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how to manage and curate your professional online presence
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today!
• Building + owning your online identity

• Tips + tools for social media + online portfolios

•  Best practices for curating an online presence 

• How to develop a personal online social media strategy



Why 
social 
media?
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reputation
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social listening
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build relationships + 
make connections
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my social media story
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2010

melanie parlette-stewart | @mparstew | #olasc 2017



create a professional personal 
email address
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It’s not who you are 
that holds you back. 
It’s who you think 

you’re not.
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be true 
to who 
you are
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#visualnotes
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1
who are you?



1
• Where do you work / want to work?
• What is your job?
• What are your research interests?
• What type of professional development are you 

interested in?
• What associations are you a part of?
• What do you enjoy?
• What are your hobbies?
• What groups are you a part of?
• What’s your personal style?
• Do you have kids? Pets? A Partner?
• What tv shows / books /movies do you enjoy?



what does                  know about you?



audit
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yourself
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✓ Descriptions
✓ URLs/Handle

✓ Profile Photos/Avatars
✓ Cover Photos
✓ Bio melanie parlette-stewart | @mparstew | #olasc 2017



building your 
digital identity
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facebook
➔ Check your privacy settings
➔ Cover image/profile picture
➔ Be verifiable 
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get connected
Groups
• ALA Think Tank
• Programming Librarian Interest Group
• Library Employee Support Network
• Storytime Underground
• Teen Librarians
• Library Management Group

Pages
• Ontario Library Association
• Ontario Association of Library Technicians
• Goodwill Librarian
• Your Local Libraries
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/ALAthinkTANK
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https://www.facebook.com/GoodwillLibrarian
https://www.facebook.com/GoodwillLibrarian


twitter
➔ Cover image/profile picture
➔ Follow people (search for specific people)
➔ Who do other people follow?
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#hashtags
#libchat – general librarianship 
#critlib – critical pedagogy
#listjc - LIS Journal Club
#makered - Maker education
#YALitChat - Young Adult literature chat
#tlchat – teacher librarians
#edchat – educators of all types
#inaljchat – job hunting
Check your conferences! (i.e. #OLASC)
#Saturdaylibrarian #librarianproblems #fridayreads #librarylife 
#bookface #tbt (for fun!)
#LoveMyLibrary
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Chat Times

https://magic.piktochart.com/output/2617218-library-twitter-chats-2
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pinterest
➔ Cover image/profile picture
➔ Get inspiration
➔ Create boards

melanie parlette-stewart | @mparstew | #olasc 2017





youtube
➔ Create playlists
➔ Share your videos
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instagram
➔ Show your life in photos 
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#hashtags

#Saturdaylibrarian #librarianproblems 
#fridayreads #librarylife #bookface #tbt 
#LoveMyLibrary #bookstagram
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linkedin
➔ Your resume online
➔ Networking 
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Sample groups . . .
• eLearning Industry
• EDUCAUSE
• SILIP
• American Library Association
• Internet Librarian
• Library and Information 

Research Methods
• Information Science and LIS
• e-Learning Advocates
• Library and Information 

Technicians
• Job Skills for Future Library 

Careers
• Alumni Associations



Tip:
Add people you meet at 

workshops + conferences
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create a home base
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IFTTT
Hootsuite

Canva.com
Buffer.com

Twitter Analytics
Iconosquare



Every good 
conversation starts 
with good listening.
#AlwaysBeReflecting
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“
“We have to dare to be ourselves, 
however frightening or strange 
that self may prove to be.” 
― May Sarton
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What’s your brand?
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setting goals
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performing professionalism?



Thanks!
Any questions?

You can find me at @mparstew & mparlett@uoguelph.ca



recommended reading
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Further Reading / Sources
• The Top 10 Benefits Of Social Media Marketing (Forbes)

• Canadian Digital, Social and Mobile Statistics on a Global Scale 2014

• Facebook Terminology

• 10 tips to creating engaging Page posts

• Create your Twitter Content Strategy

• 26 Creative Ways to Publish Social Media Updates

• All About Pinterest

• Infographic: The optimal length for social media updates and more

• Canadian Internet Registration Authority: The Canadian Internet Fact Book

• YouTube Glossary

• Douglas Coupland, Slogans for the Twenty-First Century

• Golden Rules of Social Media Accessibility

• Top 10 Social Media Blogs

• 7 Tips for Upping Your Social Media Game in 2015 (Time Magazine)

• The Minimalist Guide to Personal Branding on Social Media

• Conversation Prism
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• Lights - Photo: Markus Spiske / raumrot.com

• Video: The Social Media Revolution 2015

• Video: My Digital Stamp & Digital Legacy

• Facebook

• Twitter

• Pinterest

• YouTube

• Instagram

• Blogging Gideon Burton Blogging Street Cred

• Office desk - Photo: Markus Spiske / raumrot.com

• polaroid 635 supercolor - Photo: Markus Spiske / raumrot.com

• Closed doors - Photo: Markus Spiske / raumrot.com

• You've been Googled: what employers don't want to see in your online profile

• Execute a social media audit in these 6 steps

• Conversation Prism

• Librarianship Doesn’t need professionals
• The Five Essential Ingredients of a Great Online Portfolio
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