits on the border between Nightside and Dayside—and that 
Riley is in Nightside and may never return. In order to save her, Dekker must follow her into the darkness 
and sacrifice something he thought he couldn’t live without. 

 
Lost in the Backyard by Alison Hughes  – Orca – 9781459807945 – TP – $9.95 – Juvenile Fiction 
– 144 pp. – April 2015  
Flynn hates the outdoors. Always has. He barely pays attention in his Outdoor Ed class. He has no interest 
in doing a book report on Lost in the Barrens. He doesn’t understand why anybody would want to go 
hiking or camping. But when he gets lost in the wilderness behind his parents’ friends’ house, it’s 
surprising what he remembers—insulate your clothes with leaves, eat snow to stay hydrated, build a 
shelter, eat lichen—and how hopelessly inept he is at survival techniques. 
 
Saving Crazy by Karen Hood-Caddy  – Dundurn – 9781459730267 – TP – $12.99 – Juvenile 
Fiction – 224 pp. – May 2015 
When Robin and Zo-Zo discover that their beloved lake has become a toxic sludge — the result of an 
algae bloom — they know they have to do something to fix it. But trouble begins when the two friends 
develop a crush on the same boy during a community meeting to save the lake. To help repair things 
between the girls, Robin's grandmother, Griff, suggests a high-seas adventure with a whale-saving old 
friend of hers. Out on the open water Robin must decide what's more important: a relationship with a boy 
or saving the animals she loves. 

 
Connecting Dots by Sharon Jennings  – Second Story Press – 9781927583623 – TP – $9.95 – 
Juvenile Fiction – 192 pp. – March 2015 
After years of being passed around to various relatives, Cassandra Jovanovich has found a home where 
she feels she belongs. All she wants to do is forget her past and pursue her dream of becoming an actress. 
But her new friend, Leanna Mets, "the most annoying person she has ever met," wants to know how 
Cassandra became an orphan, and encourages her to write her story. Cassandra’s memories reveal how the 
death of her grandmother and the cruelty of the other adults in her life turned her into the distrustful, 
secretive twelve-year-old she is. But with friendship and the courage to continue her dream of acting, 
Cassandra might find a way to connect the dots in her life back together. 

 
The Ghastly McNastys: The Lost Treasure of Little Snoring by Lyn Gardner – Kids Can Press – 
9781771381284 – HC – $16.95 – Juvenile Fiction – 144 pp. – April 2015 
The McNasty pirate twins, Captain Gruesome and his brother, Captain Grisly, are determined to get their 
grubby hands on the treasure buried in the sleepy seaside village of Little Snoring. But the McNastys 
discover that two clever young friends, Tat and Hetty, are equally determined to find the treasure, and 
soon they are all embroiled in a rollicking test of wits to see which pair will prevail. With its over-the-top 
pirate antics and nonstop gross-out humor, this hysterical chapter book from author Lyn Gardner hits the 
spot for early readers. 
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The Ghost and Max Monroe Case #2: The Missing Zucchini by L.M. Falcone  – Kids Can Press – 
9781771381543 – HC – $12.95 – Juvenile Fiction – 96 pp. – April 2015 
Zeeta and Zelda Zamboni are beside themselves when they call the Monroe Detective Agency. "Our most 
prized possession has been stolen!" the sisters announce. "Will you help us? Please?" Max agrees to help 
them find their missing possession, and then he finds out what it is: a two-hundred-pound zucchini! 
Looking for a zucchini is "sure to be duller than dirt," Max thinks. However, once he and Uncle Larry 
(the ghost) start digging around for clues, they discover this new case is actually full of interesting 
possibilities.  

 
Jasper John Dooley: You’re In Trouble by Caroline Adderson  – Kids Can Press – 
9781554538089 – HC – $16.95 – Juvenile Fiction – 124 pp. – March 2015 
After soccer practice, Jasper accidentally chooses the wrong drink from the vending machine. It's fizzy 
and syrupy and tastes so so good, but Jasper knows it's so so Bad. He sneaks some sips on the way home, 
then hides it in the fridge. For the rest of the week, Jasper can't stop himself from sneaking sips of the Bad 
drink and doing more and more Bad things. He bends the rules at soccer, gets his best friend in trouble at 
school and lands himself in a Very Embarrassing situation. Will Jasper's secret drink be discovered? Will 
he be Bad for the rest of his life? 
 
DK Adventures: LEGO Star Wars Into Battle by Dorling Kindersley – DK Canada – 9781465435347 
– TP – $6.99 – Juvenile Fiction – 128 pp. – July 2015 
The biggest and most important battles in LEGO galactic history come to life in this all-new DK 
Adventures title. Young readers will join the generals, soldiers, Jedi, and rebels on their missions, and 
discover the traps and betrayals of the mysterious Sith, their droid armies and hired bounty hunters. 
 
 
The Meaning of Maggie by Megan Jean Sovern – Chronicle – 9781452128764 – TP – $8.50 – 
Juvenile Fiction – 232 pp. – May 2015 
As befits a future President of the United States of America, Maggie Mayfield has decided to write a 
memoir of the past year of her life. And what a banner year it's been! During this period, she's Student of 
the Month on a regular basis, an official shareholder in Coca-Cola stock, and defending Science Fair 
champion. Most importantly, though, this is the year Maggie has to pull up her bootstraps (the family 
motto) and finally learn why her cool dude dad is in a wheelchair, no matter how scary that is. 



Dewey Diva OLA Middle Grade 2014/2015 
Andrea Colquhoun – Penguin Random House (Penguin Division) 

Contact me at andrea.colquhoun@ca.penguingroup.com  or at 416 884 3314 
 

Apocalypse Bow Wow by James Proimos III – Bloomsbury – 978-1-61963-219-6 – 
Hardcover - $15.95 – Graphic Fiction – 215 pages – January 2015 – Ages 8 to 12 
The end has come.  The world is in shambles.  Everyone is gone… except for the dogs!  Meet 
Brownie and Apollo, two dogs living in bliss with their people.  But when their people are MIA, 
they decide to set out into the wide world, where they discover all the other pets and stray 
animals who have been left behind.   
 
 
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt – Nancy Paulson Books – 978-0-399-16259-6 – 
Hardcover - $18.99 – Fiction – 270 pages – February 2015 – Ages 10 and up 
Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people.  Every time she lands in a new school, 
she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is 
afraid to ask for help, after all, how can you cure dumb?  However, her newest teacher, Mr. 
Daniels, sees the bright, creative kid underneath the troublemaker. 
 
The Glass Sentence by S.E. Grove – Viking – 978-0-670-078502-5 – Hardcover - $19.00 – 
Fiction – 512 pages – June 2014 – Ages 10 and up  
Boston, 1891. Sophia Tims comes from a family of explorers and cartologers who, for 
generations, have been traveling and mapping the New World—a world changed by the Great 
Disruption of 1799, when all the continents were flung into different time periods. When her 
Uncle Shadrack is kidnapped, Sophia, is the only one who can search for him. Together with 
Theo, a refugee from the West, they  encounter  pirates and traders, and she relies on a 
combination of Shadrack’s maps, common sense, and her own slantwise powers of observation.  
 
The Nethergrim by Matthew Jobin – Philomel – 978-0-399-15998-5 – Hardcover - $19.00 – 
Fiction – 368 pages – April 2014 – Ages 10 and up  
Everyone in Moorvale believes the legend: The brave knight Tristan and the famed wizard 
Vithric, in an epic battle decades ago, had defeated the evil Nethergrim and his minions. Yet 
now something dark has crept over the village. First animals disappear, their only remains a pile 
of bones licked clean. Then something worse: children disappear. The whispers begin quietly yet 
soon turn into a shout: The Nethergrim has returned! 
 
Atlantis In Peril #2 by T.A. Barron – Philomel Books – 9780-399-16804-8 - Hardcover - 
$19.99 – Fiction – 254 pages - May 2015 - Ages 10 and up 
Atlantis Rising – 978-0-14-751221-5 – Trade – $9.99 –September 2014  
In Atlantis Rising, Promi and Atlanta saved their homeland by transforming it into the magical 
island of Atlantis.  They had hoped that would keep it out of the clutches of the evil spirit 
warlord Narkazan.  But Narkazan has returned, more determined than ever to conquer the spirit 
realm and Atlantis as well. 

 
Mars Evacuees by Sophia McDougall – Puffin Canada – 978-0-670-06775-6 – Hardcover - 
$19.99 – Fiction – 304 pages – February 2015 – Ages 8 to 12 
In a not so distant future, Earth is at war with aliens.  Suddenly twelve year old Alice Dare 
learns that she’s being taken out of the Muckling Abbot School for Girls and sent to Mars.   
Until you have been chased by aliens, befriended a robot goldfish, and tried to save the galaxy, 
you can’t say that you’ve really lived! 
 

 

mailto:andrea.colquhoun@ca.penguingroup.com


Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson – Dial Books – 978-0-8037-4016-7 – Original Trade - 
$13.99 – Graphic Fiction – 240 pages – March 2015 – Ages 9 and up 
In her graphic novel debut, real life Derby Girl has created an inspiring coming of age story 
about friendship, perseverance , and above all, girl power.  A novel about surviving junior high 
through the power of roller derby. 
 
 
 
Random Acts by Valerie Sherrard – Puffin Canada – 978-0-14-319104-9 – Original Trade - 
$14.99 – Fiction – 264 pages – March 2015 – Ages 10 and up 
In the haze of a food induced stupor, Zoey and her best friends, bean and Jenna, make a pledge 
to begin performing random acts of kindness – anonymously.  Their previous track record for 
altruism is pretty much a flat line, so anything they do to help others is bound to be an 
improvement…..Or is it? 
 

 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer – Dial 
Books – 978-0-8037-4080-8 – Hardcover - $18.99 – Non Fiction – 304 pages – February 
2015 – Ages 10 and up  
When a devastating famine struck William’s tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all the 
season’s crops, leaving them with nothing.  Forced to drop out of school, William began to 
explore the science books in his village library.  There he came up with the idea to make a 
windmill to bring electricity to his home and help his family pump the water needed to farm the 

land. 
Waiting for Unicorns by Beth Hautala – Philomel Books – 978-0-525-42631-8 – Hardcover 
- $18.99 – Fiction – 238 pages – January 2015 – Ages 8 to 12  
When Talia mother dies, she is forced to travel with her emotionally and physically distant 
whale-researcher father to the Artic for the summer.  Like her jar of wishes, Talia feels bottled 
up and torn.  Everything about life in Churchill feels foreign, including Sura, the Inuit woman 
whom Talia must live with.  But when Sura exposes her to the tradition of storytelling, she 
unlocks something within Talia that has long since been buried, her ability to hope, to believe 

again in making wishes come true.   
 
The   Dark Wild by Piers Torday – Viking – 978-0-670-01555-9 – Hardcover - $18.99 – 
Fiction – 340 pages – January 2015 – Ages 8 to 12 
The Last Wild – 978-0-14-750965-9 - $9.99 – January 2015 
Kester Jaynes saved his Wild – animals almost destroyed by the re-ey virus and the Facto 
corporation.  But there are other animals, living far underground, who want to get revenge on 
humans.  They are the Dark Wild.  And Kester is the only one with the power to understand them 
and change their minds….before it’s too late. 
 
Castle Hangnail by Ursula Vernon – Dial Books – 978-0-8037-4129-4 – Hardcover – 18.99 – 
Fiction – 384 pages – April 2015 – Ages 8 to 12  
When Molly shows up on the doorstep of Castle Hangnail to fill the vacancy for a Wicked 
Witch, the castle’s minions are understandably dubious.  After all, she’s 12 years old, rather 
short, and quite polite.  But if the minions don’t find a new Master soon, the castle could be 
decommissioned by the Board of Magic.  And so they agree to give this small Wicked Witch a 
chance.   



Thomas Allen & Son – Laureen Cusack 

ONTARIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION – Thursday, January 29, 2015  

DEWEY DIVA SESSION -- MIDDLE GRADE NOVELS 

 

The Complete Adventures of Johnny Mutton written and illustrated by James Proimos - 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt – 978 0 544 32404 6 – Hardcover - $15.99 – Graphic novel – 160 

pp – October 2014 - Ages 9-12 

This collection of three stories features boy-sheep Johnny Mutton’s classroom adventures and hi-

jinks that will tickle the funny bone from start to finish.  For fans of Captain Underpants. 

 

 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander – Houghton Mifflin Harcourt – 978 0 544 10771 7 – 

Hardcover - $20.99 – 240 pp – March 2014 – Ages 9-12 

Twelve-year-old twin brothers wrestle with the highs and lows of teen and family life on and off 

the basketball court.  This novel is written in verse and interspersed with hip-hop poetry. 

 

 

 

Where I Belong by Mary Downing Hahn - Clarion Books - 978 0 544 23020 0 – Hardcover - 

$20.99 - 208 pp – September 2014 - Ages 9-12 

Sixth-grader Brendan Doyle takes refuge from the bullies at school in his books, drawings and 

daydreaming -- of a fantasy world.  Brendan stumbles upon an old man near his secret tree house 

and believes he is the magical Green Man that will change his life for the better. 

 

 

 

The Tower of the Five Orders: The Shakespeare Mysteries, Book #2 by Dorion Hicks – 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt – 978 0 544 33630 8 – Paperback - $8.99 – 320 pp – October 

2014 – Ages 9 – 12 

Colophon Letterford’s life changed overnight when she uncovered Shakespeare’s lost 

manuscripts.  Now the authenticity of the manuscript is being challenged and the family 

publishing business is in danger.  HC ISBN 978 0 547 83953 0 – Oct 2013.   

Book #1: Secrets of Shakespeare’s Grave HC ISBN 978 0 54784034 5 – Oct 2012 / Paperback ISBN 

978 0 544 0504 1 – Oct 2013 

 

 

How to Catch A Bogle by Catherine Jinks – Houghton Mifflin Harcourt - 978 0 544 33627 8 

– Paperback - $8.99 – 320 pp – December 2014 – Ages 9 -12 

First in a trilogy.  Set in Victorian London, the orphan children of the city start to disappear and 

Alfred the Bogler, a man who catches monsters for a living, with the aid of his ten-year-old 

apprentice, Birdie McAdam are called into action.  

HC ISBN 978 0 544 08708 8 – Oct 2013 

Sequel: A Plague of Bogles HC ISBN 978 0 544 08747 7 – January 2015 

 

 



The Twinning Project by Robert Lipsyte – Houghton Mifflin Harcourt – 978 0 544 22522 0 – 

Paperback - $8.99 – 288 pp – September 2014 – Ages 10-14 

Two twin brothers – separated at birth and by planet – who can communicate telepathically makes 

for an engaging time travel, science fiction tale for reluctant readers.  

HC ISBN 978 0 54764571 1- Oct 2012 

Sequel: The Twin Powers HC ISBN 978 0 547 97335 7 – Oct 2014 

 

Will Sparrow’s Road by Karen Cushman – Houghton Mifflin Harcourt - 978 0 544 33632 2 

– Paperback - $8.99 – 224 pp – November 2014 – Ages 10-14 

Newbery medalist Karen Cushman writes about a young boy, Will Sparrow – a runaway - who 

takes to the highways and market fairs of Elizabethan England seeking a new life. 

HC ISBN 978 0 547 73962 5 – Oct 2012 

 

Twelve Minutes to Midnight: The Penelope Tredwell Mysteries #1 by Christopher Edge – 

Albert Whitman - 978 0 8075 8139 1 – Paperback - $11.99 – 256 pp – March 2015 – Ages 8-

12 

First in a trilogy. Thirteen-year-old Penelope Tredwell is the orphan heiress of Victorian London’s 

bestselling mystery magazine the Penny Dreadful.  Penny is also the writer behind all the spine-

chilling tales but who would believe her.  Penelope hires an aging stage actor to conceal her 

identity, and the pair get caught up in real-life mysteries! 

HC ISBN 978 0 8075 8133 9 – Mar 2014 

Book #2 Shadows of the Silver Screen – HC ISBN 978 0 8075 7319 8 – Sept 2014 / Paperback ISBN 

978 0 8075 7318 1 – Mar 2015 

Book #3 The Black Crow Conspiracy – HC ISBN 978 0 8075 0780 3 – Mar 2015 

 

The Witch’s Boy by Kelly Barnhill - Algonquin - 978 1 61620 351 1 – Hardcover - $21.95 – 

384 pp – September 2014 - Ages 9 and up 

With classic fairy tale elements two young adventurous children from feuding villages are 

thrown together to save their two kingdoms, but can they trust one another long enough to stop 

the war?  This novel has been described as a richly detailed narrative that explores good and 

evil, magic and the power of friendship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



OLA 2015 – Dewey Diva Middle Grade Picks 

Scholastic 

 

 

A Snicker of Magic by Natalie Lloyd  - 978-0-545-55270-7 - HC $18.99 - 320 Pages - 

Fantasy & Magic  - March 2014 - Ages 8-12 

Twelve-year-old Felicity's mom is cursed with a wandering heart. But when she arrives in 

Midnight Gulch, Felicity thinks her luck's about to change. A "word collector," Felicity sees 

words everywhere — shining above strangers, tucked into church eves, and tangled up her 

dog's floppy ears — but Midnight Gulch is the first place she's ever seen the word "home."  

 

A Year in the Life of a Total and Complete Genius by Stacey Matson - 978-1-4431-3317-

3 - HC $14.99 – Middle Grade/Humorous Stories - 272  Pages - September 2014 - Ages 9 

– 12 

Arthur Bean has set two goals for himself: to win the school writing contest and to win the 

heart of his secret crush, Kennedy. Arthur is in turns outrageous, defiant, and unintentionally 

hilarious as we peek over his shoulder at his reading journals, notes from his long-suffering teachers, his 

offbeat articles for the school newspaper — even the emails he sends to writing partner Kennedy.  

 

Hold Fast by Blue Balliett - 978-0-545-29989-3 – PB $7.99 – Middle Grade/Mysteries & 

Detective Stories – 288 Pages – February 2015 – Ages 8 – 12 

With her signature, singular love of language and sense of mystery, Blue Balliett 

weaves a story that takes readers from the cold, snowy Chicago streets to the darkest 

corner of the public library, on an unforgettable hunt for deep truths and a reunited 

family. 
 

 

Loot by Jude Watson  - 978-0-545-46802-2 - HC $18.99 - 272 Pages - Action & 

Adventure - July 2014 - Ages 8 – 12 
On a foggy night in Amsterdam, a man falls from a rooftop to the wet pavement below. It's 

Archibald McQuinn, the notorious cat burglar, and he's dying. As sirens wail in the distance, 

Archie manages to get out two last words to his young son, March: "Find jewels." But March 

learns that his father is not talking about hidden loot. He's talking about Jules, the twin sister 

March never knew he had. Just one good heist, and they'll live the life of riches and freedom that most 

kids only dream about . 

 

Sisters by Raina Telegemaier - 978-0-545-54059-9 - HC $26.99 – Middle Grade/Graphic 

Fiction – 208 Pages– September 2014 – Ages 8 – 12 Also available in paperback 

9780545540605 - $11.99 

Raina can't wait to be a big sister. But once Amara is born, things aren't quite how she 

expected them to be. Amara is cute, but she's also a cranky, grouchy baby, and mostly 

prefers to play by herself. Their relationship doesn't improve much over the years, but when 

a baby brother enters the picture and later, something doesn't seem right between their parents, they 

realize they must figure out how to get along. They are sisters, after all.  

 

 

 



The Book of Bad Things by Dan Poblocki - 978-0-545-64553-9 - HC - $18.99 – Middle 

Grade/Horror – 256 Pages – September 2014 - Ages 10 – 14 

When Cassidy Bean leaves New York to spend the summer upstate, she's disappointed to find 

that Whitechapel is not the quiet, pleasant suburb she remembers. Ursula Chambers has 

passed away under mysterious circumstances. Cassidy listens as rumors spread that Ursula's 

vengeful ghost is stalking the town with a warning from beyond the grave. And when Cassidy 

resolves to uncover the truth behind the strangeness, she learns there are more bad things in the world 

than she ever suspected . . . 

 

 

The Great Greene Heist by Varian Johnson – 978-0-545-52552-7 – HC $18.99 – 240 

pages – Middle Grade Fiction/Action & Adventure – June 2014 – Ages 10 – 14 

Jackson Greene has reformed. No, really he has. He became famous for the Shakedown at 

Shimmering Hills, and everyone still talks about the Blitz at the Fitz . . . But after the disaster 

of the Mid-Day PDA, he swore off scheming and conning for good. Then Keith Sinclair — 

loser of the Blitz — announces he's running for school president. 

 

The Iron Trial: Book 1 of The Magisterium by Holly Black and Cassandra Clare - 978-

0-545-52225-0 – HC – $19.99 – Middle Grade/Fantasy and Magic - 304 Pages– 

September 2014 – Ages 8 – 12 

Most kids would do anything to pass the Iron Trial. Not Callum Hunt. He wants to fail. All 

his life, Call has been warned by his father to stay away from magic. If he succeeds at the 

Iron Trial and is admitted into the Magisterium, he is sure it can only mean bad things for 

him. So he tries his best to do his worst — and fails at failing. Now the Magisterium awaits him.  

 

 

The Last Present by Wendy Mass – 978-0-545-31016-1 – HC  $18.99 – 256 Pages – 

Middle Grade Fiction/Humorous Stories – October 2013 – Ages 8 – 12 

Amanda and Leo have a history with birthdays. Now their friend's little sister, Grace, has 

fallen into a strange frozen state on her birthday, and Amanda and Leo must travel in time in 

order to fix whatever's wrong. As they journey back to each of Grace's birthdays, they start 

seeing all sorts of patterns . . . which raise all sorts of questions.  

 

 

Ultra by David Carroll – 978-1-4431-1918-4 - $7.99 -  PB - Middle Grade Fiction/Sports 

& Recreation Ages 9 – 12 - 192 Pages - September 2013 

Quinn has been called a superhero and a freak of nature. He takes on the second-hardest 

challenge of his life when he enters his first ultramarathon: a grueling 100-mile, 24-hour-

long race that will push him to the very limit of his endurance.  

 

 

 

 

 



  

Fall 2014 & Winter 2015 Favourite Middle Grade Books 
Canadian Manda Group 

 
Courage for Beginners by Karen Harrington- Little Brown Young Readers- 978-0-316-
21048-5- HC- $19.00- Middle Grade Fiction- 304 pp. – August 2014- Ages 8-12 
If twelve-year-old Mysti Murphy’s life were fictional, she'd know how to deal with the fact that 
her best friend has abandoned her. She'd be able to take care of everyone when her dad has to 
spend time in the hospital. And she'd certainly be able to change her family's secret. Seventh grade 
is not turning out the way Mysti had planned. Can she find the courage to change? 

Project Superhero by E. Paul Zehr - ECW Press- 978-1-77041-180-7- HC- $13.95- 
Juvenile Fiction- 224 pp.- September 2014- Ages 8-12 
Join 13-year-old Jessie as she keeps a diary of her class’s yearlong research project on 
superheroes, which culminates in the Superhero Slam: a head-to-head debate battle in front of the 
entire school. It’s shy, comics-obsessed Jessie’s dream come true . . . and worst nightmare. 
Combining science facts, lively illustrations, and comic-book trivia with actual correspondence 
from super humans, Project Superhero is a celebration of the heroes among us and of one girl’s 
super-secret identity: herself. 

The Red Pencil by Andrea Davis Pinkney- Little Brown Young Readers- 978-0-316-24780-1 
HC- $19.00- Middle Grade Fiction- 320 pp. - September 2014- Ages 8-12 
Finally, Amira is twelve and maybe old enough to go to school in Nyala-- Amira's one true dream. 
But life in her peaceful Sudanese village is shattered when the Janjaweed arrive. After she loses 
nearly everything, Amira needs to dig deep within herself to find the strength to make the long 
journey-- on foot-- to safety at a refugee camp. Her days are tough at the camp, until the gift of a 
simple red pencil opens her mind-- and all kinds of possibilities 

 
El Deafo by Cece Bell- Amulet Books- 978-14197-1020-9- HC- $24.95- Graphic Novel- 248 
pp. - September 2014- Ages 8-12 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new 
friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! In 
this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her hearing loss 
at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very powerful—and very 
awkward—hearing aid. 
 
Alistair Grim’s Odditorium by Gregory Funaro- Disney-Hyperion - 978-1-4847-0006-8- HC- 
$17.99- Middle Grade Fiction- 304 pp.- January 2015- Ages 8-12 
Grubb has never known anything beyond his miserable existence as a chimney sweep, paid only in 
insults and abuse by his cruel master. All of that changes the day he stows away in the coach 
belonging to a mysterious guest at the inn that he is tasked with cleaning. Grubb emerges from 
Alistair Grim's trunk and into the wondrous world of the Odditorium, home to countless enchanted 
objects and an eccentric crew that embraces Grubb as one of their own.  
 
The Map to Everywhere by Carrie Ryan & John Parke Davis- Little Brown Young Readers- 
978-0-316-24077-2- HC- $19.00- Middle Grade Fiction- 368 pp.- November 2014- Ages 8-12 
To Master Thief Fin, an orphan from the murky pirate world of the Khaznot Quay, the Map is the 
key to finding his mother. To suburban schoolgirl Marrill, it's her only way home after getting 
stranded on the Pirate Stream, the magical waterway that connects every world in creation. With 
the help of a bumbling wizard and his crew, they must scour the many worlds of the Pirate Stream 
to gather the pieces of the Map to Everywhere--but they aren't the only ones looking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

The Truth About Twinkie Pie by Kat Yeh- Little Brown Young Readers- 978-0-316-23662-1- 
HC- $19.00- Middle Grade Fiction- 352 pp.- January 2015- Ages 8-12 
Take two sisters making it on their own: brainy twelve-year-old GiGi (short for Galileo Galilei, a 
name she never says out loud) and junior-high-dropout-turned-hairstylist DiDi (short for Delta 
Dawn). Add a million dollars in prize money from a national cooking contest and a move from the 
trailer parks of South Carolina to the Gold Coast of New York. Mix in a fancy new school, new 
friends and enemies, a first crush, and a generous sprinkling of family secrets.  
 
The Terrible Two: Book One by Mac Barnett & Jory John- Little Brown Young Readers- 
978-1-4197-1491-7- HC- $15.95- Middle Grade Fiction- 224 pp.- January 2015- Ages 8-12 
Miles Murphy is not happy to be moving to a sleepy town that’s famous for one thing only: cows. 
In his old school, everyone knew him as the town’s best prankster, but Miles quickly discovers 
that Yawnee Valley already has a prankster, and a great one. If Miles is going to take the title from 
this mystery kid, he is going to have to raise his game. It’s prankster against prankster in an epic 
war of trickery, until the two finally decide to join forces and pull off the biggest prank ever seen: 
a prank so huge that it would make the members of the International Order of Disorder proud.  
 
If You Find This by Matthew Baker- Little Brown Young Readers- 978-0-316-24008-6- HC- 
$19.00- Middle Grade Fiction- 368 pp.- March 2015- Ages 8-12 
Nicholas is a math and music genius with no friends and a huge problem: His father has lost his 
job, and they'll have to sell their house, which holds the only memory Nicholas has of his younger 
brother. Just in time, Nicholas's senile grandfather arrives; with tales of priceless treasure he has 
hidden --but where? With the help of misfit classmates, will Nicholas find the treasure and save 
his house? 
 
Gracefully Grayson by Ami Polonsky- Disney-Hyperion- 978-1-4231-8527-7- HC- $17.99- 
Juvenile Fiction- 208 pp.- November 2014- Ages 10+ 
Grayson Sender has been holding onto a secret for what seems like forever: "he" is a girl on the 
inside, stuck in the wrong gender's body. The weight of this secret is crushing, but sharing it would 
mean facing ridicule, scorn, rejection, or worse. Despite the risks, Grayson's true self itches to 
break free. Will new strength from an unexpected friendship and a caring teacher's wisdom be 
enough to help Grayson step into the spotlight she was born to inhabit? 

Dr. Critchlore’s School for Minions: Book One by Sheila Grau- Amulet Books- 978-1-4197-
13705- HC- $17.95- Middle Grade Fiction- 288 pp. – April 2015- Ages 8-12 
Dr. Critchlore’s School for Minions, is the premier trainer of minions for Evil Overlords 
everywhere. Runt Higgins, a twelve-year-old werewolf, loves everything about Dr. Critchlore’s. 
But not everyone does. After a series of disasters, it’s clear that someone is trying to shut the 
school down. It’s up to Runt, who knows the place better than anybody, to figure out who’s behind 
the attacks . . . and to save his home, and Dr. Critchlore himself, from total destruction.   

The Tapper Twins Go to War by Geoff Rodkey- Little Brown Young Readers- 978-0-316-
29779-0- HC- $15.99- Middle Grade Fiction- 240 pp. - April 2015- Ages 8-12 
This brand-new series by a popular screenwriter is a pitch-perfect, contemporary comedy featuring 
twelve-year-old fraternal twins, Claudia and Reese, who couldn't be more different...except in 
their determination to come out on top in a vicious prank war! But when the competition escalates 
into an all-out battle that's fought from the cafeteria of their New York City private school all the 
way to the fictional universe of an online video game, the twins have to decide if their efforts to 
destroy each other are worth the price. 
 

Questions? Please feel free to contact me at tgain@mandagroup.com. 
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Favourite Middle Grade Books- Fall 2014 & Winter 2015  

HarperCollins Canada 
 

Blackbird Fly by Erin Entrada Kelly & Betsy Peterschmidt- Greenwillow- 9780062238610- 

HC- $21.99- Middle Grade Fiction / Social Issues / Emigration & Immigration- March 

2015- Ages Ages 8 to 12 

Apple has always felt a little different from her classmates. She and her mother moved to 

Louisiana from the Philippines when she was little, and her mother still cooks Filipino foods, 

makes mistakes with her English, and chastises Apple for becoming “too American.” It becomes 

unbearable in middle school, when the boys in Apple’s class put her name on the Dog Log, the 

list of the most unpopular girls in school. When Apple’s friends turn on her and everything about 

her life starts to seem weird and embarrassing, Apple turns to music. 

 

Clover's Luck by Kallie George - HarperCollins Canada—9781443419802- HC- $16.99- 

Chapter Book- 144 pp. - Feb 2015- Ages 7 to 10 

Young Clover seems to have the worst luck until she finds a help-wanted ad from an animal 

adoption agency that houses magical creatures. All of a sudden, Clover finds herself in a new 

world of wizards, princesses and witches who will test her strength, courage and luck. 

 

Creature Keepers and the Hijacked HydroHide by Peter Nelson & Rohitash Rao- 

Balzer + Bray- 9780062236432- HC- $15.99- Middle Grade Fiction- 384 pp.- September 

2014- Ages 8-12 

Twelveyearold Jordan Grimsley is a techsavvy city kid who’s never gone more than five 

minutes unplugged in his entire life. When his mom and dad inherit an old abandoned house in  

a Florida swamp from Jordan’s long-lost grandfather, Jordan discovers a secret that plunges him 

into an epic adventure starring some of history’s best known mythical beasts.  

 

The Danger Game: A Travis Delaney Mystery by Kevin Brooks- Pan Macmillan Children’s 

Books- 9781447238973- TP Original- $10.99- Middle Grade Fiction/Mystery- 208 pp. – 

October 2014- Ages 9+ 

Fourteen-year-old Travis Delaney is trying to get his life back on track following the crash that 

killed his parents last summer. Since Travis's Grandad took over Delaney and Co, things have 

finally started to look up. But when his private investigation partner, Courtney, is attacked 

following a routine inquiry into a local business, Travis can't help but get involved, even though 

he's supposed to be focusing on his own investigation into thefts at school. But what he discovers 

draws him into more danger than he ever could have imagined. 

 

Goth Girl and the Fete Worse Than Death by Chris Riddell- Pan Macmillan Childrens 

Books- 9780230759824- HC- $16.99- Middle Grade Fiction/Mystery- 192 pp. – September 

2014- Ages 9+ Preparations for the GhastlyGorm Garden Party and bakeoff are under way. 

Celebrity cooks are arriving at the hall for the big event and, true to form, Maltravers, the indoor 

gamekeeper, is acting suspiciously. Elsewhere at GhastlyGorm Ada's wardrobe-dwelling lady's 

maid Marylebone the bear has received a marriage proposal. Ada vows to aid the course of true 

love and find out what Maltravers is up to, but amidst all this activity, everyone, including her 

father, appears to have forgotten her birthday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Guardian Herd: Starfire by Jennifer Lynn Alvarez- HarperCollins- 9780062286062- 

HC- $21.00- Middle Grade Fiction/Fantasy-272 pp. - September 2014- Ages 8-12 

Once every hundred years, a black foal is born, prophesized to either unite or destroy the five  

herds of flying horses that live in the land of Anok. Star is this black foal. Born with malformed 

wings that make him unable to fly, the leaders of each herd don’t believe he can be a hero and 

want to execute Star before his first birthday. With the help of his friends, Star escapes and his 

epic journey of self-discovery turns into a battle between good and evil.  

 

Nuts to You by Lynne Rae Perkins- Greenwillow Books- 9780060092757- HC- $21.00-

Middle Grade Fiction- 272 pp. – August 2014- Ages 8-12 

How far would you go for a friend? In Nuts to You, the funny and moving new novel by Newber

Medalist Lynne Rae Perkins, two squirrels go very far indeed to save a friend who has been 

snatched up by a hawk.  

 

The Swap by Megan Shull- Katherine Tegen Books- 9780062311696- HC- $21.00- Middle 

Grade Fiction- 400 pp. - August 2014- Ages 10-14 

In this savvy twist on Freaky Friday, a tween girl with mean-girl issues swaps lives—and 

bodies!—with the most popular boy in school. Told in alternating boy/girl perspectives, The 

Swap is perfect for fans of Wendy Mass, Wendelin Van Draanen, and Jerry Spinelli.  

 

Uprooted: A Canadian War Story by Lynne Reid Banks- HarperCollins UK- 

978007589432- TP Original- $12.99- Middle Grade Fiction/Historical- 336 pp. – September 

2014- Ages 9+  

In 1940 as war rages across Europe, ten-year-old Lindy waves goodbye to England and makes the 

long journey to Saskatoon, Canada, along with her mother and her cousin Cameron. They may be 

far from the war but they are also far from home and everyone they know and love. Life in 

Canada is very different but it is also full of exciting new adventures…  

 

The Very Nearly Honorable League of Pirates #2: The Terror of the Southlands by 

Caroline Carlson- HarperCollins- 9780062194367- HC- $21.00- Middle Grade/Action & 

Adventure- 336 pp. – September 2014- Ages 8 to 12 

Hilary Westfield got her wish and now sails the seas as the Terror of the Southlands, but the Very 

Nearly Honorable League of Pirates doesn’t think she’s acting very nearly piratical enough. 

Hilary needs to prove she’s as terrible as the Terror should be. But when Miss Pimm is 

discovered missing and the Queen’s officers discovered incompetent, Hilary decides instead to 

find the missing Enchantress in order to protect the magic of the Augusta. Simultaneous PB also 

available:  9780062361783, $12.50  

 

Listen, Slowly by Thanhha Lai- HarperCollins- 9780062229182-  HC- $$21.00- Middle 

Grade Fiction / Family / Multigenerational- 272 pp.- February 2015- Ages Ages 8 to 12 
Mia has been shipped off to Vietnam with her grandmother, who is traveling there to find out 

what really happened to her husband during the Vietnam War. Mia’s parents think this trip is a 

great opportunity for her to learn more about her roots. But Vietnam is hot, smelly, and besides 

barely speaking the language, she doesn’t know the geography, the local customs, or even her 

distant relatives. To survive this trip, Mia will be forced to find the balance between her two 

completely different worlds. 

 

 
Questions? Please feel free to contact me at rosalyn.steele@harpercollins.com. For reviews & info, follow me on Twitter- 

@rozsteele 
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Lahring Tribe – Random House of Canada – OLA Middle Grade Picks 

For more information, contact me at ltribe@penguinrandomhouse.com or visit www.penguinrandomhouse.ca 
 

The Case of the Missing Moonstone (The Wollstonecraft Detective Agency, Book 1) 
by Jordan Stratford, illustrated by Kelly Murphy -- Knopf Books for Young Readers 
-- 978-0-385-75440-8 -- $19.99HC – Fiction -- 224 pages -- January 2015 – Ages 9-12   
Jordan Stratford, a resident of Salt Spring Island, imagines an alternate 1826 where Ada Lovelace 
(the world’s first computer programmer) and Mary Shelley (author of Frankenstein) meet as girls 
and form a secret detective agency.  Mystery fans will love this debut tween girl riff on Sherlock 
Holmes and John Watson. History and literature  buffs will be delighted to see the real, if 
reinterpreted, figures in this story.    

 
Finding the Worm by Mark Goldblatt -- Random House Books for Young Readers -- 
978-0-385-39108-5 -- $19.99HC – Fiction -- 352 pages -- February 2015 – Ages 9-12    
Trouble always seems to find thirteen-year-old Julian Twerski. First it was a bullying incident, and 
now he’s been falsely accused of vandalizing a painting. The principal asks Julian to write a 200-
word essay on good citizenship. Julian writes 200 no’s instead, initiating an epic struggle.  Outside 
of school, Julian’s dealing with even bigger issues: his best friend has cancer.  Track down a copy 
of Twerp for more about Julian. 

Paper Things by Jennifer Richard Jacobson – Candlewick -- 978-0-7636-6323-0 -- 
$19.00HC – Fiction -- 384 pages -- February 2015 – Ages 8-12   When forced to choose 
between staying with her guardian and being with her big brother, Ari chose her big brother. 
There’s just one problem—he doesn’t actually have a place to live, and as they couch surf and 
bounce in and out of shelters, she is having a hard time maintaining her friendships and academic 
standing.  Another poignant book about looking for a place to call home: Julia and the Art of 

Practical Travel. 

Nightbird by Alice Hoffman -- Wendy Lamb Books -- 978-0-385-38958-7 -- $19.99HC 
– Fiction -- 208 pages -- March 2015 – Ages 9-12   Twig lives in Sidwell, where people 
whisper that fairy tales are real. Her town is rumored to hide a monster, and a witch placed a curse 
that was meant to last forever on Twig’s family.  In her first novel for middle grade readers, 
Hoffman blends the magical with the ordinary in a way that’s, well, magical!   

Catch You Later, Traitor by Avi -- Tundra Books -- 978-1-101-91765-7 -- $21.99HC – 
Fiction/Mystery -- 304 pages -- March 2015 – Ages 9-12   It’s 1951.  The Collisons are an 
ordinary family, and Pete's a normal kid... until the FBI show up at his door and accuse him and his 
family of being Communists. Based on the Newbery-winning author's own childhood experiences, 
this novel explores the meaning of belonging, the pain of ostracism and isolation, and the power of 
paranoia and fear that so easily turns neighbour against neighbour.  

The Penderwicks in Spring by Jeanne Birdsall -- Knopf Books for Young Readers -- 
978-0-375-87077-4 -- $19.99HC – Fiction -- 352 pages -- March 2015 – Ages 8-12   
Springtime is finally arriving on Gardam Street, and there are surprises in store for each 
member of the Penderwick family.  Some surprises are wonderful, some are ridiculous (like 
Batty’s new dog-walking business) and some are unwelcome, but this book is filled with 
all the heart, hilarity, and charm that define the beloved clan.  Capture more sunshine by 
reading the earlier books: The Penderwicks, The Penderwicks on Gardam Street, The 
Penderwicks at Point Mouette. 

mailto:ltribe@penguinrandomhouse.com
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The Island of Dr. Libris by Chris Grabenstein -- Random House Books for Young 
Readers -- 978-0-385-38844-3 -- $19.99HC – Fiction -- 256 pages -- March 2015 – Ages 8-
12   What if your favorite characters came to life? Billy’s spending the summer in Dr. Libris’ 
technology-free lakeside cabin.  Bored, he starts reading, but whenever he opens a book, he can hear 
sounds -- the clash of swords, the twang of arrows -- coming from the island in the middle of the lake.  
Over 20 classic stories are referenced in this “entertaining literary romp” (Kirkus) from the author of 
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library.  More boy adventures: Henry Hubble’s Book of Troubles, Jack. 
 
The League of Beastly Dreadfuls, Book 1 by Holly Grant -- Random House Books for 
Young Readers -- 978-0-385-37007-3 -- $19.99HC – Fiction -- 320 pages -- April 2015 – 
Ages 9-12   A creepy Victorian house, secretive aunties, and a great escape combine in this debut that 
is part Mysterious Benedict Society, part Roald Dahl.  When Anastasia’s parents die in a tragic vacuum 
cleaner accident, two long-lost great aunts (who may not be who they claim they are) whisk her off to a 
sinister asylum, where she joins forces with two unusual brothers.  Another story of a put-upon heroine: 
Cassidy’s Guide to Everyday Etiquette (and Obfuscation).   
 
Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer by Kelly Jones -- Knopf Books 
for Young Readers -- 978-0-385-75552-8 -- $19.99HC – Fiction -- 224 pages -- May 2015 
– Ages 8-12   Urban Sophie feels lost when she and her parents move to a farm.  Rural life gets more 
interesting when Sophie discovers a hen, part of flock that can move objects using only their little 
chicken brains.  When a rival farmer becomes larcenous, Sophie has to keep them safe.  Told via letters 
to Sophie’s grandmother, a chicken-care correspondence course and to-do lists, this one-of-a-kind tale 
is absolutely charming.  More quirky critter tales: A Dragon’s Guide to the Care and Feeding of 
Humans, The Pirate Pig. 
 
The Disappearance of Emily H. by Barrie Summy -- Delacorte Books for Young 
Readers -- 978-0-385-73943-6 -- $19.99HC – Fiction -- 256 pages -- May 2015 – Ages 10-
up   Emily Huvar vanished without a trace. And the clues are right beneath Raine’s fingertips. 
Literally:  one touch of a glittering sparkle that only Raine can see, and she’s swept into a memory 
from the past. Soon she realizes that the cliquey group of girls making her life miserable knows 
something about Emily’s disappearance.  More nail-biting mystery: I Text Dead People. 
 

Why'd They Wear That?: Fashion as the Mirror of History by Sarah Albee -- 
National Geographic Children's Books -- 978-1-4263-1919-8 -- $23.99HC – Nonfiction 
-- 192 pages – February 2015 – Ages 10 and up   In this humorous and approachable 
narrative, kids will learn about outrageous, politically-perilous, funky, regrettable, and life-
threatening creations people have worn throughout history. From spats and togas to hoop skirts and 
hair shirts, why people wore what they did is an illuminating way to look at the social, economic, 
political, and moral climates throughout history.  More literacy-boosting books for curious kids: 
Weird But True Food, 125 Cool Inventions, Myths Busted #3. 
 
The Death of the Hat: A Brief History of Poetry in 50 Objects edited by Paul 
Janecazo, illustrated by Chris Raschka – Candlewick -- 978-0-7636-6963-8 -- 
$20.00HC – Nonfiction/Poetry -- 80 pages -- March 2015 – Ages 8-12   A look at poems 
through history inspired by objects— from swords to stamp albums, candles to cobwebs, 
manhole covers to the moon —reflecting the time in which each poet lived. 
 
 



Looking for ideas for your next professional development day? 
 

Host a Dewey Diva event! 
 

 
 

 
Here’s what we can do for you: 

• present our picks for the best upcoming books for kids, teens, and adults in a variety of genres  
• introduce readers and educators to hidden gems and new writers that they may have missed 
• create presentations to suit each library’s particular interests and needs 
• provide posters, ARCs, and ephemera to attendees 

We’re a group of Canadian publisher’s reps—all passionate readers—who have been presenting our favourite 
new books to librarians and school teachers for the past ten years. 

In 2009 we received the Ontario Public Library Association’s Leadership in Adult Reader’s Advisory Award. 

In 2010 in celebration of Book Blogger Appreciation Week, the CBC chose our blog as one of their top 10 blogs 
worth reading. http://deweydivas.blogspot.com 

“I love that the Dewy Divas don't just represent one publisher or distributor —at each presentation we see an 
interesting range of titles from various publishers and across different genres. I use these passionate booktalks as 
valued additional selection and reader's advisory tools. My colleagues and I look forward to every Dewey Divas 
presentation—we know that we will be entertained and educated”.                      
Laura Cordukes  
Coordinator, Youth Collections  
Ottawa Public Library/Bibliothèque publique d'Ottawa 

Publishers represented: 

 

 

 

 

If you have a group of 20 librarians or more who are interested in attending an event, contact  

Margot Stokreef: margot@martinsalesagency.ca or 416-769-3947 

Ampersand  Canadian Manda Group   HarperCollins Canada 
Martin and Associates            Penguin Random House      Scholastic      Thomas Allen & Son 
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Thank you for Supporting our 
Canadian Book Suppliers! 

Buying your books in Canada means that you are:

- An integral part of Canadian culture and Canadian publishing

- Supporting Canadian authors and illustrators

- Ensuring that our stories will be told for many generations

- Employing thousands of Canadians

- Preserving our Canadian identity  

- Partnering with Industry advocates for financial support of our libraries

- Working with companies that understand  and respect the Canadian Marketplace

- Sustaining programming in our libraries

At the recent TD Reading Summit, Thomas King said, “Politics can’t change the world; stories can”.

In order for that to be true, we need to maintain a healthy Canadian publishing industry.

So thank you for supporting our Canadian Book Suppliers!
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