
Genius Hour Schedule 


	Sessions and Mini Lesson suggestions

	Genius Hour Kick off presentations will be done the week of March 3rd. This will give the students the March Break to consider their project idea. Here is what I did for the 
1. Show video, what is genius hour?  Discuss what the project will look like in their classroom.  And explain the proposal (Have it ready to open so the students can see it), the letter to go home photocopied and mentor possibilities.  
2. Generate ideas that get them to really think. Tell them about topics chosen already at our school, or that others have done that can be seen online.  Let them know what names Genius hour goes by online.  (Passion projects, Ignite Hour, Genius Hour, 20%time)  
 Students will be given a number of sticky notes and will be asked to move around the class posting ideas under these headings:
Things I would like to:
Learn About (like history or a place, or about water issues)
Learn To Do (like computer skills)
Learn to Make (like a trebuchet, or windmill, a recreating)
Learn to Create (like an art project or a story)
Learn to Test (like a science experiment)
Learn to Change (like an environmental project or ideas about a certain race or culture)
Learn to Organize a fundraising activity (for a group or individual)

* With the Art teacher, students might want to do the puzzle sheet to get brainstorm possible projects.
* If there is time, show the video “Obvious to you, Amazing to others”.  


	Write proposals for projects and tweak the ideas to make them rich.
Write and present the proposals for genius hour to the teacher. Some may need to be tweaked.  If it is too large, let them figure that out for themselves.  It is great to have a second person assisting with this, to avoid frustration and line ups.   The second person can work with the students who have no idea what they want to do.  Use the sheets provided like, ideas the questions to get you started.  Some students began to do their brainstorms in Smart Ideas.

March 10th-14th.
Next develop the success criteria based on the learning goal.  Type these up so students can add them to their folders or duotangs.

Copyright interactive website to show them not to steal others’ ideas.  This can be shown at a time other than during Genius Hour, as it can take an entire period if you discuss the site as it is playing.

	Week of March 24th Begin Genius Hour projects by using Smart Ideas to brainstorm what the project details are.

Using OneNote to organize research.
We kept it simple and had each tab as one of the suggestions from their smart ideas.  Then we broke each page down into a table with these headers.
	Resource
	Info. from the text
	My own words



How to chunk a project is shown and students fill out the remaining part of the table one on one with the teacher.

[bookmark: _GoBack]How to use a search engine.  We showed a video, from CommonCraft http://www.commoncraft.com/video/web-search-strategies 

Then it was how to search using the school website.
Students will start each class with a mini lesson. These will depend on previous knowledge.
Students need to know who to take a site and put the words into their own.

Classes will do the journaling outside of our precious genius hour time.  As it goes too fast as it is.

	June 9th Presentations begin for Genius Hour in anticipation of the Expo.  




Student Name: ____________________________________________________

