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“I never read.  
I just look at pictures.” 

Andy Warhol 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What do you think of this quote? It seems like an utterly treasonous thing to put in front of a group of library people who I assume love the written word. However, as you well know, libraries have changed and are not as focused on the literary anymore, but have become places where all the arts are encouraged to be expressed, be it theatre, music, or visual art.



History 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you go back in the history of libraries, art and art exhibitions have been there a long time. Dennis Reid in his Concise History of Canadian Art mentions that some of the first art shows in Canada were held in Mechanics’ Institutes -



Presenter
Presentation Notes
– the same place where libraries got their start in the mid-19th century. Cultural activities like art and literature just seemed to go together naturally. This may explain why there are libraries that have art galleries associated with them,



Presenter
Presentation Notes
such as Grimsby, Halton Hills, The Idea Exchange, and others.



Community 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Libraries are also very big about bringing community into the library and art shows are a great way to do that. I’ll talk about why this is so important a little later on.



Does your library 
exhibit art? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, first of all, raise your hand if your library exhibits art, be it permanent or temporary. That’s most of you. I don’t think anyone actually objects to having art in the library. It’s usually a matter of not having the space or staff that’s the culprit.



Do you manage art 
displays at your library? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Raise your hand if you are responsible for managing the display of art at your library?



Do you have a degree in 
art curation or museum 

studies? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And, of those with your hands up, how many of you have art degrees in curation or museums? Not as many. This is why I am talking to you today.



Only one  
of your duties 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most libraries have art on their walls but those managing them are not necessarily professional curators – it’s usually only one of your duties a programmer, volunteer, marketer, librarian, or even CEO. I know there are several libraries who have galleries associated with them that have full-time art curators, but I’m not really talking about them.



Accidental  
Art Curator 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am referring to what I call an “Accidental Art Curator” - someone who manages the display of art as part of their job at a library but is not necessarily trained to do it. I myself am an accidental art curator. I am the Public Relations Coordinator at the Collingwood Public Library, where I am responsible for marketing and promotion of library services and events, as well as coordinating adult programming, which includes author talks, concerts, lectures, and…art shows. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although I do I have a certificate in Museum Studies, I have no special education in art history or hanging art and have learned about organizing art shows on the job. I schedule 10-12 shows per year on a monthly or bi-monthly basis in 5 different spaces throughout the library.



The literature 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because I wanted to improve my art display program, I searched the literature for information about managing art in libraries and was surprised to discover that there wasn’t a lot written about this topic. So, I decided to look at how art was presented in other libraries besides my own and find out what I could learn from them.



316 websites 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I looked at the website of every public library in Ontario - all 316 of them,



51 public libraries 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
and ended up visiting 51 libraries in Southern Ontario in-person from June to October 2017. I looked at their facilities and talked to people who were in charge of art programs about what they do. So, today, I want to share the results of that research with you. I’m going to show you the great things that libraries are doing and talk about some of the things we could do better. Hopefully, this talk will inspire you to look at your walls in a new way and take home some ideas to use at your library.



Curator 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The word “curator” has become a popular buzzword these days with seemingly everyone curating all kinds of information from food to fashion. But, what is a professional curator in the art world and what do they do?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the best books I found on this subject is The Curator’s Handbook by Adrian George, who was a curator at The Tate Modern in London, England.



Selector of art for an 
exhibition 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
He says that “a curator is best known as a selector and an interpreter of works of art for an exhibition, but that nowadays a curator is also a producer, planner, educator, manager, and organizer.”



Behind the scenes 
administration 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And this makes sense because, despite the romantic idea of a curator as a mysterious figure dressed in black hobnobbing with artists, behind the scenes administration is most of the job. So the more research I did, the more I felt that the work of a professional art curator in a gallery was very similar to that of an accidental art curator in a library -



Art curators bring 
exhibitions to life 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
we both organize exhibitions and bring them to life. So, these are the five things that professional art curators do:



space 
theme 
source 
schedule 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They have a space or find a space to hold an exhibition,



space 
type 
source 
schedule 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
they decide on the type of show they are going to put on,



space 
type 
source 
schedule 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
they source art from other institutions or their own collections,



space 
type 
source 
hang 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
they schedule and hang the show,



space 
type 
source 
hang 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
and they promote it and get the word out to get people to come and see it. Doesn’t this sound familiar? We as library art curators do many of the same things:



space 
type 
source 
hang 
promote 

space 
theme 
source 
schedule 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
we have a space in our library to hold exhibits,



space 
type 
source 
hang 
promote 

space 
type 
source 
schedule 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
we decide on what type of show we’re going to produce, be it permanent or rotating,  



space 
type 
source 
hang 
promote 

space 
type 
source 
schedule 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
we source art by connecting with artists,



space 
type 
source 
hang 
promote 

space 
type 
source 
hang 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
we schedule and hang the show,



space 
type 
source 
hang 
promote 

space 
type 
source 
hang 
promote 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
and we promote it to the community to get them to come and see it. So let’s take the next 20 minutes and look at those 5 areas in detail.



1. Look at your space 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As I mentioned, I visited over 50 libraries and there was not one that was the same as any other in terms of its architecture, staff, or community. This was especially true in terms of their art spaces, which were all very different. But, I think, from what I saw, we can divide potential art spaces in libraries into several categories.



Dedicated rooms 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some libraries have the luxury of having the use of a whole room to display art. This is a plus, because it simulates the feel of a professional gallery and highlights the art in a special space.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of these rooms are actually professional galleries as I mentioned previously, like the Queen’s Square Gallery at The Idea Exchange in Cambridge, which is run by a full-time art curator.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, there are some that are run by accidental art curators, such as the Kent Farndale Gallery at the Scugog Memorial Public Library, which is run by the CEO and her staff.



Meeting rooms 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have to say that most libraries don’t have the luxury of a separate room dedicated to art and many libraries multi-purpose the walls of meeting rooms or community rooms to act as galleries.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the Collingwood Public Library, we have 2 meeting rooms where we display art: the FreeSchools World Literacy Room



Presenter
Presentation Notes
and the Murray Clerkson Room.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other libraries who do this include the Flesherton branch the Grey Highlands Public Library, the L.E. Shore Memorial Library in Thornbury, and the Yorkville branch of the Toronto Public Library.



Wall spaces 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But most of the time, empty walls are the most common space for art,



Presenter
Presentation Notes
as you can see at these libraries in Bradford West Gwillimbury, Walkerton, and Innisfil. They’re usually the most available place to hang art and are found in a variety of areas in the library. Walls along walkways are often a natural fit for a gallery space and these are places which artists seem to like the most because of the number of people passing by.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our foyer in Collingwood, called the Art Walk, is like that because it’s the main artery going in and out of the building and a lot of people stop to look at what’s on the walls.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Georgetown uses its hallways,



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Toronto’s Northern District branch uses a mezzanine,



Presenter
Presentation Notes
and Gravenhurst makes use of its stairwell (and staff told me that they tried other walls in the library but this one worked the best in terms of visibility, and artists liked it the best too).



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And the wall doesn’t even have to be big. Hamilton’s Turner Park branch uses this small wall very effectively.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I know several libraries that are renovating or reducing their print collections and have opened up wall space as a result. London Public Library’s branch recently went through a renovation and created three new wall spaces for art. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the Mississauga Central Library, Marian Kutarna told me that when she took away shelving from a wall, she opened up the possibility to display art. It was such a hit, that she moved even more shelving to open up the space further for better sight lines.  



No wall space? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many people have told me that they can’t have art in their library because they have no wall space. But you don’t necessarily need it.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
 You can use display cases like we do in Collingwood,



Presenter
Presentation Notes
folding wire grids as they do in Innisfil and Georgetown,



Presenter
Presentation Notes
or freestanding walls or panels which I once saw at Quebec City’s St. Jean Baptiste branch.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can also use found space above bookshelves like here in Angus



Presenter
Presentation Notes
or above computer stations like we do in Collingwood. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And the ultimate art show space I saw a few years ago, which may be a harbinger of the future, was in San Antonio, Texas, at its bookless library, called the Bibliotech. It’s gone completely digital and holds its art shows on projected screens and electronic display boards.



2. Decide on the type 
of show 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So we’ve got our space, now what do we put in it? Professional art curators decide whether to highlight a collection of permanent art or to present a series of temporary exhibitions, or maybe both. We as library art curators do the same thing.



Permanent collection 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A permanent collection is artwork that the library owns which is displayed in various areas of the library on a continuous basis.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This work may have been donated over the years, such as these paintings in Collingwood



Presenter
Presentation Notes
or the eclectic mix at the Uxbridge Public Library, which includes sculpture, models, paintings, maps, and even a working clock mechanism.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also, a permanent collection may have been bought especially for the library, such as in Newmarket, where public funds donated by a prominent local family were used to buy paintings and sculpture by area artists.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purchasing art most often happens when a new library is built or renovated and usually incorporates feature pieces. At Collingwood, when our new library was built in 2010, stained glass windows were incorporated into the structure, as well as a couple of quirky artificial trees in the entrance to the Children’s Department.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
For Kitchener’s major renovation in 2014, public art funds were used to commission a spectacular mobile installation for the entrance atrium. Of course, you don’t have a lot of control over feature pieces that are part of the framework of your building. But, if smaller pieces of permanent art aren’t changed up every once in awhile, they can become dusty, outdated, and overlooked.



Enliven a static 
collection 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One way to enliven a static collection is to put some of it in storage and rotate pieces out or you may want to consider moving items around the building.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A good example of this at the Acton branch of the Halton Hills Library, where paintings are rotated every 6 months from the collection of the Town of Halton Hills and the Helson Gallery at the Georgetown Library.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another way to increase interest is to promote the collection in some way. Orillia Public Library, with its wonderful collection of paintings and sculpture, has guided tours with a staff member once a week, as well as self-guided tour booklets available at the front desk for the curious visitor.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You could also put the collection online as a virtual tour, just like the Newmarket Public Library has done with their Bowman Collection. A permanent collection may sound like a good idea because once the paintings are up, there doesn’t seem to be a lot of work involved. And it may be the way to go if there is no staff, or time, to administer temporary shows. But because permanent art stays the same (unless you do something about it as I mentioned before) and is usually of older work, it doesn’t inspire continued interest or interaction.



Temporary exhibitions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This the benefit of temporary shows, which are fresh and new and based on current and ever-evolving artwork. And they’re usually on display for a short time only, 1-2 months, or more. But the important thing is that these shows change. Because they change and are usually of new materials, temporary exhibits encourage regular and repeated visits. And what I love about rotating shows is that they are all different.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most often they display work by individual artists, either in a solo or a group show and include all sorts of different media. Here are some examples from Collingwood which shows a few of the people and groups that we’ve presented.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Artwork by schools is very popular, be it from elementary, secondary, or art schools. At Collingwood, we host a show every year called the Magic of Children in the Arts, which takes over the entire library from March to April. It brings a lot of people into the library because kids love to show their work to friends and family. 



Permanent collection 
only? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So how many of you are at libraries that have a permanent art collection only?



Temporary exhibitions 
only? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How about temporary exhibitions only?



Both permanent and 
temporary shows? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who has both permanent and temporary shows? At Collingwood, we have both, and I have to admit the emphasis has been on temporary displays. The permanent collection we have is dispersed in various places around the library, and has no real focus, mostly because it’s been accumulated over the years, and this research has shown me that we need to have another look at it.  



3. Source and  
schedule art 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve decided on the type of shows we’re going to put on, but how do we find art to fill the walls? Professional art curators come up with a theme and source art that fits that topic from other museums or their own collections to put together a show. We sometimes do that, but instead of borrowing art from other institutions, we put out a call for work from the community.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thornbury does this once a year for a themed show in February, such as these based on love or the blues.



Connect with artists 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But as library art curators, we don’t usually do this. Instead, we connect with artists who, in turn, decide on the theme of their show.



Advisors 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, just because you are the designated person in charge of art shows does not mean that you have to take care of it all by yourself. I know in some libraries where this is the case but, especially if you’re new to the job, you may not be plugged into what’s happening artistically in your community and it’s good to have some help with finding artists. At Collingwood, I have 6 local artists who are volunteers who act as my advisors and help me evaluate submissions.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I know Thornbury also has an Arts Advisory Council, Walkerton has the Brockton Art Committee, and Huntsville has an Art in the Library Committee. 



Local arts 
organizations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ve also seen many libraries who have given over the whole process to a local arts organization. Although this seems like a great thing to do, because you are partnering with a community organization and it seems like you don’t have to do anything, I did see a few empty walls in my travels, because I was told that the arts organization hadn’t hung anything in a while.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now this is not always the case - the South Simcoe Arts Council seems like it does a very good job in Alliston and Angus - but involvement by the community is limited in these shows because the artwork is usually restricted to society members only.



Don’t give up 
responsibility 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, if possible, don’t give up your responsibility for filling the art spaces in your library, keep some control and involvement so that you’ll hopefully avoid empty walls. 



Art display policy 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also, before you put up any art, you will want to have an art display policy in place. I have to say that most libraries with art displays have one of these. It lets artists know up front what you will do and what is expected of them. It’s also helpful to have something to point back to in case of misunderstanding. I can’t tell you what you should include in this policy since every library has its own set of criteria, and it usually has to be vetted by your board.



Exhibition spaces available 
Duration of shows 
Selling the artist’s work 
Insurance information 
Promotional methods 
Responsibilities of artists 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But basic info that most policies include are about the exhibit spaces available,



Exhibition spaces available 
Duration of shows 
Selling the artist’s work 
Insurance information 
Promotional methods 
Responsibilities of artists 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
the duration of shows, 



Exhibition spaces available 
Duration of shows 
Selling the artist’s work 
Insurance information 
Promotional methods 
Responsibilities of artists 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
whether the library will be selling art on the artist’s behalf and what the commission will be,



Exhibition spaces available 
Duration of shows 
Selling the artist’s work 
Insurance information 
Promotional methods 
Responsibilities of artists 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Insurance information,



Exhibition spaces available 
Duration of shows 
Selling the artist’s work 
Insurance information 
Promotional methods 
Responsibilities of artists 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
promotional methods, 



Exhibition spaces available 
Duration of shows 
Selling the artist’s work 
Insurance information 
Promotional methods 
Responsibilities of artists 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
and the responsibilities of the artists. There are many more things to consider and, if you’re putting one together, I would suggest reading the policies of several libraries to see what you may or may not want to include in yours. And you can usually find these posted on library websites in their Policies section.



Promote your  
art display space 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you’ve got your policy in place, let the community know know that you have wall space. Post a sign on the art wall or a notice on your website or in your newsletter asking for submissions. Ask your Arts Committee to suggest some names of potential artists that you can approach. And once the artistic community has found out that you have wall space, they will start contacting you.



Artists want  
exhibit space 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Artists are always looking for places to exhibit their art. One artist told me that it’s better to have her work out in the world than sitting unseen in storage or in her studio. If you have the good luck to be overwhelmed with submissions, you may want to collect them and schedule them all at once.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Toronto Public Library does this. They hold a call for artists once a year and an Art Selection Committee sits down to schedule the art spaces for 14 of their branches.



Schedule in advance 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even if you don’t do this and take submissions as they come in, I would say most libraries book about a year in advance, which is good thing since you know what will go up on your walls and artists have enough time to prepare.



Back-up plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But occasionally, because of this long timeline, there will be times when an artist will cancel. It’s a good idea to have some sort of backup plan in place to deal with this, such as calling the next artist in line to see if they want to hang earlier or having an artist willing to put on a show at the last minute.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because, there is nothing worse than empty walls! A few days in between shows can’t be avoided, and you can mitigate that by putting up a “Coming Soon” sign to let people know that the blank walls are intentional. But try not to leave your walls without something on them for too long. It just doesn’t look good and makes it very obvious that something is missing.



4. Hang the show 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, you’ve got the space, you know what kind of shows you’re going to hang, and you’ve scheduled some artists. How do you put it up? The question I am asked the most by people who are considering art displays in libraries is what kind of hanging system do we use. That’s difficult to answer because it all depends on your space and the type of art you’re displaying. More often than not, you’ll be hanging art on walls.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The simplest way to do that is with a nail, or a picture hanger, hammered into the wall, which only works for art you are not going to move, such as your permanent collection. If you don’t want to have your walls looking like Swiss cheese, you’ll have to have some sort of set-up for temporary shows that will look good after multiple hangings.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thornbury Public Library has plywood panels attached to the walls that are covered with a fabric that allows nails to be driven in without seeing them. However, although the holes are invisible in the fabric, the plywood behind eventually turns to sawdust, and Wanda Haayen at Thornbury says this has happened to them and they are now considering other alternatives.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most libraries use a hanging system, usually with a horizontal track at the top of the wall with vertical rods, chains, or cables that hang down with hooks or clips that attach to the art. On this system you can move artwork up and down and along the wall without doing any damage. Most every library I visited with these systems had bought them from different manufacturers, so I can’t recommend one specifically, but you can find systems through Carr McLean and gallery supplier websites.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
At Collingwood, we use metal rods that hook into a track, but over the years the rods have twisted and are not the easiest to position, so I wouldn’t recommend our system.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
But one of my favourites is the one used at Kitchener Public Library, where clear acrylic cables seem to disappear against the white walls. It looks really good. If you’re  in the market for a hanging system, I would recommend visiting a few libraries, seeing which system you like best, and then asking where that library got it from. By the way, Stephanie Donkers-Schmalz tells me that Kitchener got their system from AS Hanging Display Systems.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As to actually hanging the art, most often than not, it is the artist who hangs it, not you. You will probably be providing ladders and extra hangers and hooks to assist them in putting up their work. But sometimes, artists may look to you for advice, as they, surprisingly, are often not used to hanging their own work.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most basic suggestion I can give you is - don’t hang the art too high. I’ve seen this in several libraries, including my own, and I’m not sure if it’s because artists want to make it difficult for people to touch their canvases or don’t want the art to get damaged, but this is not a good practice. Hang art at eye level so people don’t have to crane their necks.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Professional galleries tend to hang art work along a centre line at a height of 150-160 centimetres up from the floor, which is about 5 feet, and I think we can do the same thing, like this example from Georgetown. 



5. Promote the show 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, you’ve scheduled a show and hung it on your walls. That’s it then. Your job is done. No, it isn’t. If people don’t know it’s there and nobody looks at the art, the whole point of having the show is lost. Although we may not go the route of creating special exhibition books like professional galleries and museums do, we can still create buzz about our shows by getting the word out through all the channels we have available to us.



Identify the show 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That means internally, at the very least, we can put up flyers or posters at the show itself to identify it (because there were a few libraries I visited that were guilty of not having any signage at all at their display and it left you wondering what it was all about).



Presenter
Presentation Notes
At Collingwood, I have an easel in the Art Walk where I pin up the poster and other information about the show, and so does Kitchener.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some libraries have tables, like these in Georgetown, Mississauga, and Walkerton.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Several libraries provide a plexiglas sign holder on the wall that easily accepts a letter size sheet with show and artist information, such as these at Turner Park and Grimsby.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If your show is in an out of the way place, consider having signage at the front entrance of the library, like Huntsville does. They even have a map so people can easily find the displays! And it really does work. I didn’t realize there was art in the Children’s Library and this map helped me find it.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because shows are always changing, this is a special opportunity to communicate with your patrons about what’s new and exciting at your library. You can update your website with what’s currently on display (in my website research I noticed that some libraries had special pages for their shows, which is great, but others made it really hard to find information about their exhibits or had nothing at all, even though I knew they had art on display).



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can also post on social media, mention them in your newsletters or event guides and even create videos, like Aurora Public Library, which interviews the artist of each show in a short 2-4 minute clip.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can get the word out externally by sending out a press release to your local media who may come out to interview the artist or do a write-up on the show. And you can also post reception or workshop dates on community listings.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The way professional galleries have always got attention for their shows is by hosting an opening reception. It kicks off the show with a sense of excitement and gives the public an opportunity to meet the artist in person. Although libraries don’t have the built-in artistic communities that museums and galleries do and may not get the same turnout, receptions are still a great opportunity to celebrate and advertise your shows.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lectures and workshops also create a wider interest in the process of making art. Kitchener has an ”Artist at Work” session once or twice a month near the circulation desk, where an artist can work on a piece of art, explain their technique to interested patrons, and in turn advertise their show hanging on the lower level. 



Keep staff informed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Above all, let your staff know about the show. They are part of your promotion strategy. When I was visiting libraries and asked staff about art in their library, it happened too many times that they had no idea what I was talking about. If you’ve gone to the trouble of getting the community to come to the library to see your show, your information and circulation staff should be able to guide them in the right direction.



Community 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Which brings us back to connecting with the community. Art on the walls is a great way to bring new people into the library and provides access to art for people who wouldn’t normally visit a museum or gallery.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
It creates a welcoming environment and a more enjoyable atmosphere for those visiting the library. And don’t take my word for it. The Globe & Mail in its review of Kitchener’s 2014 renovation wrote that “the art installation in the lobby signalled an open and friendly atmosphere.” Such is the power of art.



Opportunity for artists 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Art shows also raise awareness of talented artists in our very own neighbourhoods and give artists an occasion to have their work seen. Artists need audiences and, as I mentioned previously, they are always on the look out for exhibit spaces.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is your chance to support your local artistic community, especially hosting work by artists who are just starting out, or whose work is less high art and more craft. Marian Kutarna of Mississauga says that art walls show people that libraries are more than just books, and that art animates the space and builds community by sharing ideas. She told me that, after 25 years as a librarian, creating the art spaces at her library was one of the best things she ever did.



Staff love art 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of the libraries I visited that did not have art, there were so many times that staff told me that they would love to have it in their library. One of these was Hilary Murphy at Markham’s Angus Glen branch who says that she knows that the exhibit space in her library is under-utilized. She would love to see art in the library more often, because art shows always provide something fresh and new to look at and generate a lot of positive comments from patrons. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, if these aren’t reasons to put art on your walls, I don’t know what is. But at least, after this presentation, you now know how to do it.



Accidental art curator 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And because of this knowledge, I don’t think there’s anything accidental about what you do anymore.



Library art curator 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 I think we now know enough about the process of organizing art shows to proudly call ourselves library art curators.



Takeaways 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, have I helped you look at your walls a little differently? Have I sparked any new ideas? I would like to share 3 ideas I have taken away from this research that I am planning to use at my library: [1] from Aurora, I’ve already started to create videos to promote our art shows, [2] from Orillia & Uxbridge, I want to catalogue our permanent collection and design self-guided tour booklets, and [3] from Kitchener, I would like to implement more art demos and workshops. Hopefully, you too have picked up some ideas that you can use to improve the art shows at your library.



“I never read.  
I just look at pictures.” 

Andy Warhol 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, remember Andy Warhol? We might not be able to get him to come to the library to read, but we can definitely give him pictures to look at, don’t you think? 



Special thanks 
Marian Kutarna 

Mississauga Public Library (Central)  

Wanda Haayen 
Blue Mountains Public Library (L.E. Shore Memorial) 

Stephanie Donkers-Schmalz 
Kitchener Public Library (Central) 

Hilary Murphy 
Markham Public Library (Angus Glen) 

and all the public libraries I visited 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you.
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