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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),					March 3rd, 2014

Today I introduced your child to a new project we are starting called “Le Projet Génial”. 

What is le Projet Génial or  Genius Hour?
Genius Hour is based on a Model the company Google uses with its employees. The employees are given 20% of their time to work on projects that interest them, provided that they can advance the company. In our school setting, it will look similar. Genius Hour is time set aside in class for students to study what they are passionate about.
Why is Genius Hour Important? 
Students take ownership for their own learning and learn about something they are excited about. Genius Hour sparks curiosity and students have an opportunity to become their own genius. This project will also assist students in developing communication, collaboration, creativity, research and critical thinking skills.
How Genius Hour will work in our Classroom?
Students will participate in Genius Hour every week for a double period. Students will choose a topic to study with teacher approval. Students will be given time in class to work on the project with the teacher serving as a facilitator. The facilitator will provide research material such as books, and accessibility to computers for students to explore. Students will be encouraged to bring a handheld, laptop or tablet if they want as well. As an end project, students must present their topic to an audience. I'm looking to have their project completed by the beginning of June. These projects will be shared at the school level and you will be invited. .I am also looking to have the projects displayed or presented at the board office.
I am excited to share this opportunity with your child. Please take some time to discuss ideas with your child about what their passions are, as you would know better than anyone else.
__________________________________________________________________ 
Will you share your Genius?     Students are going to ask questions I can't answer, wonder things I never thought, want to develop a skill I don't have. Can you help?  We would like the students to find a mentor, someone who can help them through this learning journey.

What talents, skills, expertise or knowledge can you share?
________________________________________________________________________________
How can you share?   During school hours   After school   Electronically

I'd prefer to work with any class        I’d prefer to work with just my child's class.
Contact info.
________________________________________________________________________________
Merci,




